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Four dead in Algeria bomb blast 

ALGERS (AFP - ) — Four people were killed and 25 
injured when a car bomb exploded Tuesday morning 
near a school complex in the Bab A1 Oued district of 
Algiers, the security services reported. The blast hit a 
J™^P r school and a nearby high school, witnesses told 
AFP at the scene. Some of the casualties were under- 
stood to haw been pupils. “I saw slightly injured 
school children and three young girls from the high 
school who were unconscious, but I don’t know if 
they were dead or only injured,” a witness said. The 
blast happened in western district of Algiers at 
12:00 p.m. (11:00 GMT). Witnesses said the dead 
included a girl. The blast came one month less a day 
before the first legislative elections to be held in Alge- 
ria since December 1991. 
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Israeli MP says he expects fall of Netanyahu 

CAIRO (AFP) — Israeli Arab MP Abdul Wahab 
Darawshe on Tuesday said he expected the govern- 
ment of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
to fall before year’s end and branded the prime minis- 
ter “an enemy of peace. It is impossible to be opti- 
mistic now, and I think Mr. Netanyahu will face diffi- 
cult problems or even time-delayed bombs which will 
trigger an escalation and the fall of his government 
before year’s end.” Mr. Darawshe said He was speak- 
ing after talks in Cairo with Egyptian Foreign Minis- 
ter Amr Musa during which he told him “that I don’t 
see any good in the current head of the Israeli gov- 
ernment because he rejects peace. I consider him to be 
an enemy of peace who does not wish to achieve 
peace in the region but who wants the Arabs to bend 
to his policies,” Mr. Darawshe added. 
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Indonesia: No ties 
with Israel 

JAKARTA (AFP; — 
Indonesia will not establish 
diplomatic relations with 
Israel until outstanding dis- 
putes between Israel and the 
Arab World are resolved. 
Foreign Minister Ali AJatas 
said “There will be no diplo- 
matic relations between 
Indonesia and Israel until the 
Palestine and Arab-Israel 
problems have been solved” 
Mr. Alatas said Monday at 
the opening of a United 
Nations-backed seminar on 
die Palestinians. Indonesia is 
the world’s largest Muslim- 
populated country. “This is 
our principle, our basic stand 
and I believe the world will 
respect and understand our 
^ point of view." 

20,000 troops and 
police to guard Pope 
in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Lebanese army has fully 
mobilised its troops ahead of 
Pope John Paul ITs visit this 
weekend, a military source 
said A total of 20,000 offi- 
cers and men have been 
assigned to ensure security, 
while special measures have 
been taken in case the 76- 
year-old pontiff needs med- 
ical treatment An army 
medical brigade has been 
mobilised a helicopter has 
been assigned for emergency 
intervention and three beds 
have been reserved in the 
intensive care department of 
a Beirut hospital. Two more 
helicopters will provide aeri- 
al protection and a fourth 
fr will be used by a television 
team. 

Turkish firms exhibit 
products in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — Forty- 
two Thrkish companies dis- 
played their products on 
Tuesday in Baghdad to sell 
food and medicine to Iraq 
under its oil-for-food deal 
signed with the U.N. last 
year. The trade fair included 
food, farm machinery and 
medical equipment The oil- 
for-food deal allows Bagh- 
dad to sell $2 billion worth 
of oil over six months to 
raise money to buy food and 
medicine for Iraqis, suffering 
from U-N- Sanctions 
imposed on Baghdad for its 
1 990 invasion of Kuwait 

Bomb blast kills two 
™ in South Lebanon 

NABATTYEH (AP) — Two 
civilians were killed and two 
wounded Tuesday when a 
bomb exploded near the 
south Lebanese town of 
Nabatiyeh, security officials 
said. The explosion comes a 
day after Hezbollah guerril- 
las detonated three bombs, 
wounding four civilians and 
two Israeli-backed Lebanese 
militiamen of the south 
Lebanon army. Hezbollah 
and Amal, another Shiite 
group, blamed Israel for 
Tuesday's explosion, ’it is a 
new (Israeli) massacre 
aimed at stirring up trouble 
ahead of Pope John Paul 0’s 
visit to Lebanon” this week- 
end, Amal said in a state- 
ment from south Lebanon. 

Over 3,000 people 
arrested in a 
month in Egypt 

MINYA, Egypt, (AFP) ; — 
The Egyptian authorities 
have arrested over the past 
month 320 people suspected 
of collaboration with armed 
Islamists as well as 3.050 
others implicated in crime, 
police sources said on Tues- 
day. The arrests took place in 
sugar cane plantations, agri- 
culture fields and cemeteries 
used as hideouts by the sus- 
pects as well as at homes in 
several villages in the south- 
ern province of Minya, they 
said. The authorities, who 
were looking for wanted 
■ft criminals, also seized 98 
weapons as well as a large 
amount of amm unition, they 
said. 


Crown Prince-Netanyahu 
Baqoura meeting cancelled 

Water talks in 'mini-crisis’ - Netanyahu 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HRH Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
said Jordan and Israel have 
decided to call off a possi- 
ble meeting between him 
and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu in 
Baqoura because the two 
sides have not concluded 
talks on water distribution. 

That, the Prince said, led 
the Israeli authorities to call 
off a ceremony that “the 
bereaved famili es" of seven 
Israeli schoolgirls who 
were killed in Baqoura 
were planning to bold. 

In remarks to journalists 
after meeting with Israeli 
Labour Party official Yossi 
Beilin, Prince Hassan said 
that, at the request of the 
Israeli authorities, there 
was a possibility of a 
“human event" occurring in 
Baqoura today (Tuesday) 
with the families of the 
schoolgirls coming together 
in Baqoura in “what I had 
hoped would be a humane 
and a very genuine and 
solemn remembrance of the 
schoolgirls of Beit 
Shemesh." 

The Crown Prince added: 
“It has been our feeling that 
one could have met there to 
say that if the families of 
the bereaved were to be 
accompanied by officials 
and political figures, one 
could have said that, 
despite the horror, despite 
the tragedy, and despite the 

loss of life on both sides 

whether in Jerusalem, or 
Tel Aviv or Asqalan, or 
Gaza or Baqoureh, that ail 
are committed to breathing 
oxygen to the peace 
process." 

“The question of water, if 


HIS MAJESTY . King 
Hussein on Tuesday 
spoke by telephone with 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
about : the water- sharing 
dispute between foe two 
countries, AFP said 
according to an ted 
Radio report quoting Mr. 
Netanyahu. The agency 
did not provide any 
details of the two leaders’ 
telephone conversation. 


we had worked expedi- 
tiously and effectively, 
could have been an issue on 
which a statement could 
have been made. We have 
made our point of view on 
the issue of water clear to 
foe Israeli government and 
to Israeli governments 
since the signing of the 
peace treaty in 1994.... This 
political meeting to discuss 
this issue was not possible 
because talks on the subject 
have not been concluded. 
The feeling was. in both 
governments, and this view 
was expressed through offi- 
cial chmrels, that maybe it 
would be better to call off 
the official meeting, and 
that led to foe Israeli 
authorities advising that the 
meeting of tire families of 
the bereaved would also be 
called off,” Prince Hassan 
said. 

Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali dismissed foe 
notion that there is a “cri- 
sis" between Israel and Jor- 
dan but admitted that prob- 
lems were there and said 
foe Kingdom will go-ahead 
in solving unresolved 
issues. 

“Things happened, it is 
not a crisis,” Dr. Majali told 
reporters following a Cabi- 


net session. “Still there are 
(problems) unsolved and 
we hope that these prob- 
lems will be solved in the 
near future." the premier 
said adding that what the 
Kingdom wanted is nothing 
“but accurately implement- 
ing the peace treaty that 
was signed with Israel.” 

Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi told reporters fol- 
lowing foe Cabinet session 
Tuesday that “a provision" 
to provide Jordan with 50 
million cubic metres of 
water could be signed at the 
same time as foe memorial 
ceremony for the Israeli 
schoolgirls, but at the last 
moment "they said that 
they wanted the (Israeli) 
cabinet to discuss it and 
they were not ready to sign 
it.” 

Dr. Mutawi said that 
Minister of Water and Irri- 
gation Munthir Haddadin 
visited Israel on Monday to 
finalise an agreement with 
his Israeli counterpart, 
Ariel Sharon, but the 
“Israeli side demanded 
postponing the signing of 
the agreement until they 
debated it with their gov- 
ernment... therefore there 
were no pretext to conduct 
the meeting between offi- 
cials from both sides." 

In Tel Aviv, Mr. 
Netanyahu responded to the 
cancellation of foe ceremo- 
ny by saying: “This is a 
mini-crisis caused by a mis- 
understanding and a dis- 
agreement over the imple- 
mentation of an agreement 
between the two countries." 

During his meeting with 


(Continued on page 2) 


King confers A1 Kawkab on 
S . Arabian Prince Abdul Aziz 

Prince Hassan calls for promotion of 
scientific development in Arab World 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday awarded Prince 
Abdul Aziz Ben Ahmad 
Ben Abdul Aziz A1 Saud, 
president of foe Arab 
Council for Ophthalmolo- 
gy, Jordan's A1 Kawkab 
Medal of First Order in 
appreciation of his great 
contribution to the 
advancement of Arab, 
regional and international 
ophthahnolgical societies. 

The medal was presented 
to Prince Abdul Aziz dur- 
ing an audience at the 
Royal Court, attended by 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh and the Saudi 
ambassador to Jordan, 
Abdullah A1 Sudairi. 

The King also received 
the president of the Arab 
African Council for Oph- 
thalmology, Akef A1 
Mughrabi. and a number 
of participants in the 
Fourth International Con- 
ference da . Ophthalmolo- 
gy, held in Amman. The 
King welcomed the dele- 
gation and voiced appreci- 
ation to their efforts and 
achievements. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san Tuesday received 
Prince Abdul Aziz at the 
Royal Court who briefed 
him on the goals of the 
Fourth International Con- 
ference on ophthalmology, 
currently held in Amman. 

Prince Hassan called for 
promoting scientific 



His Majesty King Hussein confers AI Kawkab Medal on Saudi Prince Abdul 
Aziz Ben Ahmad Ben Abdul Aziz Al Saud on Tuesday. Prince Abdul Aziz is the 
president of the Arab Council for Ophthalmology (Petra photo) 


development in the Arab 
World. His Royal High- 
ness also stressed the 
importance of maintaining 
contact with the foreign 
world and utilising its 
experiences to foster Arab 
identity. 

Noting the important 
role Arab scholars can 
play in relaying the Arab 
cultural message to the 
foreign world. Prince Has- 
san voiced hope that Arab 
scholars in the United 
States would communicate 
this message to the world 


and maintain continuous 
global contact on all lev- 
els. particularly the 
humanitarian field. 

Prince Abdul Aziz 
described the conference 
as a high-level, unique 
conference in view of the 
large number of professors 
and specialist doctors tak- 
ing pan in it, and the 
important array of 
research and studies pre- 
sented to it. 

The Saudi prince said the 
Arab Council on Ophthal- 
mology is called upon to 


support humanitari * 
activities in Africa, w^, 
is witnessing an inc- 
in the number of the tion- 
The meeting was atteons 
by Sudairi and direct-jug 
the Crown Prince’s olL^ 
Michel Hamarneh. 

Also on Tuesday CP® 
Chamberlain Prince 
Ben Zeid met with Prinf 
Abdul Aziz on the sidelint 
of the conference and dis- 
cussed with him scopes of 
cooperation between the 
two countries in the pre- 
vention of blindness. 


Beilin meets Crown Prince and premier to 
push his five-point solution to peace crisis 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Yossi Beilin, 
the contender for foe Israeli 
Labour Party leadership, 
said on Tuesday be hoped 
that a five-point plan he 
proposed would succeed in 
removing foe deadlock in 
foe Palestinian-Israeli 
peace talks. 

Mr. Beilin, a former 
deputy foreign minister and 
a senior member of the 
Knesset said that he dis- 
cussed the plan during 


meetings with Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Fayez Tarawneh. 

“The meeting (with foe 
Crown Prince) went very 
well. We had an interesting 
discussion which took two 
hours. It was possible for us 
to cover many areas of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. We 
agreed that the point in 
which the peace process 
(has reached its) lowest 
point, but there is still hope 
as long as we talk to each 


other and as long as there 
are relations,” Mr. Beilin 
said ai the end of his visit. 

Mr. Beilin said his initia- 
tive to remove the deadlock 
in foe peace process 
between the Israelis and the 
Palestinians was aimed at 
saving foe peace process 
and paving foe way for the 
staff of foe find status 
negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). 

“I think that it is my 
(duty) to do whatever is in 
my power in order to 


enable us to go back on 
track, to go back to foe 
peace process. It would be 
a betrayal of the national 
interest of Israel if I'm not 
doing whatever I can to 
(save) the peace process,” 
Mr. Beilin, one of the 
architects of the Oslo 
accords, said before leav- 
ing Jordan for Israel. 

He said his plan proposes 
that there would be no uni- 
lateral steps taken by any of 
the two parties that violate 

(Continued on page 2) 


National Constitutional 
Party announced official 


By Francesca Ciriad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Only twenty- 
four hours after foe applica- 
tion was submitted. Minis- 
ter of Interior Nathir 
Rashid announced on Tues- 
day the official registration 
of foe National Constitu- 
tional Party (NCP), in what 
appears to be the birth of 
Jordan’s main royalist 
party'. 

Grouping former top offi- 
cials and influential busi- 
nessmen as well as senior 
politicians, foe new party, 
which was bom from foe 
merger of one large and 
eight smaller political par- 
ties, will challenge Jordan’s 
strongest opposition bloc, 
the Islamic Action Front 
(1AF), in this autumn’s par- 
liamentary elections, 
observers believe. 

Handing foe official 
recognition of foe NCP to 
foe leaders of foe nine for- 
mer parties, the minister 
was quoted by the Jordan 


News Agency, Petra, as 
applauding and “blessing” 
foe merger. 

Mr. Rashid described the 
consolidation of foe nine 
parties in foe NCP as “a 
step on foe right path in foe 
interest of foe Jordanian 
people and the parties 
themselves Petra reported 
on Tuesday. 

The minister said he 
hoped that other parties 
will follow NCP’s example 
and merge, “for the 
advancement of democra- 
cy." Petra added. 

In a meeting held on 
Monday night and chaired 
by foe secretary-general of 
the Progress and Justice 
Party, Ali Saad, the secre- 
taries general of foe nine 
former parties proposed 
Abdul Hadi Majali. secre- 
tary-general of Al Ahd, foe 
largest party in foe merger, 
as the secretary-general of 
the new political formation. 

According to NCP’s 

(Continued on page 2) 


SSC says its shares in 
newspapers not the 
business of government 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment and foe Social Securi- 
ty Corporation (SSC) seem 
to have come to logger- 
beads over the future of foe 
SSC’s investments in foe 
daily newspapers. 

A statement from SSC 
Director General Safwan 
Toukan yesterday regard- 
ing foe corporation’s 
investments implied that 
the SSC. as “an indepen- 
dent corporation ” was not 
prepared to relinquish 
shares in any of foe compa- 
nies that it has investments 
in at the behest of foe gov- 
ernment 

“The SSC is governed by 
a special law and foe gov- 
ernment has nothing do 
with it or with the way foe 
corporation directs its 
investments,” Mr. Toukan 


said during a press confer- 
ence Tuesday. 

His statement follows a 
long-awaited ruling last 
week from foe Bureau of 
Legislation at the Prime 
Ministry that the SSC is a 
government-owned entity, 
and is thereby obliged to 
reduce its equity in foe 
newspapers to 30 per cent 
in accordance with the 
Press and Publications 
Law. 

In a statement to foe press 
last week, head of the 
bureau Issa Tamm ash said 
that investments of foe SSC 
should be considered gov- 
ernment investments since 
foe corporation was earlier 
classified as an official 
public institution by foe 
Bureau for the Interpreta- 
tion of Law. 

Mr. Tamm ash said that 

(Continued on page 2) 


Arafat announces resumption of 
security cooperation with Israel 


GAZA STRIP (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat announced Tuesday 
that the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) would 
resume security cooperation 
with Israel after a two-month 
break. 

“We have decided to coop- 
erate with the Israelis to pre- 
serve security for both our 
peoples," Mr. Arafat said 
after two hours of talks with 
Israeli President Ezer Weiz- 
man. 

“We are totally committed 
to the security of the Israeli 
people and we will try togeth- 
er to go forward on this path." 
he said. 

Israel had made a resump- 
tion of full security coopera- 
tion and Palestinian action 
against armed militants its 
main condition for resuming 
peace negotiations which 
broke down in mid-March 
amid violent Palestinian 
protests over the construction 
of a new Jewish settlement in 
disputed Arab east Jerusalem. 

“We both have the responsi- 
bility to preserve the peace 
process for the sake of our 
children and your children, 
for peace in the whole region, 
including Syria and 
Lebanon," Mr. Arafat said at a 
joint press conference with 
Mr. Weizman. 

The Israeli president whose 
post is primarily ceremonial, 
for his part confirmed to Mr. 
Arafat that the Israeli govern- 
ment planned to build new 
housing for Arabs in Arab 
east Jerusalem to balance 
construction for Jews in the 
disputed sector of the city. 

But a spokesman for Mr. 
Weizman said he reiterated 
during the summit meeting 
that the government would 
not bow to Palestinian 
demands that construction of 


the Arab east Jerusalem set- 
tlement be frozen. 

Mr. Weizman, who stressed 
repeatedly in the press confer- 
ence that policy decisions in 
Israel were in foe hands of 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu, added, “I came 
here to break foe ice and 
explain that the problem of 
security was important for 
us.” 

Mr. Arafat “told me he 
would do all be could ro 
ensure good security,” he 
said- 

“The message I brought 
from the prime minister is that 
he wants to continue the 
peace process and thar he is 
adamant that the terror be 
stopped and fought.” 

Palestinian officials said the 
two leaders agreed to resume 
high-level security meetings 
with the participation of U.S. 
officials. 

Tuesday's meeting was 
only the second between Mr. 
Weizman and Mr. Arafat and 
was widely seen among 
Israelis and Palestinians as a 
warm-up for the arrival 
Wednesday of U.S. Mideast 
peace mediator Dennis Ross. 

A state department 
spokesman said Mr. Ross' 
aim would be to “rebuild trust 
and confidence” between the 


two sides, but would stop 
short of offering a blueprint 
for resolving the crisis. 

The gaps remaining 
between the two sides were 
clear at T\iesday’s press con- 
ference when Mr. Arafat 
referred to Israeli land expro- 
priation for settlement pro- 
jects in his pledge on fighting 
violence. 

“It is my will and the will of 
foe PNA to combat terrorism 
in every place, including the 
terrorism of confiscating land 
and destroying houses,” he 
said. 

Palestinian aide Yasser 
Abed Rabbo added that 
“Arafat underlined to Weiz- 
man that there can be no 
resumption of negotiations 
without a clear signal for the 
stop of settlement building." 

“Weizman said he would 
pass that message to 
Netanyahu." he said. 

There was no mention at the 
press conference of U.S. and 
Palestinian demands that 
Israel, as a confidence-build- 
ing measure, step up imple- 
mentation of its overdue 
obligations under already 
signed agreements, such as 
the authorisation of opera- 
tions at a Palestinian airport 
and seaport in Gaza. 


The Jordan Times 

will publish a 

Europe Day 

supplement on Saturday, May 10 

To advertise , call tel. 667171 


/ 






2 Home & Middle East News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 7, 1997 


Iraq urges Turkey to shun 
6 partnership ’ with Israel 


BAGHDAD lAFP) — Iraq 
called on Turkey on Tuesday 
nor to alien with Israel in a 
partnership against .Arab 
countries, a day after Israel 
announced joint naval 
nunoeuvns wish Turkey and 
the United Slates. 

The government newspa- 
per Al Jmnhouriyah said, 
"It s in our interest and in the 
Arabs' to draw Turkey’s 
attention to the dangers of 
lilting itself bo led by a U.S. 
pi. in to mm it into a regional 
policeman, sharing Israel's 
rok* as oppressor of peoples 
aspiring til I'reedoni." 

I'lie paper said. "Iraq. 
Syria. the Gulf countries. 
North Africa and Iran al! 
npi'ose a strategic Turkish- 
Zionisl partnership." 


Turkey has developed its 
military cooperation with 
Israel in the past year, despite 
protests from Arab countries 
and Iran. 

Israeli. Turkish and U.S- 
ships w ill hold joint manoeu- 
vres this summer in the 
Mediterranean Sea. the 
Israeli Defence Ministry said 
Monday. : 

The Iraqi editorial came as 
a Turkish trade fair opened 
Tuesday in Baghdad with 43 
companies in the fields of 
food, metallurgy, motor vehi- 
cles and biomedical products 
participating. 

"Tlie fair's goal is to con- 
clude contracts with Iraq." its 
director. Bilgin Aygul, told 
reporters. 

Iraqi Finance Minister Hik- 


mat Mezban Ibrahim Azzawi 
said that "the signing of con- 
tracts depends on the negoti- 
ations and the prices offered 
In principle, there are no 
obstacles." 

The annual volume of 
Iraqi-Turirish trade before 
the U.N. embargo on Iraq 
was $2 billion. Mr. Azzawi 
said. The United Nations 
imposed the embargo after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990. 

"Like us, Turkey suffered 
because of the blockade," 
because of the drop in trade, 
the minister said, adding that 
trade is now increasing. 

Turkey said it wanted a 
major share of the trade with 
Iraq which was authorised in 
December when the U.N. 


Security Council agreed to 
pardally lift the embargo for 
the first time under Resolu- 
tion 986. 

The resolution, also known 
as the oil-for-food agree- 
ment. allows Iraq to sell up to 
$2 billion in crude oil every 
six months. 

About SI _3 billion of the 
money goes toward purchas- 
ing food and medicine for 
Iraq. The rest goes for war 
reparations and the costs of 
the U.N. Special Commis- 
sion ou disarming Iraq 
(UNSCOM). 

The United Nations has 
said it will not completely lift 
its embargo until UNSCOM 
verifies that Iraq has elimi- 
nated its weapons of mass 
destruction. 


SSC says its shares in newspapers... 


Crown Prince-Netanyahu 
Baqoura meeting cancelled 


lOmtinucd from page 1) 

Israeli -and Jordanian 
journalists Tuesday, ihe 
Crown Prince said iic per- 
sonally “would not forget 
the tragedy and the crime 
commitied in Baqoura. I 
don't think any of us will 
forget the image of His 
Majesty King Hussein 
\isiiing the families of 
the schoolgirls, which 
was an expression of how 
vu.il the peace process is. 
how humane the peace 
process is.*' 

“I hope that iihe meet- 
ing of the families) will 
be rescheduled and I hope 
that we can talk of a 
peace park." 

The Crown Prince said, 
n response to a question. 
'mi there is bitterness and 
•sgrunt lenient in the Jor- 
dan. the Palestinian 

. lhc 

Vt,sc people . arc not 
Gtihe ftnigible bene- 
wtfH-'ace*. ' 

er id hoped and still 
asthiil un agreement 
hs water issue could 
lour signal that we 
nude progress at 
in which may be a 
.pheral issue to the 
niral issues of settle- 
nents and the future of 
the Palestinian identity 
but still an important 
issue." 

ITinee Nassau reiterated 
Jordan '> cnmmiimenl to 
comprehensive peace. 
iviectuMi of settlement 
activities as illegal and 
opposition to attempts to 
change the facts on the 
■■lotiml mi occupied 
Jcius.ilem. 

lTmcc H assail said hi> 
meeting with Mr. Beilin 
was unofficial. It was a 
coincidence that the 
meeting took place on 
Tuesday. lie said. He said 
Jordan is concerned that 
/hr lorm am! substance of 
the relationship between 
the JoiJ.mi.su and the 
I si aeli governments 

icm.im*. clear He said 


nobody in the Israeli gov- 
ernment or the Israeli 
body politic should ever 
think rhar we will be a 
party to internal Israeli 
polities or interfere in 
Israeli domestic affairs. 

The Prince stressed that 
the Jordanian and Israeli 
governments could agree 
on certain issues and dif- 
fer on others, but dia- 
logue will not stop. 

He welcomed the 
resumption of U.S. 
efforts to reactivate the 
Palestinian-lsraeli taiks. 
He also welcomed Euro- 
pean efforts in this 
regard. 

Mr. Beilin, who arrived 
here in a shorr visit and 
met with Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali and 
Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Favez Tarawneh. 
said he hopes that the two 
. countries will be able ro 
solve the crisis. 

"Apparently the main 
issue was the problem of 
water and I think that 
there was hope that today 
(Tuesday ) there could 
have been a declaration 
referring to water in the 
context of the ceremony 
and eventually such an 
agreement has not been 
achieved." said Mr. 
Beilin. 

Mr. Beilin added that as 
a result of this, it was 
impossible for the Jor- 
danian leadership to par- 
ticipate in the ceremony. 

He said that he hoped 
that it will be overcome 
and that :t would be pos- 
sible to renew the talks on 
water a'- mX'b as possible. 

“I was glad to hear from 
the Crown Prince that he 
is intending to visit Israel 
in the coming future to 
talk to the people and uni- 
versity students and to 
others and to meet with 
ihe prime minister ar.d 1 
encouraged him to do 
so.” Mr. Beilin told 
reporters 


(Continued from page I) 

since the SSC is categorised 
as an official public institu- 
tion, it is therefore obligat- 
ed to sell its stake in the 
press companies. 

The SSC owns 32 per 
cent of Al Dustour and 47 
per cent of Al Ra’i shares 
and the government owns 
an additional 15 per cent in 
Al Ra’i via the Jordan 
Investment Corporation, its 
official investment arm. 

The government has been 
grappling with the issue of 
"government- owned*’ 
shares in the local press 
institutions since the imple- 
mentation of the 1993 Press 
and Publications Law, 
which obligated the gov- 
ernment to reduce its equity 
in both Al Dustour and Al 
Ra’i within four years of 
the implementation of the 
law. 

According to senior jour- 
nalists in Al Ra'i and Al 
Dustour.. rhe^ law was 
intended, tp rpSuce govern- 
ment holding in the compa- 
nies in order to enhance 
freedom of the press. THett’ 
maintain that although the 
government does nof prac- 
tice direct censorship, its 
equity in the newspapers 
gives it the power ro deter- 
mine who sits on the board 
of both companies, and 
therefore dictate editorial 
policy. 

As a result, said a senior 
Al Rn‘i official, his news- 
paper practices heavy self- 
censorship. and that its 
news coverage and editorial 
policy would change if the 
government sold its shares. 

The status of the SSC. in 
question until last week, 
and the means of the sale 
seem to have delayed the 
decision to sell which was 
expected in late March. 
Minister of Information 
Samir Mutawi. however, 
has insisted that "the issue 
of the shares will be settled 
within the requirements of 
the law by the 1 7th of 
May." 

He told the Jordan Times 
yesterday that "the position 
of the govemmenr remains 


unchanged" in spite of the 
statement from the SSC. 

Although Mr. Toukan did 
not comment specifically 
on SSC’s shares in the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation, he 
stated in an earlier inter- 
view with the Jordan Times 
that the corporation would 
not be willing to sell its 
shares in spite of the then- 
pending ruling on the 
SSC’s status. 

“The government has 
talked to us about this 
issue," Mr. Toukan told the 
Jordan Times. ‘‘I said that 
this is not a government 
entity, it's a public share- 
holding institution, and we 
are managing this money to 
meet our future needs. 

"If an interpretation 
comes that is not in our 
favour, we won’t accept it," 
he said.. 

The SSC investment in 
the press companies has 
been a particularly lucrative 
one. Al Ra’i, with a market 
value of JD 10 per. share, 
pays 50 per cent annual div- 
idends on the share" and Ai‘ 
Dustour pays approximate- 1 
ly 25 per cent 

Mr. Toukan said that 
although he recognised the 
necessity’ to enforce articles 
of the Press and Publica- 
tions Law, further interpre- 
tation of his corporation's 
status was necessary. 

"We are looking at this as 
a purely financial matter.” 
Mr. Toukan said. "Al Ra'i 
is giving us 50 per cent on 
the share — why should I 
give this up?” 

“Of the limited opportuni- 
ties available to us. this is 
an area where we would 
like to maintain our invest- 
ment in order to meet long- 
term commitments and 
obligations, and I am only 
willing to sell if l get the 
proper rate of return.” Mr. 
Toukan added. 

The SSC’s 15-meraber 
board, he said, including its 
six government members, 
is of one mind on the issue. 

"We do not want to sell at 
this time," he said. 

Mr. Toukan could not be 
reached for further com- 
ment on Tuesday. 


Israeli police stop expansion of Jewish 
settlement in W.Bank; settlers arrested 


YIZHAR, West Bank (AFP) 
— Eighteen Jewish settlers 
were arrested and several 
hurt Tuesday when they tried 
unsuccessfully to stop Israeli 
police from demolishing 
houses built in a bid to 
expand their West Bank set- 
tlement, officials said. 

It was the second time in 
less than a week that Israeli 
troops clashed with Jewish 
settlers over unauthorised 
expansion projects and the 
move drew loud protests 
from religious and far-right 
deputies in the government 
of Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

More titan 200 police and 
soldiers were Involved in the 
operation to demolish the 
three houses under construc- 
tion for the past several 
months about SOO metres 
outside Yizhar, a settlement 
located south of the Palestin- 
ian-ruled city of Nablus. 
Israeli army spokesman 


Peter Lemer said. 

. After police bulldozeis 
destroyed two of the struc- 
tures. about 30 settlers dosed 
themselves up in the third 
b uilding and had to be 
removal by force, said 
Amikam Harpas, comman- 
der of Israeli police in the 
northern West Batik. 

"We had to force our way 
in after they were given two 
chances to voluntarily leave 
the premises but refused to 
do so." he said. The third 
structure was then razed. 

Eighteen settlers were 
arrested and several were 
lightly injured, including 
some children, in scuffles 
between settlers and police 
during the incident, Mr. 
Lemer said. 

In a similar confrontation 
on May 1 , hundreds of police 
and settlers battled in Mizpeh 
Jericho outside the Palestin- 
ian town of Jericho as police 
removed two mobile homes 


set up illegally in the small 
community. Four settlers 
were arrested in the incident. 

Mr. Netanyahu (tedded last 
year to lift a four-year-old 
freeze on most settlement 
expansion in the Gaza Strip 
and West Bank. But specific 
projects for adding housing 
to the settlements must 
receive prior approval from 
the Defence Ministry. 

Pro-settlement members of 
Ml Netanyahu's coalition 
demanded an immediate 
debate on the army crack- 
down on illegal settlement 
building and some deputies 
threatened to withdraw from 
government over the matter. 

Shaul Yaalom of the 
National Religious Party, 
which holds nine of the gov- 
ernment's 66 seats in the 
120-member parliament, 
said his group could not 
remain in government if the 
Yizhar and Mizpe Jericho 
actions “mark a shift in gov- 


ernment policy towards set- 
tlements." 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Rafael Eitan of the far-right 
Tsomet Party demanded an 
immediate cabinet discus- 
sion of the matter and 
Michael Kleiner of Ml 
N etanyahu’s own Likud 
Party called for the resigna- 
tion of the commando 1 of 
Israeli forces in tbe West 
Bank, General Uzi Dayan. 

The Israeli- Palestinian 
peace process has been sus- 
pended over the settlement 
issue since mid-March when 

Ml Netanyahu ordered con- 
struction to begin on a new 
Jewish settlement in Arab 
East JerusaJem. 

The Palestinians claim that 
construction in Jewish settle- 
ments violate the spirit of 
signed peace agreements 
which they hope will lead to 
the creation of a Palestinian 
state in the West Bank, Gaza 
Strip and East Jerusalem. 


National Constitutional Party announced official 


(Continued from page 1) 

spokesperson during the 
negotiations between the 
merging parties and sec- 
retary-general of Al 
Watan, Hakim Kheir, Al 
Watan President Akif 
Fayez was nominated as 
president of the NCP’s 
"Political Guidance 
Committee.’’ 

. The leaders of the other 
seven parties participat- 
ing in me merger, will all 
be deputy secretaries 
general of the new party, 
Mr. Kheir told tbe Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Saad, was nominat- 
ed to chair the new 
party’s central council, 
while the secretary gen- 
eral of the Reawakening 
Party, Abdul Ra'ouf 
Rawabdeh, was nominat- 
, ed to bead the Political 
. Committee. Mr. Kheir 
added*-.- v »: .■ . 

Secreraiy-Gspefftl of Al 
Wa’ed Party " Anis 
; Muasher will head 
NCP's financial and eco- 
nomic committee and 
become the party's trea- 
surer, while the secretary 
general of the Jordanian 
National Alliance, 
Mijhem Khreisha. was 
assigned the chair of 
NCP’s Programme Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Kheir was nomi- 
nated head of the Infor- 
mation Committee and in 
charge of the party's rela- 
tions with other parties. 

The nine parties 
merged into the NCP are: 

— The Progress and 
Justice Party, headed by 
All Saad. A prominent 
businessman. Mr. Saad is 
currently chairman and 
managing director of tbe 
Jordan Tobacco & Ciga- 
rette Co. Ltd., as well as 
honorary consul general 
of the Republic of 
Cyprus. 

— Al Ahd. headed by 
Abdul Hadi Majali. For- 
mer minister of public 
works and housing and 
Karak deputy in the 
Lower House of Parlia- 
ment, Mr. Majali has 
been director-general of 
the Public Security 
Department, ambassador 
to the -U.S. and Aimed 
Forces Chief-pf-Stqff for . 
Operations. 

— Al Wa'ed, headed by 
Anis Muasher. Former 
minister of finance and a 
prominent businessman, 
Mr. Muasher is also pres- 
ident of the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation 
of Nature (RSCN). 

— The Jordanian 
National Alliance, head- 
ed by Minister of Agri- 


culture Mijhem 

Khreisha. Mr. Khreisha 
has worked at the Royal 
Court as assistant chief 
of the press section and 
deputy chief of Royal 
Protocol. He has also 
been deputy director of 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san’s office. 

— Al Watan. .Al 
Watan ’s presidency is 
held by Akif Fayez, 
while Hakim Kheir is the 
party’s secretary-general. 

- The Jordanian Arab 
Masses Party, headed by 
Abdul Khaleq Shataat 

— The Reawakening 
party, headed by senator. 
Former deputy prime 
minister, and former 
minister of education, 
Abdul Ra’ouf Rawabdeh 

— The Popular Unity 
Party, headed by Talal 
Ramahi. 

— The Jordanian Popu- 
lar. Movement .. (JP<ML* 
based in Irbid and headed 
by Jamal Khatib. The ’ 
JPM joined the newly 
announced bloc only in 
the very last phase of tbe 
negotiations, becoming 
the ninth party in the 
merger. One ’ of the 
youngest parties in the 
Kingdom, Dr. Khatib's 
JPM was officially regis- 
tered in October 1996. 

After an unspecified 


interim period, the “act- 
ing leadership” will 

make way to a new sec- 
retariat and internal elec- 
tions will be held. 

According to Mr. 

Muasher. the interim 
period might last “one 
year.” 

In the upcoming gener- 
al elections, the NCP 

counts on the votes of 
"the majority of the peo- 
ple, who reject extrem- 
ism ... and believe in an 
open economic strategy 
which will bring Jordan 
in the club of the devel- 
oped countries,’’ Mr. 

Muasher told the Jordan 
Times in an earlier inter- 


view. 

The NCP's political 
programme will focus on 
economic reforms, Mr. 
Muasher said.; including 
"the privatisation and. 
liberalisation process and 
all jhe economic reforms . 
that have been promised 
by governments, but 
never realised." 

He announced that tbe 
new party will also pre- 
sent an economic plan to 
be publicised "in the 
early days of the party," 
and it will suggest tbe 
methods for its imple- 
mentation. 


Beilin meets Crown Prince and premier 


(Continued from page IJ 

the Oslo agreement in letter 
and spirit, and that there 
would be no violence by 
both sides and each would 
do whatever possible in 
order to prevent attacks on 
the others. 

"The third is the fust step 
of further redeployment 
will be immediately imple- 
mented and there would be 
an agreement between the 
Palestinians and ourselves 
about the second step 


which will be implemented 
by the seventh of Septem- 
ber this year. Then the talks 
about the permanent solu- 
tion should be resumed and 
the context on security 
should be also resumed 
immediately," he added 
Mr. Beilin, a second- 
ranking candidate for the 
leadership of the Labour 
Party, met last week with 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat and discussed 
with him his five-point 
plan. Prime Minister 


Benyamin Netanyahu 
rejected the plan and a 
spokesman for the prime 
minister on Tuesday lashed 
at Mr. Beilin's visit to Jor- 
dan and said that he had not 
the right to discuss the 
Palestinian-lsraeli talks 
with Jordanian officials. 

Asked whether his plan 
was part of a campaign to 
win the leadership of 
“Labour, Mr. Beilin said: 
Well if I can win my cam- 
paign by making peace, it 
will be, I believe, a very 


good contribution not only 
to me but also to the 
region." 

Mr. Beilin’s visit coin- 
cides with a “crisis’” 
between Israel and Jordan 
over the Israeli decision to 
delay the signing of a water 
agreement, which was 
expected to be signed on 
Tuesday. Prince Hassan 
cancelled a meeting with 
the Israeli premier in 
Baqoura yesterday. 
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CHURCHES 

L Mary of Nazareth 
hurch Sweifieh. Tel. S 10740 
ssemfalies of Cod Church 
el. 632785. 

L Joseph Church TeL 624590 

hurch of the Annunciation 

el. 637440. 
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Ik* la Salic Church Tel. 
\ 5^. 

Terra Sanaa Church Tel 
Anglican Church Tel. 652b2h 
Xrmcnian Catholic Church 

Fe I. "71531 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel — 52U i 

S«- Kphraim Church Tei. 1751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel S2":2n 
Es angelical Lutheran 

Church Tel SM32R 
German -speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tci. '45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654^52. 

Church of Nazinne TeL 

c r<wi. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. Si 1 295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Di'pcrrmcn: of Meuomlogy 
Tome ratts res will continue 
their gradual rise with skies 
sucni and winds northwester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
will be northerly moderate to 
active and seas calm. 

Amman 09/27 


Aqaba 15/33 

Deserts OS/28 

Jordan Valley 13/32 

Yesterday ’s hich temperatures: 
Amman 25. Aqaba 32 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 27 per 
cent. Aqaba 28 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. fcsam AJ Asmar .... 

Dr. Vidal As’ad 

Dr. Khaldoun Kloub 
Dr. Osama At Husseini 
Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy ... 

Al Asema pharmacy 

Al SaJam pharmacy . 
Yaeoub pharmacy ..... 
Shmeisani pharmacy 
Nairoukh pharmacy ..... 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. Marin Aba Bakir 
Al Quds pharmacy ... 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Hafez Salfiti 

Khalifeb pharmacy .. 


890504 
...751672 
8167 15 
W7289 
.661912 
.S90280 
,.637055 
.636730 
.644945 
637660 
...6236 
.84763 




. .276852 
(— ) 

...914144 

.985417 


emergencies 

Food Control Centre .637 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 


hAIIH 

Ciril Defence Immediate 
Rescue 63034 1 
Ci'il Defence Emergency 1 99 
Rescue Police 192. 6211 It. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Higbwav Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 

630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints. 66 f 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 
(directory assistance) ....-121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television ._...?73 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 630 1 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 

6363S1 

RJ Flight Information OS- 

53 200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akilefa Maternity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital S45S45 
Ai-Muasber Hcspi£af667227/9 
Tbe Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 
AI-AhlL Abdali 664161/6 

Italian. Al-Mnhajreen777 1 QL/5 

AJ -Bashir, >..775111/26 

Army, Marka. 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital(09)986732 
AJ Efikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


(021272275 

Ibn Al Xafees Hospital 

(02i247i00 

AQABA: 

Princess Hava Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
.AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 

Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:00 Chicago. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

08:00 Larnaca (RJ) 

09:00 Damascus fRJ) 

Q9J5 Jeddah (RJ) 

09:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi i~RJi 
15:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(W) 

17:40 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 
17:40 Frankfurt (RJ) 


19:55 .. — Rome (RJ) 

19:30 — London. Berlin iTU) 
19:20 ....Madrid. Geneva (RJj 

19:30 .. Brussels (RJ i 

19:45 Paris, Istanbul fRJ i 

22:00 Paris /’addi < RJt 

00:10 „ Beirut (RJ) 

04:05 Cairo fRjj 

04:55 Singapore. Kuala 

Lumpur fRJ) 

Other Flights 

08: 15.... Karachi. Abu Dhabi 
(PK) 

10:30- Cairo (MSi 

11:00 ...Sanaa, Hudaidah OY) 

12:00 Jeddah tSV) 

12:55- Bucharest (RO) 

13:10 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:20 .Tunis (TUl 

16:20 Algiers I AH) 

-...Doha (Q7) 

15:00 - London fGA) 

1900 — Istanbul, Damascus (PKj 

3^:4° London (BA) 

21:10 - Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

21:30 Tel Aviv /LY) 

^ ;2 ° Istanbul (TK) 

22:25 Amsterdam (KLj 

25“ ■ Athens <oa) 

05 - 15 Ankara (TK) 

departures 

09:45 Paris. Aqaba (add) fRJ) 


09:30 Amsterdam. New Yc 
(RJ) 

1U45 Rome (5 

11:30 ...Istanbul. Casablanca (1 
11:45 — Berlin, London (F 

20:50 Colombo (F 

20:35 J3eirut (F 

21:05 ...Riyadh, Dhahran jT 

21:15 New Delhi ( F 

21:45 Calcutta, Bangkok (F 

21:50 — Bombay (E 

22:05 Dubai, Muscat fF 

23:40 Sanaa (B 

...» Cairo (F 

06:30 ...Paris. Lyon (add) (F 

Other Flights 

06:50. 1 .amafa (C 1 

Beirut (Ml 

***25 London (B/ 

10:00 Damascus. Istanbul (PI 

11; 2° Cairo (MS 

12:40...Hudaidah, Sanaa (IY 

u ^0 Jeddah (S> 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (G 

^ -Tunis (T\ 

1*50 Vienna (Oi 

1^=20 Shariqah (Al 

17:50 Doha (Q 

20:15 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PI 

2 1=4° JBerdasar (G 

22=50 Tel Aviv (V. 

23:55 .. Damascus. Paris (Al 

00:25 Amsterdam (KJ 

O®: 25 - Ankara (PK 

°^ :0 ° Athens (O/l 

06:15 Istanbul (TK 
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Queen celebrates tenth anniversary of 
SOS Village establishment in Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T) _ The SOS 
Village in Amman Tuesday 
i celebrated the tenth 
anniversary of its establish- 
meat with Her Majesty 
Queen Noor. 

Four of the SOS “moth- 
ers,” who have been with 
the village since its found- 
ing, were presented with 
certificates and rings by 
Queen Noor, who is the 
Honorary President of the 
SOS Children’s Village 
Association of Jordan, and 
by President of SOS 
Kinderdorf International 
Helmut Kntin, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Mr. Kurin affirmed that 
SOS Kinderdorf Interna- 
tional, in light of the suc- 
cess of the Jordanian expe- 
rience, the commitment of 
the devoted SOS mothers 
and the dedication of the 
SOS Village Association of 
Jordan, will establish a 
third SOS village in Irbid. 

Minister of Social Devel- 


opment Mohammed 
Mamser said that of the 

20.000 orphaned children 
in the Kingdom, 10,000 are 
sponsored (“leafed”) and 

1.000 live in orphanages, 
according to the statement. 

During a state visit to 
Austria in 1982, the Queen 
negotiated with former 
President of Austria Bruno 
Kreiskv on die establish- 
ment of an SOS village in 
Jordan. 

The first Jordanian SOS 
Children’s Village was 
inaugurated by Their 
Majesties King Hussein 
and Queen Noor on May 7, 
1 987 in Amman and due to 
its success, SOS Kinderorf 
International established 
the Aqaba SOS -Village, 
which was opened in Aqaba 
in 1992. 

The latter received a Cita- 
tion for Outstanding 
Achievement at the 1994 
World Habitat Day ceremo- 
ny, the statement said. 


The two villages provide 
family homes for orphaned 
and abandoned children, 
who live under the care of 
Jordanian "mothers” in a 
close knit community. 

The village comprises 8- 
12 homes with nine family 
members each, kinder- 
gartens for the children liv- 
ing in the villages and the 
local community, a super- 
market and a vocational 
training centre in Sahab. 
Some of these affiliated 
projects help offset operat- 
ing expenses and offer 
training and employment 
opportunities for the SOS 
youth. 

Two youth houses were 
established in 1993 to pro- 
vide accommodation and 
vocational training for the 
older boys and girls of the 
two villages until they are 
mature enough to lead inde- 
pendent lives, according to 
the statement. 

The SOS Children’s Vil- 


lage Association of Jordan 
finances the two villages 
and the two youth houses 
through private donations 
from Jordan and abroad. 
This is done through a 
sponsorship programme 
which gives Jordanian and 
international families and 
institutions the opportunity 
to sponsor a number of the 
children. 

Attending the celebration 
were Prime Minister Abdul 
Sal am Majali and his wife 
Mrs. Jamie Majali, the gov- 
ernors of libid and Aqaba, 
NHF Executive Director 
Yasser el-Tal, Regional 
Director of SOS Luden 
Rocca. Chairman of SOS 
Board of Trustees Ali 
Krayyem, National Direc- 
tor of SOS Village Lina 
Kopty and SOS Board of 
Trustees members. 


Abu Khajil’s defence team appeals conviction 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The defence 
team of the former Sri 
I Iran honorary consul, 
who was sentenced to a 
three-year imprisonment 
term with hard labour last 
April, on charges ranging 
from selling babies to 
forgery of official docu- 
ments, Tuesday stated that 
it has submitted a petition 
to the Conn of Appeals. 

Tawfiq Abu Khajil, 57, 
was convicted by the 
Amman Court of First 
Instance of ' selling one 
baby, attempting to sell a 
second and of forgery and 
use of forged documents. 

Attorney Ahmad Tbeishat 
maintained that be submit- 
ted a 21 -page appeal con- 
testing die court’s verdict 


and calling for the full 
acquittal of his client 

The former honorary con- 
sul was formally charged in 
March 1996 with use of 
forged documents, 36 
counts of forgery of official 
documents, 36 counts of 
baby sales (illegal under a 
1929 law against slavery), 
possession of unlicensed 
.firearms, import of illegal 
wireless devices, abuse of 
trust and forgery of a gov- 
ernment seal. 

Mr. Alai Khajil. currently 
freed on bail of JD 20,000, 
was acquitted by the same 
court of the additional 
seven charges. 

He originally received a 
14 year imprisonment term 
with temporary bard labour, 
but the court ordered that he 
serve only three years in 
light of his apparent bad 


health. 

Also sentenced with Mr. 
Abu Khajil, was a Sri 
Lankan national, Anourma 
Laji, 32, who was sen- 
tenced to one year in prison 
after she was convicted of 
attempting to sell her five- 
month old baby to a Dutch 
couple on March 13, 1996. 

A third woman. Andrea 
Bustani, 37, Mr. Abu Kha- 
jil’s secretary, who is being 
tried in absentia, was 
acquitted by the same court 

In a related development, 
the Criminal Court, where 
Mr. Abu Khajil is presently 
being tried on charges of 
raping four Sri Lankan 
women, Tuesday postponed 
Ms case to June 7. 

The court is awaiting an 
Amman Criminal Court 
ruling on the four Sri 
Lankan women who appar- 


ently changed initial state- 
ments made to the prosecu- 
tor, and are currently being 
tried for perjury. 

Meanwhile, the State 

Security Court Tuesday for 
the second time postponed 
issuing a verdict in the case 
of two journalists accused 
of lese majeste. 

Journalist Nahed Hattar is 
standing trial on charges of 
slandering both His 

Majesty King Hussein and 
HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san, while journalist Abdul- 
iah Abu Ruman is accused 
of verbally slandering the 
King. 

The court tribunal, which 
postponed the case for fur- 
ther examination, set May 
21 as the new date to issue 
a verdict in the case. 


Conference promotes importance ‘Jordan, Tunisia agree to 
ofpre-marital medical checks create free trade zone’ 


CDD to conduct emergency monthly drills 



CDD demonstrates technique used in ‘emergency drills aimed to check safety equips 
in ment and preparedness of factories, as well as training and incre»$m£ the efficiency 
of CDD rescue teams (CDD photo) 


By Rana Husseini 

. Special to the Jordan Tunes 

W 

AMMAN — The Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) announced plans to 
launch emergency monthly 
or semi-monthly drills in 
factories and institutes 
every month in an effort to 
minimise factory accidents. 

“Our emergency drills are 
directed at checking the 
safety equipment and pre- 
paredness of the factories, 
as well as training and 
increasing the efficiency of 
CDD rescue teams," a CDD 
official said. 

He told the Jordan Tunes 
that the department step 
was initiated to parallel 
industrial advancements as 
well as an increase in the 
sheer number of. factories 
which manufeture haz- ' 
ardous material in thS.,' 
Kingdom. 

“In the ‘past, the depart- 
$ ment would conduct simple 
emergency drills, however, 
beginning this year, the new 
emergency exercises deal 
with each case as though it 
were an actual accident" 
the official stated. 

The department coordi- 
nates with each factory or 
institution to specify a cer- 
tain date and time to con- 
duct the drill, as well as the 
necessary stops to be taken 


beforehand, he added. 

In the past, CDD officials 
repeatedly expressed con- 
cern regarding factory 
employees who did not fol- 
low proper safety measures. 

In a recent interview with 
the Jordan Times, Director 
of the Department of Oper- 
ations at the CDD Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Ahmad 
Rabahleh stated that fire 


accidents have been on the 
increase of late. 

The CDD has launched 
three emergency drills in 
the past two months: one in 
the Ambassador Hotel in 
Amman, another in a chlo- 
rine factory in Mawaqar 
and, on Tuesday, the CDD 
conducted an exercise drill 
in a gas cylinder factory in 
IrbidL 


"These drills are a precau- 
tionary measure aimed at 
minimising human and 
financial losses ” the CDD 
official said. 

According to the CDD 
official, some factories, 
such as chemical factories, 
and other institutes have 
agreed to conduct annual 
emergency drills. 


SSC to submit draft law to Council of Ministers 


By Issam Qadamani 
and Ahmad Ensour 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Social Security 
Corporation iSSC) will submit a new 
law, aimed at ridding the corpo- 
ration of financial bottle necks, to the 
Council of Ministers at the end of the 
month and embark on wider- scale 
* investment, SSC Director General 
Safwan Toukan announced Tuesday. 

Dr. Toukan described the SSC as 
having reached the stage in which it 
can allocate JD 100 milli on to finance 
the construction of government build- 
ings to be repaid in the form of annu- 
al rent. 

Once the loan and its interest has 
been paid, the government will be 
named owner of these buildings, he 
added. 

The Ca bi net’s Ministerial Council 
on Development has discussed the 
idea, expected to be implemented 
soot. Dr. Toukan affirmed. 

The SSC has also finalised designs 
for the construction of a permanent 
headquarters for its offices, he stated 


and the projected premises, to com- 
prise 4,000 square metres in the 
neighbourhood of Um Uthaina in 
Amman, is expected to cost JD 7 mil- 
lion. 

The SSC does not intend to pull out 
of companies in which it holds equity, 
according to the director general, and 
it will remain unaffected by the cur- 
rent privatisation. 

He added that the SSC is willing to 
buy government shares in other organ- 
isations. 

Dr. Toukan emphasised the corpora- 
tion’s independence from government 
input regarding its investments in pri- 
vate sector businesses. 

Referring to future investments, the 
director general maintained “we are 
contemplating initiating investments 
in money-lending institution funds but 
not before the government ratifies a 
draft law on securities, a move which 
will enable the corporation to play a 
bigger role in the market." 

The SSC will leave the management 
of investments to the private sector 
and remain as partner or financier, he 
said, adding that the SSC’s total 


investments in Jordanian markets now 
reach JD 60 million. 

The corporation does not intend to 
raise the level of participation in any 
project above a 10 per cent rate as, be 
said, the corporation’s policy is to 
expand horizontally. 

The accumulated premiums paid to 
the corporation since it began its ser- 
vices in 1980 reached JD 871 million 
which, subsequent to investments, 
earned the corporation JD 370 mil- 
lion, he stated. 

In 1996, the SSC’s profits were tab- 
ulated at JD 61 million, however addi- 
tional profit is estimated once new 
projects, in which the SSC has equity, 
commence operations. Dr. Toukan 
maintained. 

Reporting on corporation expenses, 
be said that the SSC has spent JD 248 
million on pensions, compensation 
payments and to cover the cost of 
occupational injuries since the corpo- 
ration’s inception. 

Among the SSC’s assets are three 
hotels: Amra, Petra and Aqaba as well 
as resthouses, altogether worth JD 65 
million at current market prices. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 



By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The importance of pre-marital medical 
checks was the topic of a Saturday conference at A1 Affaf 
charitable committee in the meeting hall of the King 
Abdullah Mosque. 

The opening ceremony was held under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zaid. 

The committee, in association with the Ministries of 
Health, Social Development and Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs, focuses on health awareness in Jordan and 
emphasises the necessity of medical examinations for the 
well-being of both family and nation, according to Abdul 
Lattif Arabiat, chairman of the committee which was 
established in 1994. 

The new campaign, which will last six months, is to 
educate the society regarding the concept [of pre-marital 
medical checks], Dn Arabiat said. 

The campaign’s goal is to support the enactment of leg- 
islative regulations which would make medical tests com- 
pulsory [before marriage], he added. 

Obligatory regulations would prevent the finalisation of 
any marital contracts unless medical reports are pro- 
duced, Dr. Arabiat explained. 

Mousa Hammouri, paediatrician consultant in Amman, 

- expressed his support for pre-marital testing after wit- 
' nessing and Creating cases of ^Children _with birth defects: 
’Maladies passed on through parent who [scientifically] . 
should not be married cause personal, famili al and soci- 
etal problems. Dr. Hammouri asserted. 

"Marriage and children are the basis of human repro- 
duction,” he added. “[This institution] should be respect- 
ed and newly-weds should provide all the good facets of 
humanity to their children instead of depriving them [of 
such].” 

Diseases are heritable if both parents carry either reces- 
sive or dominant genes [which indicate the presence of 
such]. Dr. Hammouri explained. 

A healthy person can be a carrier of a certain disease, 
he explained, “If recessive carriers marry, their children 
have a 25 per cent chance of a healthy birth, a 25 per cent 
chance of congenital disease and 50 per cent chance of 
being carriers, themselves.” 

On the other hand, if both parents are dominant carriers, 
the chances are evenly split that the children be either car- 
riers or, themselves, affected with the disease. Dr. Ham- 
mouri added - 

Blood tests are the easiest and least costly method of 
testing which might indicate the absence of any heredi- 
tary disease and Dr. Hammouri advises such for all cou- 
ples intending to marry. 

He stated that genetic engineering is still under intense 
study and that its main goal is to treat the genes which 
alter the chromosomes and lead to the abnormalities in 
children. 

Many diseases are inherited from marriages of parents 
who are both carriers, most commonly thalassemia and 
phenyl ketonuria. Dr. Hammouri stated. 

AI Affaf charitable committee also heard the religious 
aspects of the subject 

Islam and medicine agree on the same principles and 
instruct adherence to similar codes. Dr. Arabiat main- 
tained. 

The Prophet Mohammad encouraged Muslims, in dif- 
ferent prophetic Hadiths, to “marry strangers" and to 
“raise a healthy breed,” and different Koranic Verses 
order Muslims “not to throw themselves with their bare 
hands in danger and jeopardy " he illustrated. 

Abnormalities in children form a considerably high 
number in developing Arab countries due to the encour- 
agement of marriages occurring within families over sev- 
eral generations, especially cousins, increasing the possi- 
bilities of bearing unhealthy and diseased children. Dr. 
Arabiat maintained. 

The Ministry of Health has shown concern and cooper- 
ation with the committee and has offered free medical 
tests for prospective married couples. 

The number of children so afflicted is high amidst une- 
ducated and poor families, therefore the committee is 
working very hard to reach all of Jordan to spread public 
awareness. Dr. Arabiat said. 

The co mmi ttee seeks the well-being of all Jordanian 
children and their families, he concluded. 


COLOURS 

An exhibit of modem design items and 
home accessories from top 
European creators 

at the ojd Asfour Mansion, Shari 1 Othman 
Ben Affan, off Rainbow Street 
From 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. & 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. until May 7 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
head of a Tunisian dele- 
gation, currently visiting 
Jordan, Mohsen Arawi 
Tuesday held talks with 
President of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce 
Haidar Murad. 

He later announced 
that Jordan and Tunisia 
have tentatively agreed 
to create a common free 
trade zone. 

Mr. Arawi, who is gen- 
eral director of the 
Tunisian Internal Trade 
Department, affirmed 
that the two sides have 
signed an accord which 
provides for a special 
committee to study the 
creation of the free trade 
zone. 

The committee, 

expected to convene its 
first meeting in Tunis 
next month, will also 
examine the feasibility 
of increasing the volume 
of trade between the two 
countries. • 

Mr. Arawi confirmed 
that he and Mr. Murad 
discussed joint invest- 
ment projects in tourism 
as well as promoting 
cooperation between the 
private sectors in the two 
countries. 

They also spoke of 
coordinating me two 
countries' positions in 
regards to their partner- 
ships with the European 
Union. 

Earlier, Mr. Arawi had 
opened talks with a Jor- 
danian team regarding 
expert exchanges in 
regards to food supplies, 
distribution of food 
coupons for those in 
need and the role of the 
private sector in securing 
food supplies. 

Secretary General of 
the Ministry of Supply 
Ahmad Kreishan, who 
led the Jordanian side to 
the meeting, stated that 
the two countries are 
planning to promote 
trade and economic rela- 


tions as well as aid each 
other in supply-related 
matters. 

Mr. Kreishan detailed 
the Jordanian experi- 
ment in securing a 
strategic storage of food 
supplies as well as 
ensuring the fair distrib- 
ution of fodder to live- 
stock breeders and usage 
of food coupons. 

He also summarised 
the relatively new sys- 
tem of supplying the 
public with financial 
subsidies to help offset 
an increase in bread 
prices. 

Mr. Kreishan then 
briefed the Tunisian del- 
egation on arrangements 
for allocating the impor- 
tation of food supplies to 
the private sector, thus 
replacing the Ministry of *■ 
Supply in thai matter. 

The minister addition- . 
ally recounted decisions 
concerning the floating 
prices of various goods. 

Tuesday's meeting 
marked the first since 
Tunisian Prime Minister 
Hamid Karoui visited 
Jordan last December, 
co-chairing the higher 
Jordanian-Tunisian Joint 
Committee meeting with 
the then-Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti to 
discuss bilateral cooper- 
ation in economic, trade, 
cultural, tourism and 
higher educational 
fields. 

At the time, the two 
sides agreed on lists of 
goods to be reciprocally 
exempted from customs 
duty and set up a sub- 
committee to report on 
the progress of the 
implementation of 
agreements. 


|UiHa For Rent 

Location: ABDOUN AREA 

Consist of two Floors 
and Basement 

1st Floor, 3 Master Bedrooms 
Ground Floor, Reception, Dining 
Living Rooms and Kitchen (Open area) 
Basement: Maid's Room, Laundry 
and Storage Rooms with children's 
play yard. 

Telephone, Centrally heated, Garage 
and Garden. 

For more information call 


Tel.: 813112 between 2:30 - 6:30 


m " 

Save water.., every drop counts! 




4 World News 


Jordan Tunes, Wednesday, May 7, 1997 


Europeans advise Pakistan to 
take Kashmir issue to the Hague 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — A 
visiting delegation front the 
European Parliament said 
Tuesday they had advised 
Pakistan to take the 50-year 
Kashmir dispute with India 
to the International Court of 
Justice at the Hauge. 

The suggestion was put to 
Pakistan] Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif by Jan Wie- 
bengn. a Dutch member of 
the European Parliament, 
when the four-member del- 
egation met the premier on 
Monday, they said. 

Mr. Sharif said he would 
discuss the suggestion with 


Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral at their meet- 
ing during the May 12-14 
South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation sum- 
mit in the Maldives, Mr. 
Wiebenga said. 

The European Parliament 
members, led by Briton 
Anita Pollack and including 
lmelda Read from Britain 
and Italian Maria Colombo, 
told a news conference the 
European Union “strongly 
supports" a peaceful resolu- 
tion of the Kashmir dispute 
through dialogue. 

Ms. Pollack said the 


European Parliament had 
not formally recommended 
the Kashmir issue be re- 
ferred to the International 
Court but the suggestion 
was a common view of 
members of her delegation. 

Mr. Wiebenga said the 
international community 
was concerned that any 
future war between Pakistan 
and India could involve the 
use of nuclear weapons. 

Two of the three wars bet- 
ween Pakistan and India 
since their independence 
from Britain in 1947 have 
been fought over Kashmir, 


which is split between the 
south Asian neighbours and 
claimed by both. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting a more than 
eight-year old Muslim re- 
volt against Indian rule in 
Kashmir, which has claimed 
around 20,000 lives since 
1989. Islamabad denies the 
charge, but vows political 
support for the campaign. 

New Delhi holds die sou- 
thern two thirds of the Hi- 
malayan region and Pakis- 
tan the northern third. 


Albanians locked in stalemate after 
failing to agree on voting system 


Australian 

senator 







TIRANA (R) — Albania's 
political parties were locked 
in stalemate Tuesday after 
overnight talks as a fifth 
round of discussions failed 
to agree on a voting \yslem 
for early elections called to 
hall the country's slide 
towards chaos. 

Despite the deadlock. 
Prime Minister Bashkim 
Fino will this week submit a 
draft electoral law to the 
interim all-party govern- 
ment that was appointed on 
March 9. 

The law is likely to be 
passed by the 20-member 
government but could hit 
problems when it goes 
before parliament where the 
Democratic Party of Pre- 
sident Suli Bcrisha holds the 
majority. 

‘if passed by the govern- 
ment. the draft law will go 
to parliament with a vote of 
confidence at the same 
lime." Jorgji Kote. 3 
spokesman for Mr Fino, 
told Reuters Tuesday. 

“If the electoral law is re- 
jected then the government 
also falls and this will mean 
a return to the chaos and 
anarchy." 

Mr. Kote said Mr. Ftno 
will go to Parliament after 
an official trip to the United 
Stales, for which dates are 
yet to be finalised. 

This will be before May 
15, the final date for app- 
roving the law if the elec- 
tion is to take place on June 
29 as targeted. Parliament 
has to be dissolved for 45 
days before an election. 

Mr. Berisha agreed to 
share power with the So- 
cial ists in an interim gov- 
ernment as unrest after the 


collapse of pyramid invest- 
ment schemes pushed the 
country to the brink of anar- 
chy. 

The Socialists, who with- 
drew from a general elec- 
tion last May alleging fraud, 
won a commitment to fresh 
elections as the price of 
joining the coalition. 

In 1996 the Democrats 
won a second term, taking 
122 of parliament’s 140 
seats. International obser- 
vers said voting in the third 
election since the 1 9 90 fall 
of Communism was flawed. 

The two main parties, the 
Democrats and Socialists, 
are now deadlocked on 
three main points. 

Firstly the Democrats 
want a majority voting sys- 
tem. which helped them win 
a big majority last year, 
while the Socialists are 
pressing for proportional 
representation. 

The Socialists maintain 
the security situation in 
Albania, where unofficial 
estimates say up to a million 
guns were looted from state 
arsenals in the unrest, pre- 
cludes normal campaigning 
and the only fair voting sys- 
tem is proportional repre- 
sentation. 

Two members of newly 
formed party, the Move- 
ment for Democracy. Alfred 
Serreqi and Feim Godo. 
were attacked by three 
masked men in Mamurras, 
40 kilometres north of Ti- 
rana, Sunday, their car rid- 
dled with 15 bullets, in what 
was believed to be a politi- 
cal attack. 

The second row is over 
the anti-genocide law which 
bans former Communists 


from standing for public 
office. 

The Socialists, the former 
Communists, would ideally 
like the law scrapped. As a 
compromise. Mr. Fino has 
proposed to amend the law 
to ban only those coavicted 
of crimes against humanity, 
former Politburo and Com- 
munist Secret Service mem- 
bers. 

Finally the two parties are 
at loggerheads over how to 
deal with citizens' groups, 
called salvation committes, 
that sprung up in towns in 
southern Albania as the 
state disintegrated. 

Mr. Berisha argues the 
committees are armed, poli- 
tical forces that would make 
a free and fair election 
impossible. 

The committees, denying 
any political links or wea- 
pons, say they exist to help 
restore services and get 
back money lost. 

Mr. Fino denies the so- 
cialists are linked to any of 
the groups and has proposed 
they disband after an elec- 
tion date is set. 

“The prime minister has 
done his utmost to find a 
compromise for all parties,’’ 
Mr. Kote said. “Once it 
reaches parliament, it will 
be in the hands of the De- 
mocrats and the president.” 

An early election is seen 
as crucial to the long 
process of pacifying and 
rebuilding Albania where 
about 700 people have died 
since February, many the 
victims of accidental or 
revenge shootings, as law- 
lessness sweeps Europe’s 
poorest state. 


Fugitive separatist killed in 
shootout with Texas law agents 


WASHINGTON iAFPi — 
A “Republic of Texas” sep- 
aratist running from the lav 
was killed in a shootout 
with police in west Texas, 
authorities said. 

The fugitive, who 1 ms not 
>et been identified, was shot 
by a dnghundlcr overseeing 
some till bloodhounds 
searching the area around 
the separatists' compound in 
the nigged Davis mountains, 
said Jo Sehweik.li.ird Moss, a 
spokeswoman for the Texas 
Department of Public 
Security. 

Public Security agents had 
not yet retrieved the body 
by late Monday and were 
planning to use a helicopter 
or horses to navigate the 
“really rugged terrain.” Mr. 
Moss said. 

Richard Frank Keyes 111. 
21. and Mike Matson, 4S. 
left the separatists' booby- 
trapped canyon compound 
Saturday two hours before 


four other* surrendered to 
the police. 

Mr. Moss said the wo fu- 
gitives had remained inside 
a radius of 2.4 kilometres of 
the compound, hiding in the 
isolated bush. 

Police early Monday re- 
moved enough of the pipe 
bombs, gasoline containers 
and other weapons at the 
site to send in two blood- 
hounds. who picked up the 
rebels' scent “almost imme- 
diately" and followed it to 
their hideout 10 minutes 
later. Mr. Moss said. 

After the fugitives shot 
the Jogs, critically wound- 
ing both, law agents sent in 
canine reinforcements and a 
helicopter. 

The fugitives opened fire 
on both the bloodhounds 
and the helicopter, killing 
one of the dogs before one 
separatist was slain. 

“Everyone was very 
pleased those dogs were 


that good,” Mr. Moss said, 
adding that security offi- 
cials had received sightings 
of the fugitives “from all 
over the country." 

“Republic of Texas" lea- 
der Richard McLaren and 
his wife Evelyn were indict- 
ed on bank fraud and con- 
spiracy charges, officials 
said Monday. 

The couple, who were 
among the group holed up 
in a compound for a week, 
had been charged in the 
indictment issued April 29 
by a federal grand jury in 
Dallas. 

The indictment, which 
remained sealed during tbe 
six-day standoff, charges 
the couple with issuing the 
equivalent of SI. 8 billion in 
false banking documents. 

McLaren. 43, and his 50- 
vear-old wife are being held 
in a federal prison in Marfa. 
Texas. 


McVeigh’s sister says accused 
bomber transported explosives 


DENVER, Colorado (AFP) — The sister of 
accused Oklahoma City bomber Timothy 
McVeigh testified Monday that her brother 
wore a disguise, used an alias and trans- 
ported up to 1.000 pounds of explosives in 
the months before the blast. 

Jennifer McVeigh, 23. told the court she 
did not ever ask him to explain his actions. 

“I don't think I wanted to know,*' she said. 

Her testimony, given under a prosecution 
immunitv agreement, dramatically started 
the second week of the trial into the attack 
on the Alfred P. Muirah building which ' 
killed 168 people and injured more than 600. 

Mr. McVeigh. 29, is one of two men 
charged in the april 19, 1995 explosion, the 
worst case of domestic terrorism in U.S. 
history. 


Jennifer McVeigh read from letters her 
brother wrote to her in which he warned her 
to use pay phones because he feared wire- 
taps. He also told her she might never see 
him again. 

In the last conversation they had before 
the bombing, "he indicated he was not in 
the propaganda stage, which was like pass- 
ing out papers." Jennifer McVeigh testified. 

“He was now in the actions stage,” she said 

Jennifer McVeigh was the second key 
prosecution witness to testify that she knew 
of the defendant's potential involvement in 
a bombing plot and did nothing to stop it. 

Last week. Lori Fortier, also under immu- 
nity from prosecution, testified that Mr. 
McVeigh told her in graphic detail of his plan 
to bomb the Oklahoma City federal building. 


resigns; 

threatens 

revenge 

CANBERRA (R) — Inde- 
pendent Australian Senator 
Mai Colston, under police 
investigation over travel 
. fraud allegations and de- 
serted by the government, 
quit Tuesday as deputy 
president of die parliamen- 
tary upper house. 

But Mr. Colston, who 
will remain in tbe Senate, 
threatened political re- 
venge that conld wreck go- 
vernment reforms. 

Mr. Colston headed off a 
motion by non-government 
parties to oust him by 
handing in his resignation 
in a brief note to Senate 
President Margaret Reid 
just minutes before Senate 
resumed after a five-week 
break. 

‘T have received a letter 
from Senator Colston 
resigning as deputy presi- 
dent and chairman of com- 
mittees." Ms. Reid told tbe 
Senate. Mr. Colston was 
not in the chamber. 

Tbe Queensland Senator, 
whose vote has been cru- 
cial to the passage of gov- 
ernment legislation, said in 
two newspaper interviews 
he would now vote against 
the government which he 
accused of throwing him 
“to the wolves." 

The Liberal-National 
Coalition government does 
not have a Senate majority 
and has relied on the sup- 
port of Sen. Colston and 
another independent to 
pass legislation, including 
budget bills. 

Prime Minister John Ho- 
ward last month withdrew 
his support for Sen. Cols- 
ton to hold the deputy pres- 
idency and said his govern- 
ment would no longer 
accept his vote. 

Sen. Colston, who aban- 
doned the Labour opposi- 
tion last August to become 
an independent, told Syd- 
ney’s the Daily Telegraph 
he would turn against the 
government. 

“Mr. Howard said he 
won’t accept my vote. 
That’s fine. He just seems 
to forget that I can vote 
against his government,” 
Mr. Colston told the news- 
paper. 

“It just seems to me if my 
vote is to count, the only 
way now is to vote against 
the government,” Sen. 
Colston added in a separate 
interview with tbe Austra- 
lian newspaper. 

Sen. Colston's decision 
to vote against the govern- 
ment comes a week before 
Mr. Howard’s administra- 
tion announces its budget 
for the next financial year. 
The senate will vote on 
those budget measures 
later in the year. 

Legislation needs majori- 
ty support to pass the sen- 
ate and if Sen. Colston 
votes with Labour and 
other minority parties, and 
the second independent 
continues to support Mr. 
Howard's administration, 
government measures 
would be blocked with a 
38-38 tied vote. 

Tbe Senate unanimously 
voted to appoint Labour’s 
Sue West to replace Sen. 
Colston as deputy presi- 
dent. resuming the tradition 
of having the president 
from the ruling party and 
the deputy from the main 
opposition party. 


\ small boat makes its way past tbe disputed island of Senkaku in this 1996 file photo. A Japanese legislator and 
three people accompanying him visited die Senkaku Islands, known in Chinese as the Diaoyu Islands m the East 
China Sea Tuesday, disputed by Japan, China and Taiwan, in a gesture the Tokyo govenment swiftly repud^t^. 
The group headed by S bingo Nishimnra, a conservative member of the main opposition New I ro nner rarity 
[ShinshintoJ, inspected the security situation and held a brief commemorative ceremony on tbe islands (Keuter 

as legislator lands on disputed isles 


photo) 

Japan frets 

TOKYO (R) — A Japanese 
legislator and three people 
accompanying him Tuesday 
visited one of a group of 
islands in the East China 
Sea disputed by Japan, 
China and Taiwan in a ges- 
ture the Tokyo government 
swiftly repudiated. 

The group headed by 
Shingo Nishimura, a con- 
servative member of the 
main opposition New Fron- 
tier . Party (Shinshinto), 
inspected die security situa- 
tion and held a brief com- 
memorative ceremony on 
the Senkaku islands, known 
in Chinese as the Diaoyu 
islands. Mr. Nishimura’s 
office said in a statement. 

Japan's coastguard, the 
Maritime Safety Agency, 
confirmed that the group 
landed at 8.30 a.m. (2330 
GMT Monday) on the 
largest of toe islands, which 
lie 1,600 kilometres south- 
west of Tokyo. 

“We believe this landing 
on the Senkaku Islands will 
be toe starting point for an 
awakening of national con- 
sciousness and toe rebirth of 
a Japan with pride," toe 
statement said. 

Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto. however, was 
quick to distance toe central 
government from Mr. Ni- 


shimura’s group, which 
included former cabinet 
minister Shin taro Jshihara, 
author of tbe 1980s nation- 
alist treatise “a Japan that 
can say no.” 

“It is well-known that toe 
owner of toe land has re- 
fused to allow landings 
there. Do members of par- 
liament have toe right to 
completely ignore that?" a 
clearly displeased Mr. Ha- 
shimoto told reporters in 
parliament 

The Hashimoto govern- 
ment’s spokesman, Deiroku 
Kajiyama. told a news con- 
ference that while toe 
islands were Japanese terri- 
tory, toe group's actions 
were “extremely regret- 
table" and should not be 
allowed to damage Japan- 
China relations. 

The rocky cluster of unin- 
habited islands has ignited 
fiery nationalist passions in 
Chinese communities in 
Hong Kong and Taiwan 
since a Japanese right-wing 
group built a makeshift 
lighthouse there last July. 

The lighthouse drew a 
flotilla of vessels in toe 
months that followed carry- 
ing Taiwanese and Hong 
Kong Chinese protestors, 
several of whom briefly 
landed on the Japanese- 


administered islands. 

Last September, a Hong 
Kong activist drowned 
when he jumped into stor- 
my waters near the islands 
to press China’s claim. 

In February, Japan sent a 
letter to U.N. Secretary Ge- 
neral Kofi Annan in which 
it sought to have Tokyo’s 
position on the islands inc- 
luded in a U .N. report on toe 
law of toe sea. 

“In view of toe history of 
toe Senkaku islands -and in 
the light of the relevant 
principles of international 
law, there is no question that 
toe islands are an integral 
part of the territory of Ja- 
pan, and that Japan has al- 
ways exercised effective 
control over them. It is thus 
tbe position of the govern- 
ment of Japan that no ques- 
tion of territorial title should 
arise with respect to those 
islands," toe letter said. 

China says its ownership 
of the islands dates back to 
ancient times. 

In Tuesday’s landing, Mr. 
Ishihara remained in the 
boat and did not actually set 
foot on the island. The 
group criticised the central 
government in Tokyo for 
labelling a landing on toe 
Senkakus last month by 
local assembly members 


from Okinawa, which ad- 
ministers the disputed 
islands, “a provocative act.” 

The statement said: “The 
Senkaku islands are indis- W 
putably Japan’s territory. It 
is a matter of course that a 
member of parliament 
should survey Japanese ter- 
ritory" 

China Tuesday slammed 
toe Japanese legislator for 
toe visit, warning Tokyo toe 
issue could damage Sino- 
Japanese ties. 

“The illegal landing... is a 
serious violation of China’s 
territorial sovereignty." Chi- 
nese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shea Guofang 
told a news briefing. 

“The Chinese side ex- 
presses its strong indigna- 
tion and opposition," Mr. 
Shen said. “The Chinese 
side will quickly make stem 
and formal diplomatic rep- 
resentations to toe Japanese 
side." 

“The Diaoyu matter will gr^ 
definitely affect tbe normal ~ 
development of Sino-Ja- 
panese relations,” Shen 
said. "We hope the Japanese 
side will take effective mea- 
sures to remove the adverse 
results and negative 
effects." 


U.S. says enough forces to stop Asia conflicts 


SINGAPORE (R) —The 
United States said Tuesday 
it has sufficient forces in toe 
Asia-Pacific region to han- 
dle any flare up in tension 
and to ensure rival countries 
settle disputes peacefully. 

Rear Admiral Michael 
Haskins, commander of toe 
U.S. Navy in Japan, told a 
defence conference in Sin- 
gapore that one of the U.S. 
roles was to “deter toe rise 
of any hegemonistic power 
or coalition” in toe region. 

He said disputes like the 
one over the South China 
Sea Spratly Islands or over- 
lapping economic zones at 
sea should not degenerate 
“from international discus- 
sion into actual physical 
dispute." 

“We have forces forward 
deployed in the area to 


make sure toe players re- 
solve toe dispute peaceful- 
ly." A dm. Haskins said. 

Washington could contin- 
ue to be “a security guard to 
patrol toe area and maintain 
toe free flow" of trade in toe 
region, he added. 

There has been wide- 
spread concern in much of 
Asia over toe depth of toe 
U.S. commitment to the role 
of policeman in a region 
where an escala t ing arms 
race and competing claims 
to mineral resources could 
lead to trouble. 

Sam Bateman, executive 
director of toe Centre for 
Maritime Policy in Austra- 
lia. told toe conference that 
disputes over islands and 
potential mineral resources 
stretched from northeast to 
Southeast Asia. 


The disputes range from 
that over the Spratlys, 
claimed in whole or in part 
by China, Vietnam. Taiwan. 
Malaysia. Brunei and toe 
Philippines, to those bet- 
ween Japan, China and Tai- 
wan over the Senkaku, or 
Diaoyu, island group in toe 
East China Sea. 

Shingo Nishimura. a con- 
servative member of Ja- 
pan's main opposition New 
Frontier Party, landed on 
one of toe Senkakus on 
Tuesday, prompting an an- 
gry protest from China. 

“Not only are marine re- 
sources an important di- 
mension of Asia-Pacific 
security, but all the trends at 
present are in tbe wrong 
direction,” Mr. Bateman 
said. 

“The dual concerns of 


securing offshore zones and 
vital shipping are major fac- 
tors in toe acquisition of na- 
val arms in the region,” he 
added. 

Mr. Bateman said only a 
handful of countries had 
settled competing claims 
over exclusive economic 
zones. 

He said the current system 
of exploiting marine re- 
sources based on national ' 
rights and obligations was 
“ineffective” because coun- 
tries were acting largely in 
their own interest. 

“These problems will con- 
tinue. with consequent risks 
to national security unless 
new approaches to resource 
exploitation are found," Mr. 
Bateman said. 


After 60 years, Zeppelins make a comeback 


FRIEDRICHS HAFEN, Germany (AFP) — Sixty' years 
after toe majestic Hindenburg plunged in flames at 
Lakehurst, New Jersey. Zeppelin airships are making a 
comeback. 

It was on May 6, 1937 that toe Hindenburg, filled with 
highly- inflammable hydrogen because toe United States 
refused to supply inert helium to Germany's Nazi regime, 

caught fire ou landing after crossing the Atlantic. 

As a horrified radio commentator described the scene. 35 
passengers and crew perished in the destruction of the 245 
metre monster and toe era of the luxury liner of the skies 
was over. 

Six decades later the Zeppelin NT {for New Technology) 
is preparing to recapture some of the lost pride. 

Filled with 8,000 cubic metres of gas, and measuring 75 
metres in length, it was built like all its predecessors, at 
Friedrichshafen on Lake Constance, where toe first 
Zeppelin flew on July 2. 1900. 

Its first flight, only as far as Friedrichshafen Airport a 
short distance away, is scheduled for July or August. It will 
then undergo some 600 hours of trials leading to its certifi- 
cation in raid- 1998. 

It has tbe traditional cigar shape of the Zeppelins which 
carried oat toe first long-distance air-raids on Britain in 
World War I and then inaugurated mans- Allan tic flight in 
the 1930s. 

But toe resemblance almost srops there. For a start toe 
Zeppelin NT, which can carry two crew and a dozen pas- 
sengers in comfortable leather seats, is filled with helium. 

It is built of light but tough composite materials, and is 
equipped with all toe Iarest avionics and fly-by-wire tech- 
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World News 

Zairean rebels ask government troops to surrender 



Rwandan refugees queue up to be airlifted by the U.N. from Kisangani. Thousands of Rwandan refugees are leav- 
ing everyday for Rwanda which they fled during the 1994 genocide (Reuter photo) 


LUBUMBASH3, Zaire (R) 
- — Zairean rebels appealed 
Tuesday for government 
troops in Kinshasa ro sur- 
render to their approaching 
^forces to avert a bloody 
" takeover of the capital. 

With Laurent Kabila’s 
rebels reported less than 85 
kilometres from the usually 
teeming city of five million 
people and ailing Zairean 
President Mobutu" Sese Se- 
ko refusing to step down, 
fear and apprehension 
gripped the capital. 

A regional military souce 
said government troops had 
gone on a rampage of loot- 
ing around Mr. "Mobutu’s 
Jungle Palace in his ances- 
tral village of Gbadolite 
near the border with Central 


African Republic. 

There was no corrobora- 
tion of the looting, which 
has frequently preceded the 
flight of soldiers in the face 
of advancing rebels. 

The surrender appeal by 
die Alliance of Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire said rebels had 
set up centres to receive 
government troops and 

would not harm those will- 
ing to turn themselves in. 

The broadcast by voice of 
the people radio in Lubum- 
bashi said: “We appeal to all 
government soldiers in 

Kinshasa to leave and pre- 
sent themselves to alliance 
commanders and troops. 

“A surrender is important 
because it will avoid blood- 


shed in Kinshasa," said the 
statement issued in the 
name of the rebel military 
high command. 

The rebels, led by Laurent 
Kabila, say they are closing 
in on the teeming capital 
and could be there in the 
next day or two. Mr. Kabila 
had appealed to Mr. Mobutu 
to give up power and pre- 
vent a bloody battle for 
Kinshasa. 

Residents in the city were 
slow to venture onto the 
normally busy streets. In the 
commercial district scores 
of people, hungry for the 
latest news, clustered 
around newspaper vendors 
— avidly reading newspa- 
pers spread on the ground. 

Many Kinshasa residents 


openly welcome the pros- 
pect of Mr. Kabila’s arrival 
but fear Mobutu’s soldiers 
will again loot and pillage 
before fleeing. 

Newspapers predicted the 
imminent arrival of Mr. 
Kabila but, with Mr. Mobu- 
tu giving no public indica- 
tion of leaving office, some 
hinted at difficult times if he 
opted to fight. 

However, the U.S. Cable 
News Network (CNN) 
reported from Kinshasa that 
Mr. Mobum will leave for 
Gabon's capital Libreville 
Wednesday, although he 
intends to return. 

Mr. Mobutu would leave 
under the pretext of attend- 
ing a Great Lake regional 
summit, CNN said, quoting 
Western diplomats in Kin- 
shasa. Mr. Mobutu reported- 
ly intends to return Friday 
but the network said the trip 
was apparently part of a 
deal to allow Mr. Kabila to 
take power. 

Anonymous pamphlets 
distributed in Kinshasa 
Monday urged support for 
the rebels and called on the 
people of the capital to wear 
white scarves as a sign of 
solidarity with them. But 
with Mr. Mobutu and his 
feared Presidential Guard 
still in the city, the once 
commonplace white scarves 
were notable by their ab- 
sence Tuesday. 

U.S. officials, who also 
said it may only be one or 
two days before the rebels 
take the capital, were trying 
to avert a bloodbath in 
Kinshasa. 

U.S. envoy Bill Richard- 
son. who said Monday he 
was trying to ensure a “soft 
landing,” met Ugandan Lea- 
der Yoweri Museveni and 
Zimbabwe President Robert 


Mugabe in the Botswana 
border town of Kasane 
Tuesday. 

He was to fly to Cape 
Town later in the day to see 
South African Deputy Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki. who is 
also playing a central role in 
diplomatic efforts to engi- 
neer a peaceful end to Mr. 
Mobutu's era. 

Meanwhile, a senior U.S. 
administration official said 
Monday President Mobutu 
never clearly stated to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton his 
intention to resign. 

Denying a report in Sun- 
day’s New York Tunes as- 
serting that Mr. Mobutu told 


Mr. Clinton in a letter that 
he would resign, the official 
said: “I don’t believe Pre- 
sident Mobutu has said that 
he was going to step aside.” 
He added that the letter 
Mr. Mobutu handed to LT.S. 
envoy Bill Richardson was 
“ambiguous,” and the Zai- 
rean leader “did not clearly 
express his intentions.” 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) Sa- 
dako Ogata Monday ap- 
pealed to Zairean rebels to 
provide U.N. workers with 
access to Rwandan refugees 
to prevent further deaths dur- 
ing a repatriation operation. 
In a statement issued here. 


Mrs. Ogata said she was 
“deeply shocked” by the 
death of 91 Rwandan refu- 
gees who were suffocated or 
crushed to death during a 
train journey Sunday to a 
transit centre in Kisangani, 
eastern Zaire. 

“1 again call on the Al- 
liance of Democratic For- 
ces for the Liberation of 
Congo-Zaire to ensure that 
the UNHCR is given full 
and unconditional access to 
the refugees, and to cooper- 
ate fully and coordinate 
with the humanitarian agen- 
cies in the operations," said 
Mrs. Ogata. 

Following Sunday's inci- 


dent, the UNHCR suspend- 
ed ihe train operation and 
trucks were to be used to 
bring the mainly Hutu 
refugees to Kisangani from 
the Biaro camp some 40 
kilometres to the south. The 
refugees are being airlifted 
to Rwanda. 

But U.N. spokesman Juan 
Carlos Brandt accused the 
Tutsi rebels of treating the 
refugees worse than ani- 
mals, by cramming more 
than 100 into trucks meant 
to hold 50 people. 

Mr. Brandt appealed to the 
rebels to allow the UNHCR 
to take control of the opera- 
tion. 



Three Rwandan refugee children who are without any Rwandan address wait for a 
plane in Kisangani. Three hundred orphans and minors have already returned to 
Rwanda in a U.N. airlift that will see more than 40,000 Rwandan refugees repatriat- 
ed (Reuter photo) 


Battle heats up for Britain’s 
Conservative party leadership 


LONDON -(AFP) Ano-- making any further progres 

ther vocal Eurosceptic and ' or any further concessions, 
former minister : Joined the" he said. 1 


battle for leadership of Bri-‘ ■ 
^tain’s decimared Conserva- 
v rive Party Tuesday as the 
race shaped up around the 
same divisive issue of Euro- 
pe blamed for the party’s 
electoral drubbing last 
week. 

John Redwood, who quit 
the cabinet as Welsh secre- 
tary two years ago in an 
unsuccessful leadership 
challenge to Prime Minister 
John Major, looked set to 
fight an “I-told-you-so” 
campaign. 

Mr. Redwood at that time 
had severely criticised Mr. 
Major for not taking a tough 
enough line on Europe and 
predicted the inclination 
toward closer European in- 
tegration would cost the 
Conservatives the election. 

He told the BBC Tuesday 
he would have threatened to 
full out of the European 
Union’s (EU) common fish- 
eries policy and seize con- 
trol of British fishing back 
from Brussels if the EU had 
failed to make concessions 
to British fishermen. 

“I would have gone to the 
European community and 
said we did need a better 
deal and I would have dug 
in on certain things before 


“1 did try to warn the party 
in 1995 when I thought we 
still had time to pull it 
back,” he said. “I said then 
that we needed a clearer line 
on Europe. I think all those 
things would have helped" 

He joined a leadership 
contest that already includ- 
ed former Chancellor of the 
Exchequer Kenneth Clarke, 
a vocal Europhile, and for- 
mer Social Security Secre- 
tary Peter Lilley, a leading 
Eurosceptic. 

Mr. Clarke earlier blamed 
the Tories’ “appalling dis- 
unity" over Europe.. .a can- 
cer at the heart of the party,” 
for their devastating defeat 
to Labour. 

“The troubles of the past 
years have entirely been 
caused by Europe," he said 
“Some people are obsessed 
by iu quite incapable of 
agreeing about it.” 

Former Home Secretary 
Michael Howard, a more 
moderate Eurosceptic, was 
also expected to throw his 
hat in the ring later Tuesday. 

Former Health Secretary 
Stephen Dorrell and former 
Welsh Secretary William 
Hague and former Educa- 
tion Secretary Gillian She- 
phard were also being coun- 


ted as possible candidates. . 

Several obvious ' conten- 
ders for’the leadership were . 
swept away in Labour's 
landslide, including former 
Defence Secretary Michael 
Portillo and former Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind, 
who lost their seats in the 
House of Commons. 

Former Deputy Premier 
Michael Heseltine, dropped 
out after a recurring bout of 
heart trouble, and Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Par- 
ten — a former party chair- 
man — excluded hims elf as 
a contender. 

Despite the divisions over 
Europe which look set to 
characterise the leadership 
contest. Mr. Redwood 
claimed he could unify a 
Tory party in opposition to 
Labour’s European policies. 

And he said be would, if 
elected leader by the 165 
remaining Tory MPs. would 
include Mr. Clarke in his 
shadow cabinet. Nearly 
two-third of those are con- 
sidered Euro sceptic to some 
degree. 

“It must be inclusive and 
it’s going to be much easier 
to keep us all together in 
opposition to a Labour gov- 
ernment making lots of mis- 
takes in its European poli- 
cy,” Mr. Redwood said. 


U.S. offers Mexico $6m for drug war 


MEXICO CITY (R) — The United Stales 
promised Mexico new funds Monday to help 
fight drug smuggling as the two countries 
played down differences over the issues that 
threaten to cloud this week’s visit by President 
Bill Clinton. 

The State Department said Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and her Mexican counter- 
part Jose Angel Gurria, agreed to seek a way 
Jtgut of a dispute over whether U.S. drug 
"enforcement agents can cany weapons in 
Mexico. 

Department spokesman Nicholas Bums said 
that in a meeting after an annual session of cab- 
inet ministers from both countries, Ms. 
Albright told Mr. Gurria Washington would 
extend $6 million to Mexico to help train 
counter-narcotics agents. 

New agents needed to be recruited to replace 
others fired in an anti-comiption purge by the 
Mexican government, Mr. Bums told reporters 
before Mr. Clinton arrived in Mexico City for 
a two-day visit 

He desoibed the aid as “new money, imme- 
diately available," and said Mr. Gunia had 
gratefully accepted it, U.S. officials said it 
from State Department contingency 

funds. 

Mr. Bums reported no agreement on whether 
H-S- agems could bear arms in Mexico, one of 
^veral drug issues that have vexed 
Washington’s ties with its southern neighbour. 
Mexico is the transit country for most of the 


cocaine reaching the United States. 

Mr. Gurria repeated last week's refusal by 
Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo to permit 
this, but Ml. Bums said Mr. Gurria and Ms. 
Albright “agreed a way had to be found to 
ensure the safety of Americans’’ operating 
against drugs in Mexico. 

“We have not agreed on specific ways to do 
that." Mr. Burns said. “But Mr. Gunia specifi- 
cally said he wants the DEA (U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration) in Mexico and 
he wants them (agents) to be safe.” 

Ms. Albright earlier stressed at a news con- 
ference that drugs “have to be dealt with coop- 
eratively,” while Mr. Gunia, in a speech to a bi- 
national commission grouping U.S. and 
Mexican cabinet members called for an end to 
cross-border frictions. 

Mexico has criticised the White House's pol- 
icy of “certifying or publicly judging, the 
anti-drug efforts of countries around the world 
— a policy sensitive in Mexico this year 
because its performance was criticised. 

Ms. Albright addressing the commission, 
applauded Mexico’s measures to crack down 
on drugs and praised Mr. Zedillo as a "deter- 
mined partner” in the anti-narcotics battle. 

She praised steps to stamp out money laun- 
dering and ease extradition of traffickers. But, 
she said, “we must follow up on last year’s 
high narcotics seizure rates by intensifying 
joint operations and putting major traffickers 
behind bare.” 


MIA groups 
skeptical 
about talks 
with North 
Koreans 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Americans pressing for 
information about missing 
U.S. soldiers welcomed 
news Monday of an unpre- 
cedented meeting with 
North Korean officials but 
said they expected no 
breakthroughs. 

“It’s an important first 
step,” said Donna Knox of 
Roanoke, Virginia, who 
chairs the Korean/Cold 
War Family Association of 
the Missing. 

Ms. Knox has tried for 45 
years to find out what hap- 
pened to her father, a radar 
engineer who went down 
with a B-26 plane over 
China in January 1952. 

She is to join up to 20 
other Americans whose rel- 
atives went Missing In 
Action (MIA) in the 1950- 
53 Korean War for talks in 
New York, probably 
Friday, with North Korean 
officials. 

The meeting, following 
several days of U-S-North 
Korean MIA talks in New 
York, will be Ms. Knox's 
first face-to-face encounter 
with officials from the iso- 
lated Stalinist country, now 
suffering devastating food 
shortages. 

“It’s a first opportunity to 
ask about him,” Ms. Knox 
said Monday after the 
meeting was announced. 
“We want some answers. 
We want a full account- 
ing.” 

Ms. Knox said she re- 
ceived Pentagon assur- 
ances that she will be able 
to ask any question she 
wishes to pose, unlike ad 
earlier meeting with Rus- 
sian officials at which par- 
ticipants submitted ques- 
tions in advance. 

But she added that she 
didn't know what to expect 
from the North Koreans, 
who “have been known to 
make promises and then go 
back on them." 

Dolores Alfond, chairwo- 
man of the National Al- 
liance of Families in Seat- 
tle, Washington, hoped Wa- 
shington would offer 
Pyongyang a deal: Food 
aid for prisoners, or for 
information about Ameri- 
cans who died in captivity. 


Colombia says Habitat must root out inefficiency 


NAIROBI (R) — Colom- 
bian President Ernesto 
Samper Pi2hno called Mon- 
day for action to end ineffi- 
ciency at tbe'Nairobi-bjased- 
; UvN. Centre- for Human.Set- 
tlements (.Habitat) but- ob- 
jected to suggestions it may 
have outlived its usefulness. 

‘T am worried about the 
Habitat situation," Mr. 
Samper, chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, 
told an annual session of the 
U.N. Commission for Hu- 
man Settlements. 

“There are inefficiencies 
and problems with bureau- 
cracy. The conclusion 
should not be doing away 
with the organisation, but 
urgent solutions to the prob- 
lems,” he said. ‘If you have 
a sick man, the obvious 
solution is not to chop off a 
hand.” 


“There is still poverty 
around the world, there is 
still a problem of housing, 
there- is-a problem of plan- 
ining 1 towns and' cities/! You * 
[need- ^fris organisation to - 
hdp,^Mr. Samper added. - 
iff 'tesponse to what be 
termed “constructive criti- 
cism” of Habitat's adminis- 
trative and financial perfor- 
mance, U.N. assistant secre- 
tary-general and Habitat di- 
rector Wally N’Dow Sun- 
day announced a “revitali- 
sation action plan.” 

Mr. N’Dow rejected last 
week as "incorrect in facts 
and judgement" a scathing 
internal U.N. report that 
said Habitat urgently need- 
ed a financial and policy 
overhaul to survive. 

A separate report commis- 
sioned by Uganda, South 
Africa, Denmark and the 


Netherlands into Habitat al- 
so spoke of problems in ma- 
nagement, especially regar- 
ding -financial resources. 

The report .by the U.N. 
OfFice of Internal Oversight 
Services led by Karl Pasch- 
ke of Germany said Habitat 
had few financial controls, 
hired unnecessary consul- 
tants, assigned staff to tasks 
they did not perform and 
functioned in a muddled 
organisational and policy 
structure. 

Mr. N‘ Dow' said in a state- 
ment Sunday his action plan 
aimed at more efficient 
fund-raising, tighter control 
of spending and a more effi- 
cient and transparent finan- 
cial repotting system. 

He said it provided for 
restructuring Habitat, which 
is responsible within the 
U.N. system for improve- 


ment of all aspects of hous- 
ing, especially in the devel- 
oping world. 

Mr. Samper said part of. f 
the problem; .with Habitat; " 
was a shortage in funding v; 
for social programmes,- 
which the U.N. system had 
ignored to concentrate on 
questions such as peace- 
keeping. 

But Mr. Samper said that 
Habitat needed to define 
concrete ways of improving 
its standing and to end rhe- 
toric that placed its pro- 
grammes beyond ordinary 
people. He said Habitat 
must “put its feet down, no 
longer in the Utopia, no 
longer on the moon." 

The Habitat centre was set 
up after the first U.N. Con- 
ference on Human Settle- 
ments, in Vancouver, Cana- 
da. in 1976. 


Patten shrugs off China’s barrage of insults 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
last British governor of 
Hong Kong. Chris Patten, 
has not lost a wink of sleep 
over insults heaped on him 
over his treatment of the 
colony's handover to China, 
he revealed in Tuesday’s 
edition of Harpers and 
Queen, an upmarket British 
magazine. 

The former Conservative 
Party chairman claimed the 
forthright Chinese barbs — 
ranging from "a triple viola- 
tor” to “a whore who 
opened her legs for Clinton” 
— were preferable to more 
underhand British machina- 
tions. 

‘Til tell you this: It’s al- 
ways more tiresome to hear 
the cutlery behind your 
shoulders. There's a partic- 
ular English style about 
being malicious which is 
rather unattractive,” be told 
Harpers and Queen. 

The former Bath MP. who 
spectacularly lost his seat at 
the 1992 general election as 


he helped his party to victo- 
ry, also said he could not 
understand the Chinese pre- 
occupation with losing face 
following his own defeat. 

“The whole concept of 
face is a puzzle. I recognise 
it exists, but I’m slightly 
alarmed when people think 
it might affect me as well,” 
he said. 

‘T remember saying to Lu 
Ping, China's director of 
Hong Kong and Macau af- 
fairs, that 1 was a senior 
member of my party — 
chairman of my party — 
who’d been defeated in a 
general election. 

“He really mustn't think 
that issues of face were ever 
likely to affect my attitude 
towards events.” 

Mr. Patten, 53. added he 
accepted the Hong Kong 
position since he "hated the 
idea of being a sort of wall- 
flower of British politics. 

“And I knew it would be 
terribly exciting to be in 
Hong Kong at a time which 


many people would regard, 
probably wrongly, as a cli- 
matic moment at the end of 
the empire.” 

He admitted the initial 
months of his governorship 
were problematic. 

“It was quite a tough peri- 
od, the autumn of 1992. The 
prime minister phoned up 
and said, ‘do you want to 
come home?’ but it never 
occurred to me that I would- 
n’t see things through." 

But he divulged he once 
thought of quitting in the 
run-up to the election for a 
new legislative council — 
the most democratic to take 
place in Hong Kong — in 
the autumn of 1995. 

“It crossed my mind on 
the run-up to vote on our 
electoral proposals that it 
might be pretty difficult if 
we lost.” he said. 

Mr. Patten, who will leave 
the colony on June 30. 
hopes to spend the winter 
and spring writing at his 
home in France. 


He is adamant the work 
would not be a political 
memoir about Hong Kong 
— “that would be pretty 
boring” — bur a discussion 
of issues such as Asian val- 
ues and the relationship 
between economic growth 
and the law. 

But he refused to specu- 
late about his career beyond 
the spring of 1998. 

Last spring. John Major 
came close to nominating 
him as his preferred succes- 
sor when he described him 
as one of a “number of col- 
leagues with outstanding 
ability who would have a 
legitimate claim to be a lea- 
der of the Conserv ative Par- 
ty and prime minister." 

Mr. Patten has ruled out 
standing for the succession 
to Mr. Major, who an- 
nounced his resignation as 
party leader following the 
Conservatives’ trouncing by 
Labour in general elections 
on May 1 . 


Grand finale to mark handover of Hong Kong 


HONG KONG (R) — The grand finale marking the historic 
handover of the British colony of Hong Kong to China will last 
for about 45 minutes, the official Xinhua News Agency report- 
ed. 

More than 4,000 invited guests will attend the finale in the 
Grand Hall of Hong Kong's new Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, which will begin at around 11:30 p.m. (0330 GMT) on 
June 30, Xinhua reported from Beijing Monday. 

More than 150 years of British rule draws to a dose at trad- 
night after which Hong Kong will become a Special 
Administrative Region of China (SAR). 

As the midnight deadline approaches, the British flag and the. 
colonial Hong Kong flag will be lowered slowly. 

“At midnight, the Chinese national flag and the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region flag will be hoisted," Xinhua 
added. 

The VIPs attending the formal ceremony will enjoy a banquet 


hosted by the outgoing British authorities ahead of the flag 
change and afterwards will be feted by the incoming sovereign 
at a reception. 

A few hours later as dawn breaks on Tuesday, July 1. the 
Chinese army will begin deployments across the border into 
Hong Kong in a public display of the resumption of Chinese 
sovereignty over the wealthy community of 6.4 million people. 

An advance guard arrived late last month to prepare the way. 

At 10 ajn. (0200 GMT) on July 1, the new Hong Kong SAR 
government, led by shipping magnate Ting Chee-Hwa. is to be 
inaugurated at the Hong Kong coliseum on the Kowloon penin- 
sula. 

The final countdown has been bumpy, with Britain and China 
often at loggerheads over transitional issues, including the 
nature of handover ceremonies. Relations were so cool at one 
point that many feared the two would hold separate ceremonies. 
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Hoping against intransigence 

THE CONCEPT of soft security advocated by the 
Jordanian leadership seems to be eluding (he Israeli 
prime minister and his administration. 

Soft security could have been a timely description 
of what was supposed to have been secured in con- 
junction with the inauguration of the peace park on 
Peace Island between Jordan and Israel. Jordan 
hud hoped that the ceremony at Baqoura would be 
crowned by a water deal in accordance with the 
terms of the peace treaty of October 26. 1994. That 
not heing the ease. Jordan pulled out of the ceremo- 
ny. Prime Minister Benyumin Netanyahu called the 
cancellation of the meeting between himself and 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan as '*a mini-crisis caused 
by a misunderstanding and a disagreement between 
the two countries." Hardly. Quite simply. Israel’s 
refusal, or at best procrastination on its commit- 
ment to supply Jordan with additional water is a 
breach of the peace treaty. Israel may say it is com- 
mitted to the peace treaty, but all evidence points to 
a commitment thut stands on Israeli terms only. 
This will not do. and Jordan w ill not be blackmailed 
by such obvious tactics. That message should be 
clear from the Kingdom's reaction yesterday. The 
point is that Jordan sees the peace making as a 
dynamic process that should not be allowed to stag- 
ger and fall. The Jordanian leadership will not 
judge the progress of that process by w hat happened 
yesterday. Jordan will continue to have faith in the 
future, will have patience and will press ahead, 
through joint endeavours with all the parties to 
ensure that the peace process will only move for- 
ward. There is awareness among aQ the leaders in 
the region that people on all sides 3re still asking to 
be shown the tangible progress that has been made 
as a result or the peace process. Jordan had hopes 
(hat the peace treaty and the Palestinian- Israeli 
agreement would have led to improving the quality 
of life for Jordanians and Palestinians alike. We had 
hoped that through joint projects, and especially, 
through the development of the Jordan Valley, the 
Jordanians, Palestinians and Israelis would benefit 
and the causes of extremism and violence would be 
removed. 

But clearly there seems to be some elements in the 
Israeli government who see things differently. They 
do not believe in soft security us being advocated by- 
Jordan. They would rather resort to the arrogance 
of hrutc power and opt for hard security. We won- 
der. therefore, if the Israeli leadership that keeps 
reiterating its commitment to peace is aware of the 
dangers inherent in its stalling the implementation 
of what has been agreed upon with Jordan and the 
Palestinians. 

We. however, have hope in the Israeli people, who 
in mum occasions demonstrated their yearning for 
peace and coexistence. And we will continue to 
engage them and seek their help in convincing their 
leaders that peace cannot be maintained by mere 
might, hut bv compromise, accommodation, under- 
standing and. above all. goodwill. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A \\ KITER f**r Al RaT d.iilv Tuesdav criticised a gov- 
ernment JociMon to allocate tens ol millions of dinars 
to finance project that would improve the general situ- 
ation of Palestine refugees in Jordan, saving that such 
impiovcmem is bound to establish the camps as dis- 
tricts integrated within Jordanian cities and towns. 
Palled Fanek said that while carrying but this project, 
the gm eminent claims that it is not aimed at settling 
I he refugees permanent 1_\ in ihe Kingdom, but the 
result of this improvement clcarlv means the opposite, 
especially as these refugees are considered now 
Juidiiuian citizens. It the government is executing a 
plan for settling the refugees m Jordan, it has to dee fare 
openly this policy as to attract financing from vari- 
ous world donors. These donors wiii be offering assis- 
tance not because of their concern over the refugees, 
but rather to help solve Israel’s problem since this 
would remove a burden from Israel’s shoulders, said 
the w riter. He said that the government's claim that the 
project i> not for settling the refugees is only used for 
local consumption, but. he added, this claim will 
depriv e the country of the prospect of receiving dona- 
tions. burden the Jordanian treasury w ith the cost and 
deprive the refugees of the right to return. 

A WRITER for Al Dustour warned the .Arabs against 
the emerging Isnieli-Turkish alliance, saying that it is 
directed against Arab interests. Urging Arab states to 
reappraise their relations with Ankara in view of its 
close ties w ith the Jewish state. Oreib Rintawi noted 
that Ankara and Tel Aviv have, over the past 15 months, 
concluded three agreements. He said the first agree- 
ment was on free trade, exempting all exchanged 
goods from customs duty, the second was on military' 
industrial cooperation and the third on the exchange of 
military information and conducting joint military 
exercises. To crown all this, said the writer. Israel and 
Turkey are now preparing for major military exercises, 
in cooperation with the U.S.. at a time when Israeli 
leaders openly say that the new alliance is directed 
asainst Svria.'lran. Iraq and international terrorism, 
which they accuse the three countries of harbouring 
and encouraging. 


The Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Arab American’s volunteerism — ‘the 
hope for a bright new future for our 
people in the U.S. and the Arab World’ 


THIS WEEK, President 
Bill Clinton led a three-day 
summit meeting on volun- 
teerism that focused 
national attention on the 
work that volunteers do in 
the United States. Former 
presidents George Bush 
and Gerald Fori Nancy 
Reagan and General Colin 
Powell were among the 
luminaries who gathered in 
Philadelphia to praise and 
promote volunteerism. 

Experts estimate that 
approximately 93 million 
Americans volunteer their 
time every year, spending 
over 20 billion hours work- 
ing on behalf of children, 
the poor, education, and 
other causes. The specific 
goal of the summit was to 
increase volunteer efforts 
to assist poor children and 
the conference organisers 
called for expanded activi- 
ties in five areas: monitor- 
ing. after-school pro- 
grammes. health care and 
volunteering by the poor. 

k is unclear whether the 
summit will have a lasting 
impact, but it has sparked a 
national political debate 
about the value of volun- 
teerism. Liberals support 
volunteerism because they 
view it as a means of build- 
ing community and raising 
awareness of the needs of 
the poor. Conservatives, 
who lobby to reduce the 
size of the government, 
argue that volunteers can 
provide the social services 
that government had in the 
past. They also believe that 
volunteering inculcates a 
sense of personal responsi- 
bility in youth. 

Studies provide support 
.for both sides, demonstrat- 
ing that- volunteerism does 
raise the self-esteem of vol- 
unteers and builds commu- 
nity'. However, in the age of 
welfare reform and govern- 
ment budget crises, it 
seems unlikely that 
increased volunteerism can 
completely counteract the 
impact of reduced govern- 
ment spending on pro- 
grammes for the poor. 

An upsurge in volun- 
teerism has taken place in 
the Arab- American com- 
munity as well. In the past. 
Arab Americans, like most 
new immigrants, were pri- 


marily concerned with 
establishing themselves, 
their families and their 
friends in the United 
States. Family-, village-, 
and religious-based chari- 
ties emerged, but these 
efforts had a limited 
impact. Twenty years ago, 
when I came to 
Washington, there were 
only four Arab Americans 
working full-time in the 
U.S. capital to advance the 
Arab-American cause. 
Efforts to enhance the 
political stature of the 
Arab-American communi- 
ty suffered from a dearth of 
committed activists who 
were willing to devote 
themselves to this cause. In 
fact, from 1950-80, most 
activists were Arabs study- 
ing in the U.S., not Arab 
Americans. 

However, a new genera- 
tion of young Arab 
Americans has stepped for- 
ward to work on behalf of 
the Arab-American com- 
munity. This new energy 
can be seen everywhere. 
On college campuses, 
young Arab Americans 
have become a dynamic 
force in student govern- 
ment and local community 
activism. In California, 
Chicago. Cleveland, 
Detroit and New York, 
Arab Americans have cre- 
ated social service centres 
to address the needs of the 
local Arab-American com- 
munity. 

This new spirit of volun- 
teer activism has manifest- 
ed itself in international 
affairs as well. One promis- 
ing example is the 
Palestine Peace Project, an 
“Arab-American Peace 
Corps.’-’ -that brings" the“ 
brightest young Arab 
Americans to the Arab 
World to volunteer their 
services. This summer, the 
Palestine Peace Project will 
bring 20 young American 
lawyers and law students to 
the West Bank to provide 
assistance to Palestinian 
legal institutions and to 
learn about the situation in 
Palestine. These lawyers 
and law students, who will 
be known as Peace 
Partners, are primarily 
young Arab Americans 
who have chosen to volun- 


teer their time in an effort 
to facilitate the develop 
ment of the legal system in 
Palestine. 

The Arab-American 
Peace Partners attend the 
best law schools in the 
United States, including, 
Yale, Harvard. Georgetown 
and Columbia University. 
Most law students from 
these top schools choose to 
work with private law 
firms, where they are paid 
approximately SI .500 per 
week. Instead, these stu- 
dents have chosen to work 
for nothing because they 
want to help their Arab 
brothers and sisters in 
Palestine. 

The group is remarkably 
diverse, including 

Palestinian Americans. 
Lebanese Americans. 
Egyptian Americans, 
recent immigrants, and 
first-, second-, and third- 
generation Americans. 
Most of them are fluent in 
Arabic, and some have 
worked or studied in the 
Arab World in the past. 
Many of them are the sons 
and daughters of immi- 
grants who are seeking to 
reestablish a connection 
with the home of their 
ancestors by working on 
behalf of the Palestinians. 

The individuals partici- 
pating in the programme 
have done incredible things 
in their young lives. They 
have represented refugees 
who are seeking political 
asylum in the United 
States: joined human rights 
delegations to El Salvador 
and the West Bank and 
Gaza: founded organisa- 
tions like the North 
American branch of the 
Arab Women's Solidarity 
Association and the 
Political Asylum/Im- 
migration Representation 
Project; worked for inter- 
national organisations, like 
the World Health 
Organisation and the 
Organisation of American 
State s. and human rights 
organisations, like Human 
Rights Watch and the 
Mexican- American Legal 
Defence and Education 
Fund; taught Arabic at 
American colleges; and 
worked for members of 
Congress. 


The programme will pro- 
vide these talented young 
Arab Americans with a 
unique opportunity to assist 
Palestinians who are strug- 
gling to create a democrat- 
ic society governed by the 
rule of law. At the same 
time, they will learn about 
their heritage and return to 
the United States as effec- 
tive ambassadors from the 
Arab World, able to bridge 
the gap between the Arab 
and American cultures. 

The Palestine Peace 
Project will place partici- 
pants in the programme 
with a Palestinian legal 
institution, governmental 
or non-governmental, 
where they will work on a 
variety of legal projects. 
These institutions include; 
Al Haq, the Birzeit 
University Law Centre, the 
Mandela Institute for 

Political Prisoners, the 

Palestinian Ministry of 
Economy and Trade, the 
Palestinian Ministry of 
Higher Education, the 
Palestinian Ministry of 
Justice, the Palestinian 
Human Rights Monitoring 
Group, the Palestinian 
Legislative Council, the 
Palestinian Society for the 
Protection of Human 
Rights and the 
Environment, and the 

Women’s Centre for Legal 
Aid and Counselling. 

I believe that the greatest 
impact of this programme 
will come in the future. It 
will create a network of 
bright, young Arab- 
American lawyers who can 
continue to work on bebalf 
of the Arab-American com- 
munity. 

Every Arab American is 
proud of the efforts that 
these young people are 
making, but I am especially 
proud because the founder 
of the Palestine Peace 
Project is ray oldest son 
Joseph. My son grew up 
with an awareness of the 
Palestinian struggle. He 
remembers when the 
Palestinian mayors who 
were deported came to live 
with our family and when a 
young refugee who was 
maimed in the Lebanese 
war moved in with us. 

Joseph is a lawyer who 
graduated from the 


University of Virginia Law 
School, one of the top-ten 
law schools in die United 
States. While he was in 
school, he was the presi- 
dent of the International 
Human Rights Group and 
was active with the Arab 
Student Organisation on 
campus. He also started a 
Jewish- Arab student dia- 
logue group that brought 
Jewish and Arab students 
together to discuss the 
Middle East political 
scene. 

During law school. 
Joseph worked for one 
summer with the Mandela 
Institute for Political 
Prisoners, a Palestinian 
human rights organisation 
in the West Bank. This 
experience convinced him 
that more Arab Americans 
needed to come to 
Palestine to assist the 
Palestinians and learn 
about the situation first- 
hand. He realised that no 
one can fully understand 
the plight of the 
Palestinians unless they 
live for a time in Palestine, 
cross the Israeli military 
checkpoints, watch the 
Israeli settlements grow 
and speak to Palestinians 
who have been tortured in 
Israeli prisons. 

When Joseph graduated, 
the law school presented 
him with an award in hon- 
our of his commitment to 
public service. He 
' bypassed the opportunity to 
work for a private law firm 
because he wanted to use 
his legal training to assist 
the Pdestinians. He began 
to recruit young people to 
travel with him to 
Palestine. He visited law 
schools, speaking to ‘law 
students and ‘ young 
lawyers, spreading the 
word about his programme. 
He was thrilled to discover 
that the new generation of 
Arab Americans, like him- 
self. are ready and willing 
to lend a hand. 

These 20 young commit- 
ted individuals, and other 
young people like them, 
exhibit the best of volun- 
teerism and represent the 
hope for a bright new 
future for our people in the 
United States and the Arab 
World. 


Algeria: 57 journalists killed 
in ‘unclear’ circumstances 


REPORTERS SANS Frentferes 
published a 32-page report 
called "Algeria: Civil war 
behind closed doors" on March 
1 3, taking stock of ihe state of 
press freedom in a country dev- 
astated by live years of internal 
strife. Fifty-seven journalists 
have been murdered there since 
IMo.x. usually in horrifying cir- 
cumstances. The violence that 
has hn the country during this 
cud war “behind cloved doors" 
ha> uken a heavy roll on the 
Algerian media because con- 
trolling the flow of information 
is a top priority for the govern- 
ment. Although most of the vio- 
lence ha, been claimed by the 
various armed fundamental 
Muslim groups — who regard 
journalists as "henchmen of the 
govern mem" and “enemies of 
Islam" — the circumstances of 
some of the killings have never 
been clarified and raise many 
questions. 

The security sen - ices have 
never rescaled the results of 
their investigations. The only 
(rials of alleged killers of jour- 
nalists that have been made 
public have taken place in the 
defendants' absence, and no 
independent observers have 

been allowed to attend. Some 
Algerian journalists believe the 

government may be behind the 
murders of Tahar Djaout. who 
was shot dead on May 26. 1993. 
Said Mek.be I. editor of Ihe pri- 
vately owned daily Le Matin, 
killed on Dec. 4. 1994. 

Mohammad Abderrahmani. 
editor of the government daily 
El Moujahid. murdered on 
March 27, 1995. and Hamid 
Mahiout of the privately owned 
daily Libert*, killed on Dec. 2. 
1995. 

The control of news about 


security matters is an essential 
weapon in the government’s 
struggle to root out “terrorism." 
On June 7. 1994. the govern- 
ment laid down the boundaries 
not to be crossed in a decree 
stamped "Private and 
Confidential." In practice, it 
allows censorship of any 
repcm that call official policy 
into question. Since the elec- 
toral process was cancelled in 
January |M1 there have been 

5S cases of newspapers seized, 
suspended or banned in Algeria. 
In February 1996. ihe govern- 
ment clamped down further on 
the press by selling up official 
"reading cuniminees" ar prim- 
ing works in check what was 
being published. But although 
most newspapers practise self- 
censorship on many subjects, 
especially human rights viola- 
tions by the police and array, 
this is usually part of a deliber- 
ate editorial policy of support 
for the government. 

The state's hold on the press 
is also reflected in its monopoly 
on printing works and 
newsprint imports, and in its 
management of state advertis- 
ing. which is handed out to 
papers that support the govern- 
ment. thus enabling it to use 
economic blackmail against the 
private press. 

Finally, with the aim of pre- 
senting to its foreign partners 
the image of a country where 
peace has been restored, the 
government tries to extend its 
stranglehold on news to the 
international media by restrict- 
ing the number of visas granted 
to foreign journalists and by 
keeping a close watch on their 
movements in Algeria 

Reporters suns fronxiires 


LETTERS 


‘Zionism is racist’ 


To the Editor: 


The following appeal to the Swiss 
authorities was e-mailed to the Jordan 
Times by the undersigned authors: 

WE, WHOSE personal lives have been 
materially and spiritually affected by (he 
century-old conflict in Palestine, wish to 
make the follow ing statement regarding 
the decision of the authorities of the city 
of Basle. Switzerland, to formally 
endorse and support the celebrations of 
the 100th anniversary of the Zionist 
movement in their city. 

On Nov. 2. 1917, the British govern- 
ment issued the Balfour Declaration. 
This represented the first major victory 
for the Zionist project of transforming 
Palestine from a part of the Ottoman 
empire into a Jewish state — a project 
which came to fruition on May 15, 
1948, with the proclamation of “Ihe 
establishment of the Jewish state in 
Palestine." 

As a result, the Palestinian people now 
live either under Zionist rule or jn exile. 
Those in exile are not allowed to return 
to their homeland because their mother 
is not Jewish. Those in the territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967 (many of 
them refugees from areas occupieij in 
1948), live under continued harsh mili- 
tary rule; those in the territories occu- 
pied in 1948 are second-class residents 
in a Jewish state, denied the rights and 
privileges accorded to chose residents 
recognised by the state as Jews. 

The Jewish state, far from becoming a 
“light to the nations’’ has become an 
armed, ultra-nationalist, camp. In its 
operations in Africa. Asia and Larin 
America, Israel represents a major link 
in the world network of repressive 
regimes. Its nuclear weapons capacity, 
developed in alliance with the South 
African apartheid, is a danger to the 
entire Middle East and to the whole 
world. 


In spite of this, Jewish communities 
have been recruited by Israel as both 
support and justification for its activi- 
ties. The historic suffering of Jews, par- 
ticularly the Nazi murder of six million 
European Jews, is held to justify Israel’s 
existence and behaviour. The state of 
Israel purports to represent the Jewish 
people in international affairs without 
any mandate to do so. 

On the base of our principled opposi- 
tion to colonialism, racism and racial 
discrimination, and in order to encour- 
age a just, honourable and lasting peace 
in Palesrine/Israel, we kindly remind the 
Swiss authorities and the city council of 
Basle, of Switzerland’s role towards 
Jewish victims of Nazi racial discrimi- 
nation. which makes it a special duty for 
them to oppose all forms of racism and 
racial discrimination, including 
Zionism. We also wish to remind the 
Swiss authorities that the State of Israel 
and the Zionist movement do not repre- 
sent the Jewish people, neither morally 
nor legally nor in any other way. We 
urge the city council of Basle to cancel 
the celebrations of the First Zionist 
Congress. We remind the University of 
Sasle to uphold recognised academic 
standards regarding the issue of 
Zionism. We call on the Swiss govern- 
ment to ensure the enforcement of Swiss 
federal laws against the dissemination of 
racist ideologies, including Zionism. 

Elias Davidsson, composer, Iceland' 
Naseer Anux chancellor professor of 
political science. The University of 
Massachusetts, North Dartmouth, 
Mass.. U.S.* 
Joseph Schechla, International 
Organisation for the Abolition of AH 
Forms of Racial Discrimination 

Abbas Alnasrawi. professor of eco- 
nomics, University of Vermont, 
Burlington, U.S.; 


What a load 
of rubbish * 


By Ali Kassay 

INDECISION IS a bore. I 
refer here to the weather’s 
inability to decide whether 
to behave like spring or win- 
ter, which is producing no 
end to confiision. Even 
plants in pots, normally 
adaptable and tolerant crea- 
tures who are not so very 
fastidious about their envi- 
ronment, are showing some 
signs of disenchantment 
with climatic vicissitudes. 

Still, notwithstanding the 
last throes of winter, all 
signs are that we shall be 
blessed with the usual long 
stretch of perfect barbecue 
weather. Summer is also the 
season when students 
abroad return home, includ- 
ing two nephews of mine 
who will join their forces to 
the one still in Amman, to 
start a curious game in the 
household. 

You see, their stay in the 
land of the infidel has filled 
their heads with peculiar 
ideas. For rnsrance, they go^ 
about stacking their rubbish^ 
in neat piles, one for waste 
paper, another for metal con- 
tainers. a third one for dis- 
carded glass items, a fourth 
one for plastics, and the last 
one for organic matter. 
When they did this last sum- 
mer, only my knowledge of 
the ways of the imperialists 
stopped me from calling die 
lunatic asylum for a few 
stout men equipped with 
nets and straight waistcoats 
to do their bit 
You see. these stacks are 
intended to go in separate 
containers to separate desti- 
nations for recycling. Now. 
the question that presents 
itself is what to do about it 
The obvious course of 
, action would, be, to explain 
■lib these misguided .youth 
that in die Third World, we 
.Should consider ourselves 
lucky to have a dustman thatgg 
collects the refuse.- 
Moreover, we are all die 
more fortunate that this 
function is fulfilled by staff 
recruited from brotherly 
countries, so there is less 
fear that they will start for- 
getting to collect our rubbish 
if we fail to present them 
with generous gratuities on 
the Eid. To present our dust- 
man with several stacks, 
albeit neatly arranged, 
would only confuse him. 

This course of action was 
discounted as soon as it had 
been conceived, because 
people who spend a long 
time in the West come back 
with even more peculiar 
notions about civil action. 
They would want to inquire 
whether there are places ear- 
marked for rubbish that is 
sorted for recycling, and 0 
not. why not, since it would 
be in the national intereSL 
Of course this could seem 
like a worthy pursuit to a 
young man. But the voice of 
experience, which will for- 
ever form a barrier of com- 
munication between the 
youth and the adult, to the 
great frustration of both, 
raises a cautionary note. It 
asks you whether you 
remember what happened 
last time you went to an offi- 
cial bureau for what you 
assumed would be a 
straightforward inquiry. It 
reminds you of the suspi- 
cious questions with which 
you were received, as if you 
were someone whom the 
police had been longing to 
interview for some time in 
relation to his role in a series 
of Smash-and-grab raid® 
The wiser plan of action 
would be to wait until a per- 
sonage of consequence 
secures the sole rights to do 
whatever it is, in this case, 
recycle refuse, whereupon 
you will be informed of it by 
the hefty fine slapped on 
you for not sorting out your 
refuse in neat stacks that 
wifi make his recycling 
endeavour possible. 

In the meanwhile, what to 
do about all these neat 
stacks thai pile up? The 
safest things is to wait until 
the young conservationists 
are asleep, whereupon their 
mother collects their output, 
surreptitiously mixes it all 
together, and slips it to the 
dustman in one bag. ^ 
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Hungary’s Jews 
work to revive 
community 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, May 7, 1997 


By Michael Roddy 

Reuter 

BUDAPEST — Zsuzsa 
Biro wants to grow up 
Jewish in Hungary, 
embracing Hungarian 
culture and without fear 
of the pasL 

“I went to Israel last 
year and it is a great coun- 
try-.But young people 
don’t read as much as we 
do. they don’t go to muse- 
ums or theatres,” said 
Biro, an 18-year-old pupil 
at the Lauder Javne Jew- 
ish community school. 

“I want to grow up and 
have children and I want 
them to go to Israel to 
learn Hebrew, but I want 
them to read and watch 
theatre and go to muse- 
ums and I can have that 
culture here." 

Before World War n, 
Hungary’s 800,000 Jews 
constituted the second 
largest Jewish community 
in Central and Eastern 
Europe after Poland. 
Today the 80,000 to 

100.000 Hungarian Jews, 
including an estimated 

20.000 holocaust sur- 
vivors, are by far the 
biggest Jewish communi- 
ty left in the region. 

Late April, after years of 
debate and wrangling, the 
Jewish community and 
the Hungarian govern- 
ment took a major step 
towards assuring the sur- 
vival of that community 
by establishing a Hungar- 
ian Jewish heritage foun- 
dation, a first for the 
region. 

‘This is an historic 
moment," Gusztav Zoltai, 
managing director of the 
Confederation of Jewish 
Communities ' in Hungary 
(Mazsihisz)'," said at ]the ; 
inaugural meeting. . . 

. “But it is unfortunate 
that this has taken so long 
because every year 600 to 
800 (Hungarian Jews) die 
and they are all holocaust 
survivors." 

The foundation, with a 
21 -member board whose 
honorary president is U.S. 
Cosmetics heir Ronald 
Lauder," benefactor of the 
Lauder Javne School, has 
control over four billion 
forints ($24 million) in 
compensation coupons 
given by the government. 

The government also 
gave several office and 
embassy buildings in 
Budapest, and a handful 
of paintings. 

It is a small part of the 
estimated $5 billion to 
$10 billion that properties ■ 
confiscated from Hungar- 
ian Jews during the war 
would be worth today, but 
Peter Feldmajer, the foun- 
dation’s president, said it 
is a start. 

“You know, Hungary's 
constitutional court (in . 
1993) said that 10 per 
cent of the total value 
should go back to the 
Jewish community," Mr. 
Feldmajer said. 

“But there isn't enough 
money in Hungary or the 
world to pay for it- So 
today we will start in this 
condition, and after 
tomorrow, or 10 years 
from now, there will be 
the next step." 

One of the foundation’s 
first acts will be setting up 
supplemental government 
pensions for holocaust 
survivors, many of whom 
are desperately poor and 
have waited for decades 
to receive anything 
beyond standard pensions 
of about $100 a month. 

The supplements are 
expected to amount to 
only $30 a month on aver- 
age, but will make a big 
difference, heritage foun- 
dation offibials said. 

“Many people believe 
that the Jewish people in 
Hungary are very. rich but 
I have been working with 
them for three or four 
years... And it was a sur- 
prise to me how many 
people are living in deep, 
deep poverty,” said physi- 
cian Imre Hutas, a mem- 
ber of the heritage foun- 
dation’s governing board. 
“These are mostly 


women and old people 
and they need the 
money." 

Mr. Hutas said the main 
reason for the delay in 
setting up the supplemen- 
tal pensions was mat “the 
government feared what 
the non-Jewish people 
would think and the gen- 
era) public opinion”. 

But Mr. Feldmajer said 
another factor was inter- 
nal debate between Jews 
who wanted to rebuild 
Hungary’s Jewish com- 
munity and those who 
think it is futile. 

“If you believe that 
Jews can have a future 
outside of Israel, then you 
can make a foundation 
like this to rebuild the 
Jewish community in 
Hungary." he said. 

“But if you think that 
just Israel is the real Jew- 
ish life, and that is the 
future of the Jewish peo- 
ple, then why do you 
make a foundation here? 
Why do you build syna- 
gogues and schools? That 
was the root of the 
debate." 

But following five 
decades of stagnation 
under post-war Commu- 
nist rule, Jewish life is 
slowly reviving in Hun- 
gary, and the heritage 
foundation is expected to 
give it an extra push. 

Often with funds from 
the United States, Canada 
or Israel, synagogues 
have been restored and 
reopened in several cities. 
Budapest now has three 
Jewish schools. 

Last year the 138-year- 
old Dohanyi Utca Syna- 
gogue, the-world’s second 
largest, was reopened 
after, being restored from 
serious' bomb damage 
during the war. 

At die same time, anti- 
semitism remains a sig- 
nificant undercurrent in 
Hungarian life. 

At least one grenade has 
exploded near the 

Dohanyi Utca Synagogue 
in the past year, causing 
little or no damage. Secu- 
rity at the synagogue is 
tight, with armed guards 
and metal detectors. The 
Jewish schools have tight 
security as well. 

‘Tt is much more than 
normal (Hungarian) 

schools." said Anna Szes- 
zler, general director of 
Lauder Javne. “But we 
don’t want the kids to feel 
they are different. It is a 
balance between making 
them feel they are in a 
ghetto, or more important 
than other kids in Hun- 
gary.” 

Bence Sarkardi, another 
18 -year-old Lauder Javne 
pupil, said he encounters 
anti-semitism in his daily 
life, but thinks is impor- 
tant to fight iL 

“I was travelling by 
train and the conductor 
said something was 
wrong with my ticket and 
asked to see my student 
identity card, which has a 
tnenorah (candelabra) on 
it.” Sarkardi said. 

“But when she saw the 
card she said, ‘well, 
you've got enough prob- 
lems' and walked away," 
he said. “That was very 
shocking to me... I don’t 
feel myself having prob- 
lems... But some people 
think that being Jewish is 
■a problem." 

Mr. Feldmajer said that 
before the war, Hungary's 
Jews were far more inte- 
grated into society than 
Jewish communities in 
other countries, which is 
why today Hungarian 
Jews want to stay here, 

“I hope we can rebuild 
Jewish life but it will not 
be like it was,” he said. 
“In every place in Hun- 
gary there were Jews, in 
every town and village a 
Jewish community. 

Today the Jews are not 
even one percent and 
there are some counties in 
Hungary with no Jews at 
all. So it's not just a reli- 
gious thing. Our role will 
not be so important as it 


Internet — risky area for health advice 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Using the Internet as an 
exercise adviser can give 
you tips from a world- 
renowned physician or a 
famous trainer. Or a snake 
oil salesman or an eccen- 
tric stranger. 

The Internet has no 
quality control, so sepa- 
rating the good informa- 
tion from the bad is op to 
you. 


“Information on the 
Internet is subject to the 
same rules and regulations 
as conversation at a bar," 
said Dr. George D. Lund- 
berg, editor of the Journal 
of die American Medical 
Association (JAMA). “It 
may be very valid; it may 
be utter trash." 

JAMA will run an edito- 
rial in its April 16 edition 
on standards for informa- 


tion on websites. 

The JAMA has its own 
website (www.Ama- 
assn.Org). So it's not that 
Dr. Lundberg thinks net 
usage is necessarily bad 
for your health. But he 
and other experts caution 
that the Internet makes it 
easy for anyone to offer 
an opinion, wise or other- 
wise. 

"The Internet is the 


world's largest vanity 
press,” Dr. Lundberg said. 

A nice layout may not 
mean good content: glit- 
tering websites don't 
always deliver gold, said 
Mary Jo Deering, director 
of Health Communica- 
tions and Telehealth for 
the U.S. Department of 
Health and 

Human Services. “Some 
people make the opposite 


assumption: if it's glitzy, 
it’s probably selling 
something,” she said. 

Users need to show the 
same scepticism on the 
Internet that they would 
on other consumer mat- 
ters. 

“The biggest thing is. 
‘who’s putting it on’?" 
said Dr. Dave Jenkinson 
of the University of Pitts- 
burgh. “If someone is 


coming up with a posi- 
tion, do they have the 
research to back it up, and 
is the research credible?” 
Dr. Jenkinson runs two 
Internet operations. One is 
a website that is still in 
testing; the other is a list- 
serv, which is a text-based 
bulletin board on which 
researchers and others 
interested in sports medi- 
cine exchange ideas. 


Artificial nose may be able to sniff out land mines 


MEDFORD, Mass. — 
Roughly 120 million land 
mines are scattered 
throughout the world and 
are responsible for maim- 
ing or killing 24,000 peo- 
ple each year. Many of 
those injured are civilian 
adults or children in Third 
World countries, where 
farms and fields were 
transformed into battle- 
grounds. 

Vietnam has 3.5 milli on 
mines, Cambodia 10 mil- 
lion, and Bosnia and 
Croatia have a total of 12 
million. 

Getting rid of land 
mines is expensive and 
risky. According to the 
International Red Cross, 
one demolition specialist 
is killed and two injured 
for every 500 mmes that 
are removed 

A group of researchers 
at Tufts University is hop- 
ing that the artificial 
“nose” they developed 
can be used to sniff out 
land mines, reducing the 
toll they have on human 
lives. 

John S. Kauer, professor 


of neuroscience and of 
anatomy and cellular biol- 
ogy at Tufts Scbool of 
Medicine and principal 
investigator on the pro- 
ject, and chemistry pro- 
fessor David Walt have 
been awarded a $2.6 mil- 
lion grant from the 
Defence Advanced 
Research Projects Admin- 
istration (DARPA). The 
project's goal is to refine 
the artificial nose so it 
could detect the low con- 
centration of TNT often 
left on the surface of a 
land mine. Land mines are 
made and stored in large 
quantities. Because TNT 
is sticky, it frequently 
contaminates the outside 
of the mines. 

“These horrible little 
things are about the size 
of a large tuna fish can,” 
Prof. Kauer said. "They 
are encased in plastic and 
axe hermetically sealed 
but are contaminated by 
the explosive on the out- 
side. The mines are about 
two inches under the soil 
and are pressure-activat- 
ed. If someone steps on 


them, that triggers the 
explosion. The loss of life 
and loss of limbs is just 
awful. 

“Not only are kids get- 
ting their legs blown off 
and people getting killed, 
but people in countries 
where there are large 
numbers of land mines 
cannot go back to the 
agrarian way of living 
because these fields are 
now off limits." Prof. 
Kauer said. “So if we 
could find mines with 100 
per cent accuracy, we 
could save life and limb 
and allow people to go 
back to farming.” 

The artificial nose pro- 
fessors Kauer and Walt 
invented operates on com- 
puter technology and 
chemical sensors and is 
based on knowledge 
gleaned over the years 
from work on the olfacto- 
ry system. Using Prof. 
Walt’s knowledge of sen- 
sors and Prof. Kauer 's 
knowledge of neurologi- 
cal networks, they have 
created a device that func- 
tions at a high level. 


although it is not yet as 
discriminating as a dog’s 
nose. 

“A major part of our 
work will be studying the 
biological olfactory sys- 
tem and how it deals with 
low concentration sig- 
nals,” Prof. Kauer said. 
“The odours of land 
mines are low concentra- 
tion, so one has to have an 
extremely sensitive 
device. We know dogs 
can do this; we are trying 
to learn from the biology 
to extend the sensitivity of 
the artificial system.” 

The artificial nose is 
based on technology in 
which sensing chemistries 
are deposited on the ends 
of the optical fibbets. 
“The fibber length could 
be a kilometre," Prof. 
Kauer said. “The sensing 
device — the part out 
there in the field sniffing 
— can be moved by an 
autonomous vehicle or 
some sort of robot, and 
the detecting end can be 
on safe territory so it 
could be used at a dis- 
tance. You could go out in 


a dangerous area and if 
the ‘nose' is damaged, just 
put out another one. But 
you don't lose the com- 
puter and the optics; all 
you lose is the fibre. 

“More important,” Prof. 
Kauer said, “you don’t 
lose a person.” 

Prof. Walt said the con- 
centrations of material the 
artificial nose can now 
sense are in the several 
parts per million range for 
some substances. What’s 
needed to detect land 
mines is to find material 
in the parts per billion or 
even trillion range. 

“Consequently we have 
our work cut out for us to 
find chemistries and ana- 
lytical circuits that have 
the sensitivity to detect 
the residues from land 
mines at the low concen- 
trations that are present in 
real-world environ- 
ments," Prof. Walt said. 

Another challenge the 
researchers face is that the 
nose will have to find the 
smell of the residue in a 
context of other smells. 
There may be flowers 


growing nearby, or a fuel 
spill may have occurred, 
or there could be factories 
emitting odours or car 
exhaust fumes “Those 
materials are present at 
much higher concentra- 
tions than the materials 
we’re trying to detect 
from land mines buried 
below the surface of the 
ground.” Prof. Walt said. 

In addition to professors 
Kauer and Walt, other 
Tufts researchers working 
on the project are Barbara 
Talamo, professor and 
chairwoman of neuro- 
science at Tufts’ Medical 
School; Timothy J. Turn- 
er. research assistant pro- 
fessor of physiology; and 
Joel E. White, research 
assistant professor of neu- 
roscience. Todd Dickin- 
son, a graduate student in 
chemistry. also con- 
tributed to the develop- 
ment of the artificial nose. 

E-mail: MarjorieHoward 
@ Infonet. Tufts, edu 


Scans might soon replace passports 


at 


By Michael Durham 
and Robin McRae 

PASSPORTS COULD 
soon become things of the 
past with the introduction 
of scanners that can iden- 
tity individuals from their 
hands. 

The first devices will 
soon be used to cut immi- 
gration queues at Bermu- 
da airport. The developer, 
IBM, expects to introduce 
the scanners at airports 
around the world in the 
next few years. 

Called hand-geometry 
scanners, the devices are 
part of a revolution in the 
science of biometrics, in 
which a person’s biologi- 
cal characteristics — iris 
patterns, voice patterns or 
fingerprints — are turned 
into digital data that can 
identify them precisely. 

Developed as a security 
measure for banks and 
credit card companies, 
biometrics scanners are 

No more 


likely to have a dramatic 
impact on everyday life in 
the next few years. In 
Britain, BT is planning to 
create a database of iris 
scans that would enable 
individuals to be recog- 
nised by their “eye 
prints”. For instance, they 
could be given cash or 
provided with phone 
calls. Iriscan. an Ameri- 
can company, has already 
provided such devices to 
a Japanese bank for its 
cash machines. 

Similarly. Keyware 
Technologies from 
Boston is to launch a 
voice-recognition system 
which will "allow PC users 
to make financial transac- 
tions on the Internet with- 
out fear of being inter- 
cepted and defrauded. 

“We are on the brink of 
some very important 
developments,” said Jeff 
Moitner, head of IBM’s 
Fastgate project. “Bio- 
metrics is going to affect 


everyone’s lives very 
soon” 

IBM has begun selling 
its Fastgate service to 
banks, airlines and other 
companies that issue 
credit, executive club, or 
other cards. The firms 
will then offer to enrol its 
customers in the scheme. 
Once a person is in the 
scheme, they will arrive 
at an airport, identify 
themselves with a pass- 
port. A card swipe will 
then be taken, as well as a 
hand scan. This data will 
then be logged on a com- 
puter. and used for future 
identification. 

“The next time that per- 
son arrives at that airport 
he or she will proffer their 
card, and a hand for scan- 
ning, and that will be suf- 
ficient to identify them 
precisely as someone who 
was acceptable to immi- 
gration officials on their 
last visit. They can then 
enter the country without 


needing to show their 
passport.” 

With Fastgate, scanners 
will survey the length and 
breadth of a person’s 
hand and fingers, data 
that offers great precision 
for identification. 

BT believes iris recog- 
nition is even more accu- 
rate and has invested mil- 
lions of pounds on sys- 
tems. These have already 
been tested at military 
installations in Britain 
and America and, accord- 
ing to some reports, are 
employed in parts of 
Buckingham Palace. 

Now Japanese bank 
OKI and Citibank in 
America are planning to 
use iris scanning at their 
automated bank machines 
this year. Barclays has 
also expressed an interest 

A camera inside the 
machine will record an 
image of users’ eye pat- 
terns and check their 
identity by transmitting 


the digitalised image to a 
central database. This 
would eliminate the need 
for a card. 

In addition, the compa- 
ny has developed a hand- 
held device, that can be 
attached to ordinary 
phones, which would 
eliminate the need for 
passwords when cus- 
tomers ring home-bank- 
ing services. Other uses 
could include opening a 
safe, accessing a locked 
room and turning on a 
computer. 

Doctors are now study- 
ing the system to see if it 
will be more accurate 
than DNA or dental 
checks for identifying 
corpses. “It is extremely 
accurate,” said the sys- 
tem’s inventor. Dr. John 
Daugraan of Cambridge 
University. “You could 
easily be recognised as 
one person out of an 
entire nation with 
absolute certainty.” 
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The system has obvious 
benefits for BT, a 
spokesman said: “If 

records of iris patterns are 
kept centrally, it will 
obviously generate a lot 
of telephone traffic for 
BT.” 

Other companies are 
planning to use different 
biometric systems such as 
Boston's Keyware — 
which has a voice recog- 
nition deal with a major 
U.S. clearing bank. 

“We will use micro- 
phones — now fitted to 
desktop computers — to 
record users' voices.” said 
a Keyware spokes- 
woman. “Digitalised ver- 
sions could pinpoint indi- 
viduals with extreme 
accuracy and provide 
security for people using 
credit cards for Internet 
purchases.” 

The Observer 


Technology takes over border controls 


Advances in scanning technology mean that 
fingerprints, hands, bets and even eyes can be 
digitally scanned and used to form a unique 
identifying barcode 


I. Person looks through 
eyepiece. 

2. Laser scans eye 
. retorting 

I microscopic details. 


Hand scanning 


2. insert 
ordinary 
credit card 
into 

console. 


I* Select which 
language yoo wish 

to converse iii. 

2. Insert hand to be scanned. 

Database checks your hand print 
with one on file and then checks 
to make sure your ID matches 
that on credit cant A 




Rs 




3. Computer translates dm tao a unique barcode 
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Iraqi trade minister charges U.N. Sanctions 
Committee of rejecting Jordanian contracts 


By Ziud Al Shilleh 

Special lo the Jt’nhin runes 

AMMAN — Iraqi Trade 
Mirmtcr Mohammad Maftdi 
Saleh Tuesday said the 
Sanctions Committee has 
rejected five comnicis from 
Jordan to provide food sup- 
plies to Iraq within the oil- 
I'or-fixvJ deal, noting that 
the same committee has 
approved similar contracts 
with similar prices and 
specifications from difl'er- 

ont countries. 

Al a press interview in 
Amman, whore he made a 
stojxner on his way to 
Mimvco. Dr. Saleh accused 
the committee of delaying 
the implementation of con- 
tractv lor food supplies 
through the Jordanian sea- 


port of Aqaba on purpose. 

He noted that the biggest 
contract with a French com- 
pany to supply Iraq with 
165.00U tonnes of wheat 
through Aqaba has been 
suspended for more than 
three months now. and has 
not been approved yet by 
ihe Sanctions Committee. 

The committee has 
approved contracts for the 
supply of food items to Iraq 
worth S460 million, out of 
482 contracts worth S 1.995 
million . he pointed ouL not- 
ing that the Sanctions Com- 
mittee has a surplus of $250 
million from the oil for food 
deal, which has not been 
used. 

For more than one month, 
ihe Sanctions Committee 
has onlv okaved 10 con- 


tracts despite the availabili- 
ty of funds for this purpose, 
the minister indicated. 

Dr. Saleh stressed the need 
io expand economic rela- 
tions with Jordan in all 
fields and to increase the 
volume of trade activity to 
its previous levels, noting 
that Jordan is a main gate- 
way for Iraqi food imports. 

On the Jordanian-Iraqi 
trade protocol. Dr. Saleh 
said it is being implemented 
smoothly as scheduled, 
adding that no problems are 
enounlered in this respect. 
He emphasised his coun- 
try's interest in expanding 
economic relations with Jor- 
dan and enhancing them in 
various economic fields. 

The Iraqi minister criti- 
cised the United States pol- 


icy, saying that it tries, 
through the Sanctions Com- 
mittee to delay the imple- 
mentation of contracts in a 
bid to put pressure on Iraq 
and to maintain the siege 
imposed on Iraq since 1990. 

“The American attempts 
to delay the implementation 
of contacts reflect the dirty 
face of the American policy 
towards Iraq." Dr. Saleh 
said, adding that the USA 
has politicised the food 
deals. 

Dr. Saleh called for lifting 
the siege on Iraq and for 
implementing paragraph 12 
of the United Nations reso- 
lution, stressing that Iraq 
has honoured all its commit- 
ments. 


Base rate rises to 6.25 per cent 

Bank of England wins partial independence 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
new Labour Chancellor of 
die Exchequer Gordon 
Brown unveiled "the most 
radical inicm;i! reform" to 
the Bank of Eng kind for 
more ilian 5IKI years on 
Tuesday, when he granted 
lire cental bank partial inde- 
pendence. 


Mr. Brown also announced 
that he was raising the 
British base rate by 0.25 per- 
centage points to 6.25 per 
cent, in what was seen as a 
bid to project his self-styled 
image as the “iron chancel- 
lor" and to establish his cred- 
ibility on the London mar- 
kets. 


"This is the time to take the 
tough decisions we need for 
the long-term interests and 
prosperity of the country." 
Mr. Brown told reporters. 

“1 will not shrink from the 
tough decisions needed to 
deliver stability for long- 
term growth." he added. 

Mr. Brown stressed that 



Two Magnificent Cello Performances 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Czech Embassy 

present 

CZECH CELLIST JUtl BARTA 

wtfj the 

ORCHESTRA OF THE NATIONAL MUSIC CONSERVATORY 
Mohammad Othman Sidiq. conductor 

Monday. 12 May 1997- 8.-Q0 pm. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Main Theatre 

Ticket price: JD 5 

Hidyn’s Cen-erto in C Miiar- for Cello 
■ Oehaur* Pieces for CeUo Solo by B»ch imd 
I Kodily I 

EVtTA by Andrew Lloyd Webber, winner | 
the J997 _j 


^Xamott 

KJTR. 


The National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

ana 

Institute Cervantes ^ 
present 

Renowned Spanish Cellist 

JOSE? BAS SAL 

Tuesday. 1 3 May 1 997- 8.00 p.m. 

The Royal Cultural Center - Mam Theatre 

Ticket price: JD 5 
Pieces by Bach. GabnelN and others. 

In cooperation with RaJrsson SAS HoieMmmcn 



Tickets available ae 

- Alahlu Abda Superstore, tel. 688-18 1 

- Aiissar Flowers, tc*. 5527695 

- Arusana. td. £47858 
-Babicho. id. 661322 

- Cafte Moka. td. 856235 

- Insniuto Cervantes, tel. 610858 


-Music Bc». tel. 815745 

- Philadelphia Book Gallery, tel. 55 1 586 1 

- Radisson SAS Hotel, td. 607 1 00 

- The Royal Cultural Center, td. 669(126 

- Safeway, tel. 6853 1 1 

- The National M uve Conservator/, rel. 687620 


Attend both concerts fora special price o f)D 6 instead ofJD 10. 


further changes w'ould be 
needed before the Bank of 
England could be considered 
as independent. And he 
insisted that it was “unlike- 
ly" that Britain would be 
among the first wave of 
countries adopting the Euro- 
pean single currency in 
1999. 

“I am sure that this deci- 
sion will be supported by 
people who are against 
EMU (Economic and Mone- 
tary Union) but who are in 
favour of an independent 
central bank " he said. 

Mr. Brown said that 
Britain “must break from the 
short termism of the past — 
the economic instability that 
has characterised the British 
economy, not just in recent 
years but for most of this 
century. 

"That is why I want British 
economic success to be built 
• on the solid rock of prudent, 
ahd consistent economic 
management, not the shift- 1 
mg sands of boom and bust. 
Now is the time for long ter- 
mism,” he asserted 

The shake-up of British 
monetary policy was Mr. 
Brown's first move as chan- 
cellor in the light of a 
resounding Labour election 
victory last week. 

Mr. Brown said that he had 
decided to give the Bank of 
England operational respon- 
sibility for setting interest 
rates, with immediate effect. 

The government would 
continue to set a national 
inflation target and the Bank 
of England would have 
responsibility for setting 
interest rates to meet the tar- 
get. Mr. Brown said. 
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The Business of Information 


Cross Rates 


Prices as at. 


6/05/97 18:55 





Wc'rJrM 

BHH9 

wm 

ESI 

must 

CS3 


US Dollar 


1.7220 

0.6109 

1.4620 

125.38 

1.3777 

170670 

17372 

57120 

DE Marie 

0.5807 

. 

0.3545 


7279 


WDJ4 

1.1250 

37752 

GB Sterling 

1.6368 

2.8134 

- 


205.10 

27550 

279276 

3.1704 

97119 

CH Franc 

0.6840 

11777 

CL4174 

- 

85.72 

0.9417 

1166.12 

13242 

3.9700 

JP Yen 

0.0080 

1.3727 

04868 

1.1656 

- 

1.0984 

1370 

15441 

4.6306 

CA Dollar 

0.7258 

1.2378 

04407 

1.0536 

1.10 

- 

1224.76 

17927 

4.1726 

ITUra 

0.0006 

1.0078 

0.3575 

0.0856 

1363.14 

0.8065 

- 

1174 

34001 

NL Guilder 

0.5162 

8JL84 

0.3151 

7548 

64.68 

0.7110 

880.74 

- 

2.9973 

FR Franc 

0.1721 


0.1050 

25.1393 

21.55 

07369 

3370 

337000 



Middle Eastern Currencies 



MIL-1 ■■ 



■Ml 

iEsa 

ESC! 



K LEM 

US Dollar 

- 

0.7080 

3.7504 

07770 

3.6401 

LLU 

3.6710 

153970 

37895 

Jordan Dinar 

14124 

. 

57972 

07324 

5.1414 

04294 

5.1850 

2173.73 

4.7874 

GB Sterlling 

07666 

0.1888 

. 

0.1005 

077 

0.0811 

078 

41076 

07038 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

17781 

97488 

- 

9.66 

0.8064 

9.74 

408275 

87913 

Qatar Dinar 

07747 

0.1945 

1.0303 

1.0303 

- 

07835 

171 

422.79 

07311 

Kuwait Dinar 

37895 

27289 

127368 

17400 

11.97 

- 

1278 

506270 

07311 

Emirates Dinar 

07724 


1.0216 

0.1027 

0.9916 


- 

41973 

07233 

Lebanese/IOOO 

0.65 

04600 

24389 


27652 

0.1975 

27853 

- 

2-2024 

Egyptian 

07950 

Ezzm 

1.1065 

0.1112 

1.0740 

0.0897 

17831 

45476 

■ ■ 

Energy 





Mid-East Currencies 



HHI 

' ■ 
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1870 

18.10 


SA RJyal 

07666 

04593 

0.1629 

079009 



070 

1975 


AE Dirham 

07724 

048924 

0.16643 

079853 

34,1682 


1870 

18.10 

asK 

KW Dinar 

37895 

576572 


471232 

412741 

Pffn 

1775 

1770 


BH Dinar 

07770 

477038 

1.62075 

378048 

332.779 

MRW 

192.00 

192.00 

M 


17454 

37488 

1.1878 

2744 

243.939 


Metal P 

rices 




Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 



MLZU 

Offer 


E3ED 


. -3 - " 



. v-f-i. •. 

Gold {o x's) 

3424 

342.9 


W.TWil 

Month' 

Months 

Months 

Months 

•Tear-, 

Silver (ox's) 

4.73 

4.75 

1 1 

USD 

573 

578 

577 

577 

6.00 

Platinum (oz’s) 

3737 

3747 

I| 

GBP 

676 

677 

676 

678 

671 

AL (3 Months) 

1631 

1832 


JPY 

040 

042 

047 

0.59 

0.61 

CU (3 Months) 

2362 

2364 



273 

274 

3.06 

3-22 

3.12 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1278 

1279 


FRF 

376 

377 

346 

348 

370 

Lead (3 Months 

626 

6Z7 


CHF 

170 

176 

172 

178 

1.68 

Nl (3 Months) 

7470 

7475 


ITL 

679 

6.78 

6.72 

671 

679 


Main Equity Indicies 


Bourse . 

Index . 

Value . 

K 23SM 



Low* 

EE3 

New York 

DOW JONES 

7250.61 

36.12 

07 

726375 

7193.62 

721449 

Newyork 

S&P500 

831.18 

074 

0.11 

83229 

826.73 

83024 

London 

FT-SE 100 

45197 

63.7 

143 

45257 

44727 

44557 

Tokyo 

NIKKlE 225 

20180.92 

666.17 

ESI 

EES 

196167 

195147 

Paris 

CAC40 

265173 

-2071 


2685.67 

264047 

267274 

Frankfurt 

□AX 

356878 

397 

Ka 

358476 


3528.78 


Energy - 


JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity* 

HUH 

S'iTflBi 



RUTS? 


Coffee (c/lbs) 


' Spot 


US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

Cocoa (5/tonJ 


spot ’ 


GB Sterlling 

1.1465 


Sugar (S/ton) 


Spot 


DE Mark 

04091 


Wheat (5/ton) 


Spot 


CH Franc 

04804 


Soya (c/lbs) 


Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1212 

0.1218 

Tea (stg/kg) 

152 

Spot 


JP Yen 

07606 

07634 

Barley (5/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL Guilder 

02637 

02655 

Rice (S/ton) 

480 

Spot 


ITUra 

04136 

04157 


Source: Central Bank of Jordan 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Smart 
6 Fetish 
10 Reps. 

14 Golftiom’s 
Palmer 

15 Certain star 

16 Kingston — 

17 Take dangerous 
chances 

20 Suit to — 

21 —Plaines 

22 Titillates 

23 Elko's state: 
abbr. 

24 Pronoun 

25 Brutish one 

26 Flightless birds 

28 Home tor the 
herd 

29 Swell 

32 “Lou Grant" 
actor 

34 Beginning 

35 Bull: Sp. 

36 Gel even 

39 Pine 

40 Like a quidnunc 

41 Ardently 

42 Ultimate 

43 Actress 
Thompson 

44 Essence 

45 Overhangs 

47 — stop 

48 Direction letters 
51 Toils 

53 Fleming 

54 To — 

(everyone) 

55 Allow Tittle time 

58 Stadium section 

59 Shroyer of TV 

60 Certain vessel 

61 Faults 

62 Gainsay 

63 Muscle problem 

DOWN 

1 Clear wrap 

2 Overused 

3 Blissful 

4 Victory goddess 

5 Congeal 

6 Gather 

7 Performs 

8 Eggs 
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9 Lamps 

10 Map collection 

11 Something 
useful 

12 Spell 

13 Weeps 

18 Fateful day 

19 Dizzy or Daffy 

24 Pitch 

25 Ribald 

27 Dole 

28 Model wood 

30 City on the Oka 

31 Rower 

32 Wise — owl 

33 Splinter group 

34 Destines 

35 Binge 

37 Tangled 

38 Pert Girl 

43 Certain times 

44 Brooches 



46 Declares 

47 Scapegoat 

49 Vaults 

50 Admission 

51 NCOS 

52 53 


53 Goff club 

54 Sutherland forte 

56 Unit 

57 Short trip 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 7: 
FORWEDNESDAX, 
MAY 7, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righler Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You twB be in a 
very creative mood today, 
so turn this to your benefit 
and use your ideas wisely. 
Make an effort 'to please, 
your mate more by doing 
something special or tak- 
ing him or her to a roman- 
tic location. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you entertain 

some guests at home later 
this evening, stick to con- 
ventional amusements 

which everyone wifi, 
enjoy. Try to see your dif- 
ficulties from another 
point of view today arid 
thereby you can eliminate 
any obstacles. 4 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21). If some good 
friends ask you to join in a 
group project today, 
accept the offer and there- 
by you can get your career 
activities completed Later 
rhis evening is a good time 
to pursue some dream 
which seemed out of 
reach. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Yon 
will have an opportnniiy 
to improve your financial 
situation today, however, 
don’t rush into anything. 
Follow an advisor’s' sug- 
gestions for completing 
any career activities which 
you have been given by a 
bigwig and thereby. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Think carefully as you 
proceed today, and learn 
from past experiences. 
Get together with some 
good friends - for an 
evening of entertainment 
and thereby we can have a 
relaxing time together at 
recre ational activities. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Concen- 
trate on finding some bet- 
ter ways to please your 
’mate today, then. foDow- 
'through with your ideas 
later this evening and get 
'many fine results. This is a 
good time to go out on the 
town with close friends. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) Try to 
make your ambitions 
more practical and worth- 
while today, thereby you 
can get notice by a big- 
wig. Think over what your 
friends expect of you and 
tty to live up to this, so 
you can gain their respect 
and admiration. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You can 
become more successful 
today, financially and in 
business, by bringing your 
abilities to the attention of 
your superiors. Later this 
evening would be a good 
time for you to meet with 
fellow associates concern- 
ing a new project 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21) You can make a 
few very beneficial con- 
tacts today by visiting new 
places with a good friend. 
Be clever, however, cau- 
tious. while speaking as 
not to divulge any secret 
information which is not 
for eveyrones ears. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you get an early start 
today, you can put over 
some big deals you have 
labouring on. and with 
surprisingly little effort. 
L a t er this evening will be 
good for you and your 
mate to go to a special 
place for a ro mantic 
evening. 

AQUAjRIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Yon can i 
come to a fine meeting of 1 1 
minds with a superior 
today, however, be suns to 
hold up your end of the 
bargain or you could lose 
face with him or her. 
Make your conversations 
concise and clear so -that 
you can be understood.' 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) A fellow asso- 
ciate has some good ideas 
for improving the efficien- 
cy of your career activities 
location, however, get die 
approval of your superior 
before beginning. This 
evening will be good for a 
relaxing at home with 
loved ones. 
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Birthstone of 
May: Emerald Citrine 
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Palestinian business 
team in Cairo to discuss 
Jerusalem investments 


t 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Pales- 
tinian business delegation is 
visiting Egypt to discuss 
ways to boost Egyptian- 
Palestinian trade and invest- 
ment cooperation, particular- 
ly in Jerusalem, delegation 
chief Faisal Husseini said. 

Mr. Husseini, who man- 
ages the thorny Jerusalem 
file for the Palestinian 
National Authority, said the 
visit came at the invitation of 
Egyptian businessmen to 
explore means to develop 
bilateral relations. 

“Egyptian businessmen 


will participate in some 
activities in Jerusalem such 
as construction, tourism and 
the hotel industry,” Mr. Hus- 
seini said 

“We wQ! also dur- 
ing our visit here some pro- 
jects for which we ate seek- 
ing Egyptian participation,” 
he said. 

“Investment in Jerusalem 
is open to all Arab investors,” 
be added . 

Palestinians want the east- 
ern sector of the Holy City as 
die capital of a future inde- 
pendent state. 



Cigarette company boosts 
sales by 190 per cent, transfers 
JD29.10 million to government 

** SALES OF the International Tobacco and Cigarettes 
M Company shot up by 190 per cent last year reaching 
^ JD4134 million compared to JD21.74 milli on of sales in 
1995. The company translated the increase in sales to 
mean that its share of the local market has expanded by 
35 per cent However, not all of the earnings belonged to 
the company as JD29.10 milli on in sales tax and “funds 
in trust” to activate planting tobacco were paid to the gov- 
ernment in 1996. As such, the company was left with 
only JD 12.24 millipn which, after deducting production 
costs and administrative and selling exprases came down 
to a net profit of JD 1.86 million. 

In 1995, the company paid the government a total of 
JD 15.06 million and was left with a net profit of 
JD433,697. Compared to 1996, the net profit has grown 
by 430 per cent. 

Board Chairman Hassan Ansbasi told the general 
assembly that the company was able to finance new pro- 
duction lines and warehouses, costing about JD2 minion, 
from the company own financial resources. In addition to 
covering the costs of the new capital investments, the 
company was able to bring down the indebtedness of the 
firm by about JD1.1 million. Mr. Anshasi told the share- 
holders that based on the approval of the general assem- 
bly in early 1996, the company’s capital was raised by 
JD3.5 million for an investment by. a fpreign firm with 
which negotiations are still going on to become a partner. 

The chairman indicated that the increase in die capital 
will remain unsubscribed until the circumstances become 
suitable for either floating shares for subscription or 
agreeing on the equity with a foreign rarity. 

According to the annual report, total assets at the rad of 
lastayear amounted to JD18.3 million, an increase of five 
per cent over the total assets at the end of 1995. The 
shareholders’ equity grew by 17.3 per cent to reach more 
than JD12 million. 

Noting that sales during die first three months of this 
year (1997) have reached close to JDI 1.5 million despite 
stiff competition and current prevailing economic condi- 
tions, Mr. Anshasi told the general assembly that the 
company is targetting JD50 million in sales in 1997. 

A heated debate marred the general assembly meeting 
as some shareholders demanded the distribution of divi- 
dends but the board recommended that JD1.47 million of 
the profit be transferred to trained earnings. The meeting 
concluded by endorsing the recommendaion of the board 
(AJAswaq+Al Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF, 



“Why on earth would I want to have 
myself cloned? I don’t even like 
my reflection!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
>0 by Hamf Arnold and MkaAmMon 


% 


Unscramble these four JumWes, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


ROGOI 

m! 


■•ft 

■ 

■■ 


enttTfeMU**is»iw!ti.K 



IOBOD 



■■ft 

■ft 


RAMPHE 


£■ 

■ 

■ 

ft 

■ 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


tswerhom: A □xrrraxr 

11- IjlnnHoul 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles; BARON UNIFY FARINA LAU^H 
Answer Compared to home, summer camp can be 
[his - A 'FAR' CRY 


Century turns Jordan into an offshore base 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — When busi- 
nessman Omar Salah start- 
ed wooing foreign partners 
to Jordan two years ago, 
rivals scoffed at his plans to 
produce Jordanian goods 
that could compete in the 
global market 

But Mr. Salah’s pioneer- 
ing Century Group, a con- 
glomerate of joint ventures 
from software to sand min- 
ing, has defied the doubters. 
It aims to be Jordan’s top 
textile exporter in 1997, 
with more ambitious pro- 
jects coining on stream 
within two years. 

Its clotbes, supplied to 
designer label retailers, are 
already on sale in top fash- 
ion stores throughout 
Europe and the United 
States. 

“Any shopping mall in the 


United States, in the biggest 
stores, you will find one of 
our products. We sell to the 
Gap, Victoria’s Secret, Polo 
Ralph Lauren, Structure, to 
J. (Sew and Banana Repub- 
lic,** says 30-year-old Salah. 

“It was not an easy thing 
from the beginning, 
because the ideas 1 had 
required markets that Jor- 
dan did not have” he said. 

While Jordan’s business 
hopes were mostly dashed 
by the modest trickle of for- 
eign capital since a 1994 
peace treaty with Israel, 
Century found ways to reap 
the “peace dividend.” 

Mr. Salah’s secret was to 
attract multinationals as 50 
per cent equity partners to 

Jordan. Century could pro- 
duce brand-name goods in 
Jordan, which were presold 
to Western markets. 

The firm, employing 
1,000 people since* it was 


set up in 1995 aims to be 
Jordan’s largest industrial 
conglomerate by 2000. 

Century also caught the 
attention of emerging funds 
looking at regional opportu- 
nities, including ING Bar- 
ing’s whose Middle East 
director Angus Blair rates it 
highly for his clients. 

“It’s amazing for some- 
one of his age,. .Who is not 
just looking at creating a 
profitable business but 
employing people and cle- 
aring competitive business 
which Jordan is benefiting 
enormously from,” Mr. 
Blair said. “He's unique ” 

Century has already lined 
up 12 projects, with a total 
of $100 million of invest- 
ments, half of which are 
now in operation, and the 
rest are due on stream by 
the end of 1998 or early 
1999. 

Its partners are U.S. Sara 


Lee, American Standard 
Textiles and Levi’s in tex- 
tiles, U.S. Motorola in soft- 
ware, U.S. Leisure in plas- 
tics, Belgian Sibelco in 
sand minin g and U.S. 
Shamrock and German 
Otto in retail. 

Already three industrial 
projects with Dutch firms 
came on stream in 1997 — 
the largest an $8 million 
can-making plant with 
Dutch Can Pack producing 
350 million cans annually 

and a SI million dairy pud- 
ding plant with Ballon. The 
third with Antilles Gold is 
in jewellery casting to 
European markets. 

A $5 million mining pro- 
ject with Belgian Sibelco to 

export silica sand for glass- 
ware should be ready by 
September and another 
with Motorola to develop 
software is being negotiat- 
ed. Another $5 million 
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PAST 12 

HOT 


MOTHS 

LOW 


COMPANY ‘ 3 mi a 


r / e 



DIV. 


HO. RO. OP 
OP SHARES 
TRANS- 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


OPES 

PRICE 


CLOSE CHANCE 


269.000 

213.000 

ARAB BANK 

11.7 

1.57 

6 

200 

51000 

255.00 



R 2.100 

1.680 

JOR. NATIONAL BK. 

E 

0.00 

7 

21343 

37990 

1.79 



5.500 

4.100 

CAIRO M9M BANK 

9.3 

3.33 

2 

11400 

51300 

4.50 



1.210 

.880 

KID. EAST XHV.BK. 

62.4 

0.00 

1 

3000 

2850 

.96 




4.250 

THE HOUSING BE. 

14.3 

4.07 

19 

359SS 

170787 

4.72 

4.77 



2.440 

JOB. KUWAIT BANK 

18.5 

0.00 

4 

320 

816 

2.53 



1.080 

.800 

JOR.OUL T BANK 

4.8 

8.75 

5 

9900 

7950 

.81 

.80 


4.090 

3.480 

JOB -ISLAMIC BANK 

14.4 

3.39 

2 

60 

212 

3.53 

3.54 


3.800 

3.000 

JOR.XNV.rZH.B&NX 

21.2 

0.00 

2 

450 

1488 

3.35 



2.850 

1.000 

BEIT. AL— HAL (BZITNA) .6 

15.00 

3 

500 

500 

1.00 



5.150 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

22.7 

0.00 

1 

1000 

4700 

4.74 



1.440 

1.000 

PHHADEL.IHV.BK. 

a 

0.00 

2 

300 

327 

1.11 

1.09 

.02- 

BABE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 

192.22 ZCBGi 

-0.04 

56 

04438 

329948 




+ 2.700 

2.300 

GENERAL ARAB IBSOR. 

13.2 

7. SB 

2 

280 

616 

2-30 

2.20 


2.200 

X.850 

ARAB LIFE IBSOR. 

7.2 

5.41 

1 

250 

463 

1.95 

1.85 

.10- 

insurance sector totals index: 

115.42 ZCSGi 

-0.49 

3 

530 

1079 





1*820 1.450 JOR. ELECTRIC PUR. 7.8 
7.500 6.000 VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 7.8 
1.490 .930 NAIL. PORTFOLIO g 
1.030 . 820 BEAL ESTATE ZBV. 12.1 
3.720 2.900 ARAB HfrL.IKV.EDOC. 7.8 
1.220 .960 XARKK EDUCATION g 
2.230 1.640 UNIFIED CO. 7.8 


6.21 

4.93 

0.00 

6.90 

0.00 

0.00 

6.71 


45 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

7 


34094 

300 

500 

200 

1600 

4300 

1800 


54641 

2130 

495 

174 

4800 

4171 

2965 


1.58 

7.15 

.99 

.88 

3.00 

.98 

1.6S 


1.61 .03+ 

7.10 .05- 

.99 

.87 .01- 

3.00 

.97 .01- 

1.64 .01- 


8SRVXCS SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX « 101.80 *CBBi +0.20 


62 


42794 


69376 



1.250 

.930 

ATTANQKEB 

9 

o.oo 

3 

1600 

1670 

1.05 

1.05 



3.800 

3.060 

JOR. CJUIENT FACT. 

25.2 

2.94 

32 

8432 

31242 

3.74 


_ 


3.500 

2.710 

JOR .PHOSPHATE SOSES 

8.7 

3.21 

1 

1000 

3120 

3.09 

3.12 

.03+ 


6.100 

4.950 

«S POTASH CO. 

13.3 

3.51 

2 

200 

1140 

5.80 

5.70 

.10- 


10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFTHARY 

9.1 

9.46 

17 

1228 

11539 

9.37 

9.40 

.03+ 


3.260 

1.6S0 

INDUSTRIAL COMM.ACR- 

9 

0.00 

10 

2166 

3768 

1.77 

1.74 

.03- 


4.010 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. KAKP- 

9.6 

5.75 

12 

1809 

6294 

3.47 

3.48 

.01+ 


7.250 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IHD. 

7.2 

2.88 

1 

100 

695 

6.90 

6.95 

.05+ 


2.S70 

2.050 

JORDAN DAIRY 

7.7 

10.77 

1 

300 

681 

2.26 

2.27 

.01+ 

♦ 

2.190 

1.490 

Jim. PIPES HANFCT. 

18.0 

5.52 

1 

100 

14S 

1.53 

1.45 

.08- 


1.760 

1.180 

RAFXA INDUSTRIES 

<3 

0-00 

1 

250 

295 

1.20 

1.18 

.02- 


5.910 

4.250 

BAR ALDAHA DV.IJW. 

11.0 

5.56 

2 

700 

3144 

4.47 

4.50 

.03+ 


.960 

'.450- 

" LIVESTOCK £ POCLTHT 

10.8 

0.00 

8 

38 04 

1938 





.900 

.540 

- NATIONAL TEDS - 

. -B.l 

10.91 

4 

1100 

605 

.55 

.55 

_ ■ 

+ 

1.150 

.610 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IHDS. 

9 

0.00 

4 

850 

510 

.61 

.60 

.01- 


3.730 

2.130 

HATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

15.5 

0.00 

2 

SOO 

1275 

2.35 




2.660 

1.410 

ONIV. HODS. IHDS- 

P 

.17 

4 

950 

1399 

1.45 

1.47 

.02+ 


1.780 

1.130 

JOT. urns .RESOURCES 

15.2 

8.85 

18 

6500 

7383 

1.13 

1.13 



1.230 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.8 

0.00 

1 

250 

iis 

.86 

.86 

- 

■* 

2.320 

1.730 

EL -EAY READY HEAR 

P 

0.00 

6 

1622 

2734 

1.73 

1.68 

.05- 


1.340 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

26.8 

0.00 

8 

2600 

29*2 

1.15 

1.14 

.01- 


1.400 

.860 

UNION CH. £ VXG. 

28.2 

0.00 

9 

7350 

6533 . 

.88 

.89 

.01+ 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.75 ZCSG* 

-0.61 

147 

43411 

89305 

'£N 



GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX I 150.12 ZCBGr 

-0.26 

268 

171173 

489708 

’ 
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.670 

.370 

CENTRAL CCS. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

2 

200 

78 

.40 

.39 

.01- 


.790 

.440 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

11.7 

0.00 

3 

1500 

660 

.44 

.44 

- 

+ 

.840 

-670 

UNION INV. SO* 

63.1 

0.00 

13 

52988 

8508 

.67 

.66 

.01- 


.830 

.370 

ARAB FIS. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

21 

24050 

10604 

.46 

.44 

.02- 

W 

.950 

.730 

AL-SHARQ TNV. 75* 

X 

a. oo 

2 

11000 

5200 

.73. - 

.73 


N 

.950 

.620 

AL-DAWLXYAH 75* 

14.5 

0.00 

6 

8500 

3315 

.65 

.64 

.01- 


.640 

.200 

Jim. IHDS . KATCH-JEHCO 

9 

0.00 

1 

2300 

552 

.24 

.24 

- 


.740 

.510 

ARAB FOOD £ KED. 

9 

0.00 

13 

2650 

1467 

.55 

.55 

— 


.690 

.430 

ARAB I STL. INV.TRD. 

50.7 

0.00 

2 

1000 

440 

.44 

.44 

— 


.830 

.400 

HATL . MULT . EMC . KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

52 

65450 

34123 

.55 

.52 

.03— 


.640 

.430 

NAYEAK DIES £ WOLDS 

E 

0.00- 

9 

9250 

5088 

.57 

.55 

.02- 


.970 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

0.00 

8 

11650 

8388 

.72 

.72 

- 


.730 

.600 

MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 

E 

0.00 

2 

500 

185 

.61 

.62 

.01+ 


1.280 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

3 

1000 

6*0 

.89 

.89 

- 


.770 

.550 

RAZZ PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

6 

3301 

858 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 


.630 

.390 

1MDS. ESQ. 

25. 9 

0.00 

6 

8000 

3360 

.42 

.42 

— 


.950 

.760 

IHDS. CEBAMZC 

E 

0.00 

10 

5557 

4341 

.78 

.80 

.02+ 


.590 

.360 

I -TEXTILE KANUF. 

9 

0.00 

2 

1100 

407 

.39 

.37 

.02- 


.820 

.590 

HATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

2 

1200 

816 

.68 

.68 

— 


1.000 

1.000 

NAT. ALUMINIUM- 75* 

Z 

0.00 

3 

66490 

49868 

1.00 

1.00 

— 


.870 

.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.7 

a.oa 

13 

9050 

5973 

.66 

_ 2 *_ 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 



r|[| _ [ _ 


179 

2B6736 

144949 
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plant to produce plastics 
with U.S. Leisure is being 
constructed and set for pro- 
duction by January 1998. 

A pioneering $2 million 
project to produce medical 
textiles such as hospital 
sheets with Cincinnati- 
based American Standard 
Textiles for the European 
market should be ready by 
end of 1977. 

“Right now they are 
sewing in the U.S. and 
exporting to Europe. They 
decided instead Jordan will 
sew medical textiles and 
reexport to Europe and save 
a lot of money,” Mr, Salah 
said. 

Century’s first three $10 
million ventures with Sara 
Lee have a $60 million 
sales target by end of 1997, 
which would make it the 
country’s largest textile 
exporter. A new $3 million 
Levi’s plant to produce 
shirts is due for end of 
1997. 

Forging strong ties with 
U.S. retailers. Century 
plans a $24 million shop- 
ping mall with U.S. Retail- 
er Shamrock to be opened 
in Jordan by 1999. It has 
also set up Jordan's first 
buying office with the mail 
order group German Otto to 
act as a channel to “help 
Jordanian firms export all 
over the world,” Mr. Salah 
said. 

Century has also found a 
niche in attracting U.S. and 
European multinationals 
established in Israel who 
have either downsized or 
shifted some of their plants 
to Jordan. 


“A lot of European and 
American investors who 
traditionally had long-term 
investments in Israel now 
see they have no longer 
competitive wages in Israel 
and decided to shut down 
their plants and start new 
plants in Jordan.” Mr. Salah 
said. 

In the span of less than a 
year. Century has become 
the biggest investor in the 
Irbid Industrial Estate, only 
an hour’s drive away from 
Israel's northern industrial 
heartland. 

Production costs between 
40 and 70 per cent lower 
than Israel has been a major 
incentive for global giants 
such as Sara Lee already 
located in Israel who eye 
expansion in both, the 
Israeli and European mar- 
kets from its plant in Jor- 
dan. 

“We knew the secret to 
marketing is to do a joint 
venture where your partner 
assures you of a mar- 
ket. ..We wanted to guaran- 
tee the market from the 
start.. .Because if your part- 
ner is in the business then 
suddenly the market is 
assured,” Mr. Salah said. 

A pool of competitive and 
educated workers along 
with Jordan's close proxim- 
ity to European market 
gives the country an advan- 
tage as a potential outsourc- 
ing site for multinationals. 

“Jordan has access to 
markets around the world 
and we have very competi- 
tive labour and it’s getting 
better,” Mr. salah said. 


South Korean firms 
troubled by snowbalbng 
debts — central bank 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean firms are suffering 
from snowballing debts, 
which climbed 19.4 per 
cent annually from 1990 to 
reach a total of $513 bil- 
lion at the end of 1996. a 
central -bank report has 
said. 

The soaring debts were 
incurred over the past six 
years as South Korean 
firms rushed to boost pro- 
duction capacity beyond 
their ability, the Bank of 
Korea said. 

The bank blamed outdat- 
ed financing formulas and 
overdependence on bor- 
rowings from financial 
institutions for their aggra- 
vated corporate financial 
woes. 

As an example, the bank 
pinpointed the Hanbo 
Group, which went belly- 
up in January. 

Hanbo, the country’s 
14th largest conglomerate, 
had borrowed a total of 
$5.8 billion with its share- 
holders' equity standing at 


only $101 million. 

Hanbo's collapse 

prompted the South Kore- 
an government to embark 
on a sweeping revamp of 
its financial industry, but it 
was too late to save a sec- 
ond conglomerate, Sammi. 
which collapsed in March. 

The bank report coincid- 
ed with the publication of a 
survey of 600 large corpo- 
rations by the Federation 
of Korean Industries (FK3), 
which predicted the coun- 
try’s faltering economy 
would bottom out in the 
fourth quarter of this year. 

“The demand for such 
leading Korean industries 
as semiconductors, petro- 
chemicals and steel 
remains low but prices are 
beginning to recover at a 
steady rate,” an FKI spoke- 
man said. 

But he warned that the 
continuing depreciation of 
the Japanese yen would eat 
away at the competitive- 
ness of South Korean prod- 
ucts overseas. 
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World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops. 
6th. Circle’. Amman 
Also in Brazil -, 



r 


Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 
* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished for rent y 


STUDIO HBIG 

Pro fessional quality In 
^-tJiourwni'ffcd v. 
Develop your colour film 
atourshop and get 
f JUMBO pho^ size 
30 % larger. r ." 

? - Free, enlargement 
£0x30 cm. •, 


Shmefsani - Opposite 
Grindtays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


v^ s ;- E0 & 





FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 

' *1 


4* Ammtn 



Quality Serviced Suites 


• One A Two Bedrooms * FnUy 
.Equipped Khdaoetres * Dally A 
Stty * RcnoniMo Rato 


$5 

CfCWI HOTEL- 


INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOC 



-SAUNA, JACUZZI* 
MASSAGE 

- FITN ESS ROOM . 

- TENNIS & SQUASH 

COURTS 

■f 

TEL: 758180.' 
Radio ft TV Station Rd. 




■ EAl ESTATE 


C FOR 
| RENT 

| U:K; 1 u: \ 




'• 1 . . <1 ^ 


•\pn«u 1 men* s 


For detallt please col 

Tel . §64230 
Fax. 864231 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Nflnutes from Abdali 
to Airport and Back 



For Further Details call 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdali Branch 653313 


Pizza Grande 

M Restaurant s' Coffee Shop 


"AMERICAN *7. 
BREAKFAST ^ 
-STUFFED PIZZA 4 
(Chicago Syie) 

•PAN PIZZA (TWTNck Crust) ^ 
’ Qafiai Sariwctes (feta Beef) ^ 


r QwraeipZZf. ' t fuH/Tpii 
p- ' jiz jjif) !cc Cn r^/71. 

rrs f h Fr/iir hr/*.* K rvi'/w' : 


: Free DELIVERY 

££ DINE IN 

TAKE AWAY 


Superstore 

We Mmed To The S econd Roer 
Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 
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Rockets dominate Sonics 


to take series opener 


HOUSTON (Rl — The 
Houston Rockets blasted 
off to a convincing victory 
over the Seattle 
Supersonics in the opening 
game of their best-of-seven 
NBA Western Conference 
semifinal series Monday. 

Mario Elie matched a 
playoff record with five 
three-pointers without a 
miss and Clyde Drexler had 
22 points and nine 
rebounds as the Rockets 
soared to j ZS-point sec- 
ond-half lead before win- 
ning 112-102. 

Elie finished with 20 
points and eight assists and 
Charles Barkley had 19 
points and nine rebounds 
lor Houston. which 
improved to 4-0 in post- 
season play. 

Houston." trying 10 avenge 
a sweep at the hands of the 
Sonics in last year’s West 
semifinals, hosts game two 
on Wednesday. 

Shaun Kemp had 24 
points and 1 1 rebounds and 
Gary Payton contributed 1 9 
points to lead Seattle, 
which was pushed to a full 
five games by the Phoenix 
Suns in the first round. 

Elie. averaging 1 S.5 
points per game inlhe play- 
offs. tied a post -season 
mark by going 5-for-5 from 
three-point range. 

“They left me open. ' Elie 
said. "I guess they didn't 
respect me. I guess they 
haven't been watching TV. 
If they keep doubling our 
big guys we'll keep firing 



Fighting for a loose ball. Seattle SuperSonics* Sam Perkins (L) and Houston Rockets' 
Charles Barkley find themselves on the floor during second half action. The Rockets 
beat the Sonics 112-102 at the Summit in game one of the second round NBA playoffs 
(Reuters photo) 


away. 

Houston took control late 
in the first quarter when 
Man Maloney nailed a 
three-pointer with 6:45 left 
in the period to ignite 21-10 
spun that closed the quarter 
and gave the Rockets a 35- 
25 lead. 

Houston opened the sec- 
ond period with a 17-7 
burst that gave them a 52- 
32 cushion. 

Kemp helped Seattle get 
back in the game late in the 
period, scoring 10 points in 
a 20-9 run that brought the 
Sonics within 64-55 at half- 


time. 

But the Rockets poured it 
on early in the second half 
with a 2S-11 run that 
opened a commanding 92- 
66 bulge. Houston took a 
96-71 lead into the final 
quarter. 

“We were in a zone 
tonight and our outside 
shooting tonight was phe- 
nomenal.'’ said Houston 
coach Rudy Tomjanovich. 

“I'm very happy with the 
result and our intensity." 

Maloney drilled another 
three-pointer to open the 
fourth quarter and give 


Houston its largest lead at 
99-71. 

Seattle got back in die 
game behind Hersey 
Hawkins, who kept his 
ream from being embar- 
rassed by nailing four treys 
for all 12 of his points in 
the final period. His last 
three-pointer got the Sonics 
within 111-99 with 1 :37 to 
play. 


“We gave them a lot of 
opportunities to shoot and 
they knocked them down." 
Payton said. “The three- 
pointers are killing us." 


U.S.- 
Australia 
tie set for 


Washington 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The United States and 
Australia will meet here lor 
llicir Davis Cup semi-final tie 
on September 19-2!, the U.S. 
Tennis Association said 
Monday. 

The surface will be hard- 
court and the matches will be 
played at the 7.500-seat 
Fitzgerald Tennis Centre. 

“The international impor- 
tance of our nation's capilol 
was an obvious consideration 
in the selection process." 


USTA President Ham 
M;imunn said. "The rivalry 
between the United States and 
Australia is one of the fiercest 
m (he history of the Davis 
(.'up." 

The U S. team lias won a 
record 31 das is cups. 
Australia is neu best with 26. 
The nations last ntel in the 
opemny round with 
Australia wiiimii*: 4-1 at 

Melbourne 


Agassi pulls out of 
German Open 


HAMBURG (R) — Andre 
Agassi' angered - German' 
tennis officials on Monday 
by pulling out of the 
German Open a day before 
he was due to play his first- 
round match. 

The recently-married 
Agassi, due to meet 
Germany's Daniel Eisner 
in the opening round of the 
S2.3 million tournament, 
said in a short faxed mes- 
sage to the ATP he was 
pulling out due to a recur- 
rent wrist injury . 

Officials of the German 
Tennis Federation were 
annoyed both at the short 
notice of the withdrawal 
and by the fact that 
Agassi's message was not 
sent directly to them in 
Hamburg but to the ATP in 
Ponte Vedra. Florida. 

Eisner will advance to 
meet Spain's Carlos Cosll 


Muster tops ATP Tour 
prize-money winners 


1 . Thomas Muster ( Austria) 

2. Pete Sampras tU.S.) 

3. Michael Chang iU.S.1 

4. Marcelo Rios (Chile) 

5. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 

6. Carlos Moya (Spain » 

7. Alex Corretja (Spain) 

8. Todd Woodbridge (Australia) 

9. Sergi Bruguera (Spain) 

10. R. Krajicek (Netherlands) 

1 1 . Jonas tijorkman (Sweden.) 

12. Jim Courier (U.S.1 

13. Mart Rossei (Switzerland) 

14. Bohdan Ulihrach (Czech Ri 

15. Mark WoodForde l Australia) 

16. Albert Costa (Spain) 

17. M. Philippoussis (Australia) 

18. Patrick Rafter ( Australia) 

19. Thomas Enqvist (Sweden) 

20. Tim Henman (Britain) 


$751,284 
$737,378 
S7 17.899 
$551,948 
S505.985 
$474,124 
S4 10.263 
$399,573 
S382.735 
$378,655 
S364.911 
S3 14. 110 
5304.863 
$301,974 
$288,743 
S283.423 
$257,780 
$238,776 
S237.665 
S23 1.862 



Andre Agassi 


Korda 
slides into 
2nd round 


CORAL SPRINGS(R) — 
Second-seeded Czech Petr 
Korda “skated” into the 
second round of America’s 
red clay tennis champi- 
onship with a 6-3 64 victo- 
ry over South African 
Neville Godwin on 
Monday. 

Fifth seed Byron Black of 
Zimbabwe also advanced 
with a relatively easy 6-3 
6-2 first-round victory over 
another South African. 
Marcos Ondruska. 

The tournament, devoid 
of .any top-20 players with 
virtually all of the sport’s 
big names competing in 
European events, lost its 
third and eighth seeds on 
opening day. 

In a match between two 
former U.S. collegiate 
champions, 88th-ranked 
Sargis Sargsian of Armenia 
upended 36th -ranked third 
seed Alex O’Brien of the 
U.S. 3-6 6-3 6-3. 

Spaniard Juan Albert 
Viioca bounced eighth- 
seeded Austrian Gilbert 
Schaller 7-6 6-2. 

Top-seeded Swede Jonas 
Bjorkman, ranked 23rd, 
and fourth-seeded defend- 
ing champion Jason 
Stoltenbeig of Australia, 
the runner-up Sunday in 
Atlanta, were scheduled to 
play first round matches on 
Tuesday. 

Korda, ranked 29th, 
appeared to have an easy 
time disposing of the 95 th- 
ranked Godwin, but said 
court conditions kept him 
from enjoying himself dur- 
ing the one hour contest. 

“It feels like you’re on 
ice.” he complained. 

“It’s very slippery and it 
was affecting my move- 
ment. Whenever I’m on a 
court that’s slippery I’m 
afraid to move.” 

Korda's fear was not 
unfounded. The former 
.French’ Open firiailist need- 
ed surgery to repair groin 
■ injuries in 1995 arid4996. 

The 64th-ranked Black 
was much more comfort- 
able slip-sliding his way to 
victory. 

“The court was a little bit 
slippery, but I was able to 
take control of the points 
and use the court to my 
advantage.” 


Draw leaves United still waiting 


LONDON (R) — Manchester United's 
hopes of virtually wrapping up the English 
League title were thwarted when they were 
held to a 3-3 draw by Middlesbrough in a 
dramatic match at rain-lashed Old TrafFord 
on Monday. 

Middlesbrough, coached by former 
Manchester United captain Bryan Robson, 
led united 1-0 and 3-1 but in die end were 
glad to settle for a point in their battle to 
avoid relegation, although it looks likely 
their Italian striker Fabrizio Ravanelli- Who 
damaged a hamstring, will miss the rest of 
the season, including the F.A. Cup final 
ag ains t Chelsea on May 17. The result 
leaves United, who also came from two 
goals down to force a draw at Leicester on 
Saturday, on 71 points with two home 
matches to play against Newcastle on 
Thursday and West Ham next Sunday. 

It also means that both Liverpool (67 
points from 36 games) and Newcastle (63 
from 35) could yet pip United, chasing their 
fourth title in five years. 

Middlesbrough, who also drew 3-3 at Old 
TrafFord against Chesterfield in the FA. 
Cup three weeks ago. remain second from 
bottom with 37 points from 36 matches but 
showed enough spirit and determination 
which could yet save them from the drop. 

The heavy rain made conditions extreme- 
ly difficult for the players and was one of the 
reasons for four goals in an eight- minute 
spell just before halftime. 

But Juiunho, squelching through the pud- 
dles with comparative ease, put 
Middlesbrough ahead in the 15th minute 
after United had dominated the opening 
spell. The Brazilian curled the ball past 
Peter Schmeichel with his right foot for his 
14th goal of the season after a 14-pass move 
which started deep inside their own half. 

But Middlesbrough then suffered a double 


blow in the 34th minute when Ravanelli, 
who had hit a post after 12 minutes, limped 
off clutching the back of his left leg and 30 
seconds later Roy Keane equalised for 
United. 

Robson said afterwards the Italian, who 
has scored 31 goals this season, was very 
doubtful for the last two remaining league 
matches at Blackburn and Leeds and the cup 
final although they would know more after 
the injury was scanned on Tuesday. 

But despite losing Ravanelli and conced- 
ing the goal. Middlesbrough came storming 
back and were 3-1 up inside six minutes. 

In the 36th minute Emerson blasted a 
powerful drive over United goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel and in the 40th minute Robbie 
Mustoe's accurate centre was perfectly 
crossed for Craig Hignett who headed home 
his seventh goal of the season. 

But two minutes later United pulled them- 
selves back into contention when defender 
Gary Neville gave goalkeeper Ben Roberts 
no chance with a right- footed drive for his 
first senior goal for Manchester United. 

Norwegian Ole Solskjaer, who scored 
both United’s goals ar Leicester, took his 
tally to 18 for the season, beading home 
after 67 minutes to make it 3-3. Robson 
said afterwards: “It was a vital point for us 
because it keeps us in touch wife the teams 
above us. I thought the ranting point was 
their second goal. If we could have held a 
two-goal lead into half-time it might have 
been different, but we went a bit slack after 
that.” 

Disappointed United manager Alex 
Ferguson said: “All credit to the team for 
coming back from 3-1 down, but our 
defending was awful, absolutely terrible. I 
think I know what the problem is and hope- 
fully we'll solve it before we play 
Newcastle on Thursday.” 



Sweden’s Jan-Ove Waidner fires a shot back to Belarus' Vladimir Samsonov dur- 
ing the men’s singles finals at the 44th World Table Tennis Championships. 
Waidner won the cup in three straight games (Reuters photo) 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Trapattoni staying at Bayern 


Klinsmann linked with Everton 


ROME (AFP) — Bayern Munich's Italian coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni is staying with the Bavarian giants 
for another season, having confirmed Monday that he 
has rumed down approaches from as Roma. Trapattoni 
told Italian television he would honour the final year of 
his contract in Munich after the Germans insisted he see 
the agreement through to June 1998. “A week ago I had 
a meeting with Roma chairman Franco Sensi and told 
him I would have accepted his proposals had Bayern 
agreed to release me. But Bayern have not authorised my 
departure and there is nothing l can do about that. “I am 
also indebted to Bayern for taking me on ar a difficult 
stage of my career,” Trapattoni said. 


Alphand tries FI piste 


PARIS (AFP) — Alpine skiing world champion Luc 
Alphand is to swap his skis for a lest run in a Formula 
One cockpit Friday in the French town of Luc. Having 
already had a shot at Formula Three. Alphand will fol- 
low a course to acquaint himself with a Formula One car 
provided by former French team AGS. who are organis- 
ing practice sessions for would-be drivers. 


LONDON (R) — Bayern Munich striker Juergen 
Klinsmann will have talks with Everton chairman Peter 
Johnson within the next 48 hours. British newspapers 
reported on Monday. According to the reports, Johnson 
is desperate to rebuild his ailing premier league club 
around the German captain who was an immediate suc- 
cess at Tottenham two seasons ago and won England’s 
player of the year award. However, he walked out on the 
London club amid considerable acrimony after just one 
season to return home to Bayern. Klinsmann, 32, has 
made it clear he would love to return to Bri tain but has 
refused to make any further comment. “At the moment 
my family are the most important thing. Apart from that 
I want to help Bayern Munich to the German champi- 
onship,” he said. 


Unification not on Holyfield’s mind 


Burkina Faso sack coach 


OUAGADOUGOU (AFP) — Burkina Faso’s Football 
Federation have sacked Bulgarian coach Ivan Vutov and 
replaced him with Malick Jabir, a Ghanaian, officials 
announced here. Results under Vutov. only appointed 
last June, had not been up to standard the federation said, 
with the team tasting defeat in ail four of their World 
Cup qualifiers to date. Jabir becomes the team’s fourth 
coach since last year’s African Nations’ Cup. 


HOUSTON (AFP) — Show Evander Holyfield the 
money. But don’t bother the World Boxing Association 
champion with details such as unifying the world heavy- 
weight titles. Holyfield, set to fight Mike Tysoo on June 
28 in a rematch of their November World Boxing 
Association fWBA) fight, said becoming the undisputed 
world champion was less important to him than setting 
prizemoney records. “I’m not interested in belts any- 
more, Holyfield said. “I’m interested in breaking purse 
records. Thai comes as bad news to British battlers 
Lennox Lewis and henry Akinwande, who are scheduled 
to meet in Atlantic City in July for the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) version of the crown. Michael Moorer is 
jhe International Boxing Federation (IBF) champion. 
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Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 6:30, 9:30 only 
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Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00. 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 


Top Disney production 

101 DALMATTONS 
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Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 
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& Hi slum's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 
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The political satire 

ajmnyaho 

For reservations call 625155 
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Seles takes a swipe at 
prodigies and parents 


£ ROME (R) — Monica 
™ Seles returned to the Italian 
Open women’s tennis tour- 
nament for the first time in 
five years Monday with 
some sharp words for 
pushy parents and child 
prodigies. 

The American, who won 
in Rome as a 1 6- year-old 
Yugoslavian newcomer in 
1990 when she beat Marti- 
na Navratilova, discussed 
her younger rivals and their 
parents at a news confer- 
ence on the first day of 
play. 

Tve learned not to 

expect much from kids," 
the former teen sensation 
said when asked how she 
felt about the new genera- 
tion of youngsters led by 
Switzerland’s 16-year-old 
world No. 1 Mar tina 
Hingis. 

“What I don’t like at all is 
parents putting their chil- 
dren as soon as they are 
bom on a tennis court and 
forcing them to like tennis," 
said Seles, who at 17 had 
been the youngest .world 
No. 1 in history before 
Hingis emerged. 

M “Sixteen-year-old kids 
*just want to have fun and I 
think that’s what they 
should do," she said. 

However she admitted 
that she regretted rebelling 
against her own parents as a 
teenager aod. asked if there 
was one : thing she would 



Monica Seles 

change if she could be 16 
again, jokingly replied 
“certainly the stabbing.” 
The American's last 
appearance in Rome in 
1992 was the year before 
she was stabbed on court in 


Hamburg by a spectator 
during an interval between 
games. She was 17 and the 
incident left mental scars 
that took years to heal. 

Seles said Hingis was 
clearly the best emerging 


player at the moment, 
although most people might 
say that someone who has 
already captured the top 
ranking has already 
emerged 

Hingis was to have been 
the top women's seed at die 
Foro Italico this year but 
she pulled out last month 
after injuring herself in a 
horse riding accident. 

World No. 2 Steffi Graf is 
also absent from the Italian 
open, leaving third-ranked 
Seles as the clear favourite 
in the draw. 

Seles, who said she had 

overcome a recent injury 
and had been training for 
two weeks, was given a bye 
into the second round and 
faces the winner of the 
match between Czech qual- 
ifier Sandra Kleinova and 
Austria’s Barbara Schett. 

The first top player she is 
due to encounter is France’s 
10th seed Mary Pierce at 
the round of 16 stage. 

“I got a very tough draw," 
Seles insisted “There are 
very good players even in 
the first rounds." 

In Monday's opening 
matches, two seeds won 
easily. 

France's 15th seed 

Nathalie Tauziat beat Hele- 
na Sukova 6-4 6-2 while 
Belgian 13th seed Sabine 
Appelmans beat Naoki 
Sawamatzu of Japan 6-3 6- 
1. 


Schalke out to upset Inter 
in UEFA Cup final 


PARIS (AFP) — Schalke go 
into the first European final 
in their 93-year history when 
they play host to Italy’s Inter 
Milan in the first leg of the 
UEFA Cup final on Wednes- 
day, but striker Marc 
Witaot^ has 'shrugged off 
suggestions that his side start 
the match as underdogs. 

“We’re not afraid" said the 
Belgian. “It’s fifty-fifty." 

Wilmots’ confidence is 
well founded The team from 
the Ruhr coal-mining region 
have dug out victories in all 
five of their home matches in 
this year's competition, and 
the two-legged final offers 
than a rare chance to out- 
shine local rivals Borussia 
Dortmund — if only for a 


few weeks. 

Schalke’s resolve is likely 
to have been stiffened by 
Saturday's 1-0 Bundesliga 
loss to Dortmund, who have 
an Italian job of their own 
later this month when they, 
tackle' Ju ventus in 'the Euro- 
pean Cup final. 

That League defeat contin- 
ued a depressing sequence 
domestically for Schalke, 
who have not won in two 
months in the bundesliga — 
a run covering eight matches. 

Their form in Europe, how- 
ever, remains a source of 
encouragement, and Thomas 
Linke, like Wilmots a scorer 
in the semi-final win over 
Tenerife, refuses to be intim- 
idated by Inter’s reputation. 


CANADIAN FEDERAL GENERAL ELECTION 


A GENERAL ELECTION HAS BEEN CALLED FOR JUNE 02, 1997. 
A SPECIAL MAIL IN BALLOT WILL BE AVAILA BLE TO 
RESIDENT CANADIANS WHO EXPECT TO BE O UTSI DE THEIR 
PIPI N GS AND CANADIANS WHO HAVE BEEN RE SIDING 
OUTSIDE CANADA FOR LESS THAN FIVE CONSECUTIVE 
YEARS SINCE T HEIR LAST VISIT TO CANADA, AND WHO 
INTEND TO RESUME T HMK RESIDENCE IN CANADA. PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN AMMAN AT 666124 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

election generale federale canadeenne 

LE JOUR DU SCRUTIN AU CANADA AURA LIEU LE 02 JUIN 
1997. LES RESIDENTS CANADTENS QUI SERONT A 
L’EXTERIEUR DU CANADA LE JOUR DES ELECTIONS AJNSI 
QUE LES CANADIENS QUI RESIDENT DEPTHS MOIS DE CINQ 
ANS A L’ETRANGER FT QUI RETQU KNERQ NT RESIDES. AU 
CANADA BEENTOT VEUILLEZ CONTACTER L’AMBASSADE DU 
CANADA AU NUMERO 666124 A AMMAN POUR PLUS AMPLES 
INFORMATIONS. 


“Milan are a huge team, a 
great name,” Linke said 
“But we have already shown 
in Europe that with our disci- 
pline we can bold our own 
against superior teams.” 

“This combative team spir- 
it is something 'Inter “can 
never have,” he claimed. 

Schalke have attackers 
Martin Max and Youri Mul- 
der on the injury list, though 
Max was adamant that he 
would play “even if only 70 
per cent fit”. 

“We’re all going to give 
everything because it would 
be a dream to hold the Cup in 
our hands,” he added 

Captain and playmaker Otf 
Thon is one of the few star 
names in the Schalke ranks, 
and he believes the 56,000 
supporters ready to pack die 
Paries tadi on will help his side 
“achieve the impossible" 
against a depleted Italian 
side. 

Suspension and injuries are 
set to rob Inter coach Roy 
Hodgson of several key play- 


ers for the match. 

Frenchmen Jocelyn Angio- 
ma and Youri Djoikaeff, 
together with English mid- 
field workhorse Paul Ince, 
are all suspended while 
Swiss stqr Ciriaco Sfprza and 
defender Roberto Pfstone are 
both doubtful with injuries. 

Sforza was taken off during 
Inter’s disappointing 1-0 
home defeat by Vicenza on 
Saturday with a bruised left 
shin. Pistone played the 
match with a p ain - killing 

injection. 

That defeat, combined with 
Parma’s win over Atalanta, 
means inter lost ground in 
the fight for Serie A’s second 
Champions' League spot, 
and striker Ivan Zamorano 
said he and his team-mates 
would be all the more moti- 
vated on Wednesday as a 
result 

“We cannot let down our 
president by finishing the 
season without winning any- 
thing.” the Chilean said. 


Japan’s 2008 Olympics bid 
snubbed by governing party 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s governing 
party Tuesday put a damper on 
rivalling bids by two Japanese cities to 
host the summer Olympics in 2008. 
calling them too costly for the times of 
austerity. 

“How can we afford the Olympics 
when we need to rebuild the national 
finances,” Masakuni Murakami, a 
senior upper house deputy of die Lib- 
eral Democratic Party, told a party 
executive meeting. 

Osaka and Yokohama presented 
their Olympic plans to the Japanese 
Olympic Committee on April 30 and 
the national committee will choose 
one of them as Japan’s sole candidate 
for the 2008 games in August 

But Kanezo Muraoka, the party 
whip, said the Olympics would cost 
two to three trillion Yen ($16 to $24 
billion) including games-related infra- 
structure investment. 

“We are in no situation which will 


allow more public works,” he said. 

Shumpei Tsukahara, who beads the 
party’s organisational headquarters, 
suggested die cities should seek to 
host the Olympics with minimum 
government involvemenL 
But Yoshiyuki Kamei, a deputy from 
Yokohama, insisted that his 
international port city was planning to 
use existing facilities including those 
in surrounding provinces such as 
Tokyo. 

Japan hosted the 1964 summer 
games in Tokyo, the first Olympics 
held in Asia, catapulting itself into the 
ranks of developed countries. 

It also staged the Winter Games in 
Sapporo in 1972 and will host another 
edition in Nagano next year with the 
state government shouldering a half of 
costs for building Olympic venues. 

Of an estimated 170 billion Yen 
($1.4 billion) spent on construction of 
nine Olympic competition venues and 


six related facilities in Nagano, some 
72 billion Yen came from state funds, 
analysts said. 

It is not clear how much money the 
government spent on construction of 
roads serving Olympic facilities, for 
which Nagano's municipal and 
provincial governments chipped in 
some 250 billion Yen. 

State-run corporations also poured 
1 ,240 billion Yen into construction of 
a super highway and a bullet-train line 
stretching some 200 kilometres (125 
miles) from Tokyo to Nagano for what 
critics called “builders games.” 

The 2008 summer Olympics city 
will be chosen by the International 
Olympic Committee in 2001. 

Many of the candidates for the 2004 
Summer Games — including Cape 
Town, Rio de Janeiro and Stockholm 
— are expected to go for another 
chance. 


MAJOR LEAGUE RESULTS 


AME RICAN T EAGUE 

Kansas City 2 Boston 0 

Anaheim 7 Baltimore 2 

Minnesota 9 New York 8 

Toronto • 3 Detroit 1 

Milwaukee 1 1 Oakland 7 

Texas at Cleveland (Postponed) 


NATIO N AL LEAG U E 

Florida 3 Pittsburgh 0 

Houston 9 Philadelphia 2 

Atlanta 2 St. Louis 1 

New York 6 Colorado 1 

Los Angeles 3 Cincinnati 1 

San Francisco 4 Montreal 2 
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Orient Gallery 

presents 

an exhibition of 

Lithographs 

by 

Salam Kanaan 

Sunday, May 4th, 1997 

exhibition runs until 
May 13th 

daily 10-1:30 & 4-7:30 
tel. 68 1303/4 

sponsored by 

International 

Traders 
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Oriental & Western-Food 




TeL 962 -6-5516147 - 5511416 
Fax. 962 -6-5511417 
P.OJJox. 851850 
Mecca st. 
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In perfect new condition with less than 
8,000 kilometres. Full options, yellow plate. 
Price: JD14,500. 

Serious buyers please call 857768 between 

08:30 a.m. - 01 :00 p.m. 

02:00 p.m. - 05:30 p.m. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
1TANNAHH1RSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 



Q.1 - Aa Sooth , vulnerable, you 

bold 

*AJ364 <W OKJ4 *J764 

[has | 


SOUTH WEST 

1* 

. __ 7 

What action doyou take? 

0.2 - Neither vulnerable, as 

South yew hold; 

aAXQJ Rl 105 0J5 +KQ10S 
What la your opening bid? 

Q.3 - Both vulnerable, M Sooth 
you hold: 

*AQmb§ 3 tfVoid CAQ *J 10964 

Hie bidding hast 


What do you bid noW? 


Q. 4 - East-W®6t vulnerable, as 
South you hold; 

*A7a <?A«S 0VBid-*A-JTl)A^A4 
SOUTH 

to Po« gau. f 
What action do you rake? 

Q, 5 - Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

. 7 1 

*AK J 6 CASS' 073 ME 10 3 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with one heart. What 
action do yon take? 

Q. 6 • As South, vulnerable, you 
'hold: 

*AJ5 7K9B3 03 MQ87B 

The bidding has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

10 Pm 2* Past 

U Pus ? 

What do you bid ww? 


Our definition of Purity 






:-■■■■ , 

m j 

100% 

Pure Innocence 

100% 
Pure Art 

100% 

Pure T horen ighbred 

100% 

Pure Natural Water 



Sabeel ... Naturally. 
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For more Information contact us at Tel: 5523984/5516938 Fax: 5516938 P.O.Box 950482 Amman 1 1 195 Jordan 
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Turkey’s premier starts 
crackdown against media 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Islamist 
Turkish Prime Minister 
Neeme tt in Erbakan 

announced a crackdown 
against the media on Tuesday 
saying that his cabinet was 
preparing a bill to prevent the 
press from publishing 
“wrong news stories.’* 

"Ninety per cent of the 
media are releasing lies for 
news." Mr. Erbakan told a 

meeting of his pro-Islamist 
Welfare Party. “It will be use- 
ful to introduce an arrange- 
ment that will prevent the 
publishing of incorrect news. 

"The media has created an 
artificial agenda in Turkey in 
the last two months, hurting 
our country's interests, this 
must be prevented.” Mr. 
Erbakan said. 

The premier is embroiled 
in a biner row with the pow- 
erful and pro-secular military 
over creeping Islamisation 
and most Turkish newspapers 
and television stations have 
backed the army’s stand on 
the matter. 

Turkey's top political body. 


the military-dominated 
National Security Council, in 
February and April ordered 
the government to implement 
a number of lough measures 
to curb religious extremism. 

Since then the interior min- 
istry has ordered the closure 
of scores of illegal private 
Islamist schools, but Welfare 
is reluctant to accept a mili- 
tary-sponsored education 

reform under w hich hundreds 
of state-run religious acade- 
mies would be closed. 

Mr. Erbakan's plan to muz- 
zle the media comes as the 
U.S.-based Commirree for 
the Protection of Journalists 
fCPJi on Saturday included 
him in its yearly list of "ene- 
mies of the press." 

The CPJ’s list of the ene- 
mies of the press also includ- 
ed Anur Zouabri. leader of 
Algeria's rebel Islamic Army 
Group fGlAl, Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin, 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
and Nigeria’s military leader 
Sum Abacha. who is a close 
friend of Mr. Erbakan. 


Bid to lift 
immunity 
on deputies 

ANKARA (AP) — Requests 
to indict two deputies in a 
scandal that unveiled ties 
between gangsters and politi- 
cians were submitted to the 
Turkish parliament on 
Tuesday. 

Parliament must now 
decide whether to lift the 
immunity of the deputies, 
former Interior Minister 
Mehraet Agar and Sedai 
Bucak. both from the junior 
coalition centre-right party of 
Deputy Premier Tansu Ciller 

The deputies emerged as 
key political figures in the 
scandal which surfaced after 
a traffic accident in 
November. 

A fugitive terrorist and a 
police chief riding in a car 
with Mr. Bucak were killed 
in the accident. 

A parliament report last 
month said the team was on 
its way to an armed attack at 
the time of the accident The 
assault weapons and silencers 
found in the car belonged to 
the police department 

Mr. Agar was forced to 
resign his post as interior 
minister. 

Opposition parties have 
been pressuring the coalition 
for months to act upon the 
scandal Islamist Prime 
Minister Necmettin Erbakan, 
who submitted the requests 
on Tuesday as required by 
law. had held off passing on 
the prosecution request 
apparently to win favour with 
Mrs. Ciller. 

The deputies can be tried 
on charges of forming an 
armed gang if parliament lifts 
their legal immunity. 

No dare has yet been decid- 
ed for the lengthy debate in 
parliament 


Turkey, Azerbaijan 
sign 7 agreements 

ANKARA fAFPt — Turkey and Azerbaijan signed 
Monday seven agreements and a statement on bilateral 
copemtion during an official visit by Azerbaijan President 
Geidar Aliyev. 

The agreements covered cooperation in fields ranging 
from air and sea navigation, sports and social security to 
electric power and industry. 

Mr. Aliyev and Turkish President Suleiman Demirel 
signed a declaration on the development of strategic coop- 
eration between their respective countries, a presidential 
spokesman said. 

They underlined their desire to see oil from Azerbaijan's 
fields in the Caspian Sea exported to the West via a pipeline 
passing through Turkey to the Mediterranean. The final 
route of the pipeline is yet to be decided. 

The declaration also demanded the unconditional with- 
Unrkal of Armenian troops from Azerbaijani territory occu- 
pied since fighting between 1988 and 1994 over 
Azerbaijan’s Armenian-populated enclave of Nagorao 
Karabakh. 


Cyprus asks U.S., Israel to 
prevent Turkish overflights 


NICOSIA (API — Cyprus 
asked the United Slates and 
Israel Monday to ensure 
that its airspace is not vio- 
lated by Turkish warplanes 
during proposed war games 
in the Mediterranean 
involving the three nations. 

Turkey, which has been 
occupying the northern 
third of Cyprus since a 1974 
invasion, routinely violates 
Cyprus airspace with over- 
nights by its warplanes 
despite repeated protests to 


the U.N. by the Nicosia 
government. 

Government spokesman 
Manolis Christofides said 
the United States and Israel 
should "tell Turkey that 
Cyprus air space must not 
be violated and that the 
(Cyprus i authorities are 
duly informed about these 
exercises." 

"They have a moral oblig- 
ation to do so. otherwise 
they risk becoming involved 
in encouraging their partner 


(Turkey) to violate interna- 
tional norms and practices'’ 
he added. 

Mr. Christofides also said 
Israel has informed Cyprus 
that its recent defence coop- 
eration agreements with 
Turkey will not affect its 
friendly relations with 
Nicosia in any way. 

Turkey's Defence 

Minister Turhan Tayan was 
in Israel last week. It was 
the first visit to Israel by a 
Turkish defence minister. 


Iraqis flee troubled homeland 


DUBAI tAFPi — The 
death of illegal Iraqi 
immigrants in a shipwreck 
off the Turkish coast thi** 
week has once again cast 
the spotlight on (he human 
tide Mccing oppression and 
economic hardship in Iraq. 

Since punitive economic 
sanctions were imposed on 
Ir;iq following its August 
1400 invasion of Kuwait, a 
vast wave of Iraqi immi- 
grants have risked their 
lives to escape to a belter 
life in Europe. 

The Ahmad family was 
just a small part of the exo- 
dus. fleeing Iraq three years 
ago and setting themselves 
up in Istanbul before decid- 
ing to pay a smuggler 
$.1,000 per head to land 
them on the Greek island of 
Samos. 

But on Sunday morning at 
least 17 of "the family, 
including four women and 
five children, drowned 
when the two small Turkish 
boats carrying them over- 
turned off the Dilek 
Peninsula after setting out 
from the Turkish port of 
Kusadasi. 

The Iraqi government 
gives no figures for the 
number of immigrants leav- 
ing the country, but month 
after month groups of ille- 
gal Iraqi immigrants are 
uncovered. 

In Romania last March 
truckloads of Iraqis were 
found entering the country 


From Bulgaria and Turkey, 
and a similar cargo was 
uncovered near Grenoble. 
France in November head- 
ing for the Netherlands. 

The following month the 
Dutch authorities uncov- 
ered a clandestine network 
that had managed to pro- 
vide between 4.000 and 

5.000 Iraqis with forged 
passports, while 15 Iraqi 
immigrants in jail in Cyprus 
swallowed detergent in a 
mass suicide attempt 
because they were terrified 
of being sent home. 

Iraq is still smarting from 
the highly -embarrassing 
defection of its flag-bearer, 
a weichtlifter. at the 1996 
Atlanta Olympic Games. 

A survey' by the U.S. peri- 
odical foreign affairs esti- 
mated that three million 
Iraqis, out of a total of 22 
million, were now living 
abroad. 

Many are educated mid- 
dle-class professionals, and 
many are Christians. 

Although Iraq is a secular 
state, church officials in 
Baghdad estimate only 

500.000 Christians remain 
in Iraq, compared to around 
three million in the 1980s. 

“Ii is a big problem, all 
the young boys want to 
leave to go abroad.” said a 
European businessman in 
Baghdad. 

Each Iraqi wanting to 
leave the country first has to 
pay 400.000 dinars ($333) 


to the government. 

According to another 
Western businessman, most 
of them then head for 
Amman and do the round of 
consulates there in a des- 
perate bid to find a third 
country that will take them. 
However, most of them 
return demoralised to Iraq. 

"They have great difficul- 
ty obtaining visas, even in 
usually welcoming coun- 
tries such as Canada and 
New Zealand.” he added. 

The Kurds of northern 
Iraq, which has been con- 
trolled by Kurdish factions 
in defiance of Baghdad 
since 1991. make up anoth- 
er large wave of immi- 
grants. 

The head of a humanitari- 
an organisation in the main 
Iraqi Kurdistan city of ErbiJ 
said most Kurdish immi- 
grants prefer to use smug- 
glers to get them to a safe 
haven. 

"They don’t want to be a 
refugee, they don’t want to 
run that gauntlet so they 
choose the smugglers’ 
route... The preferred route 
is certainly through Turkey 
to Greece, from there they 
go to Italy. Switzerland and 
Germany,” he said. 

The official said one of 
his employees managed to 
get to the Netherlands in 
three days, while another 
bought an Iraqi passport 
with a Turkish visa for 
SI. 000. 


Abu Marzouk thanks King, PNA; 


promises to continue his struggle 



Musa Abu Marzouk, political leader of Hamas, embraces Jordanian Islamist 
leader Ziad Abu Ghaneixneh on Tuesday. Me Abu Marzouk pledged to contin- 
ue to work for the organisation after his release from nearly two years of deten- 
tion in a New York jail (Reuters photo) 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The former 
chief of Hamas, Musa Abu 
Marzouk who arrived here 
Monday night foliowring a 
22-month detention in the 
United States, said his group 
will continue its fight against 
Israel as long as it “refuses to 
recognise the rights of 
Palestinian people.” 

Mr. Abu Marzouk said dial 
his Islamic Resistance 
Movement would only stop 
fighting Israel “if my people 
gain their freedom and their 
problems settled in a peace- 
ful manner.” 

The Palestinians are des- 
perate for peace, more than 
any other nation in die world, 
but if that did not happen; if 
we are not given our rights 
then we have no choice but to 
fight for our future.” Mr. Abu 
Marzouk said in a press con- 
ference hours after he arrived 
hoe on a private U.S. plane. 

“Hamas was and is still 
against attacking civilians, 
but all recent attacks against 
Israeli civilian targets fol- 
lowed similar Israeli attacks 
against Palestinians. If Israel 
stops its harassment of the 
Palestinians, we will do as 
well. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk said he 
had reached an agreement 
with the U.S. to write to the 
Jordanian government asking 
dial the Kingdom host him. 

“The Jordanian govern- 
ment replied positively and 
agreed to allow me to come 
to Jordan. After that the U.S. 
deported me on a private jet,” 
the 46-year-old Hamas 
activist, who was bom in a 
Palestinian refuge camp in 
Gaza, said dunng the 35- 
minute press conference in a 
villa in western Amman. 

Mr. Abu Maizouk’s arrival 
in Jordan ended his 22- 
montb-old ordeal which 
started with his detention 
upon arrival at Kennedy 
Airport-New York in July 
1995. He was originally held 
for “violation of U.S. immi- 
gration laws." 

But Israel later demanded 
he be extradited for his 
alleged involvement in a 
series of suicide attacks 
against IsraeL Later, Tel Aviv 
dropped its demand for his 
extradition for fear of retalia- 
tion by Hamas. 

However, Mr. Abu 
Matzouk said that he did not 
think that if the Israelis had 
any evidence that would 
implicate him. they would 
have dropped the request 


‘Their accusations that I 
was involved in attacks 
against Israel were baseless” 
he said. 

He said that the deal 
secured his release included 
giving up “my resident per- 
mit refraining from suing the 
United States government 
and a pledge that I will not 
visit the U.S. again, which I 
accepted.” 

The agreement with U.S. 
authorities also stipulated 
that no American pressure be 
put on any country be wishes 
to visit or reside in. 

He said that the “U.S. 
authorities have confiscated 
all my documents including 
my driving licence, cheque 
book, my Yemeni passport 
and left me with nothing but 
my .Egyptian travel docu- 
ment.” 

Mr. Abu Marzouk entered 
into what is called in legal 
terms “a plea of no con- 
tender” meaning that he 
would not contest the expul- 
sion charges brought against 
him by the U.S. Immigration 
and Naturalisation Service 
(INS) following his release. 
“These charges state that Abu 
Marzouk is an alien who is 
engaged in terrorist activity,” 
the INS said in a statement. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk’s attor- 
ney, Michael Kennedy, how- 
ever, denied the charges and 
said Mr. Abu Marzouk 
“denies he has ever partici- 


pated in terrorist activities or 
intends to ever participate in 
terrorist activities." 

Ml Abu Marzouk said be 
would continue his political 
involvement and denied that 
die deal for his release stipu- 
lated that he quit his political 
activities. 

“Jordanian resident regula- 
tions do not prohibit any res- 
ident from practising politi- 
cal activities and I will con- 
tinue from inside and outside 
Jordan,” he said. 

Mr. Abu Marzouk praised 
the Jordanian and Egyptian 
governments for refusing to 
accept American conditions 
to release him. He said these 
conditions were submitted to 
Amman and Cairo during a 
visit by the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Chief 
Louis Ferreh. 

“The FBI chief was trying 
to convince Jordanian and 
Egyptian leaders to accept 
several conditions to release 
me which they refused and I 
did as well." be commented 

“The FBI conditions were 
that I should refrain from vis- 
iting countries which are 
blacklisted by the U.S. (for 
alleged terrorist activities), 
which include Syria, Iran, 
Sudan, Libya and other 
countries and to retire from 
political life which I declined 
to agree to.” 

He added he wanted “to 
extend his appreciation for 


every one who helped him to 
secure his release from U.S. 
detention, especially King 
Hussein, Abu Ammar (nom 
deguerre for Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat) and 
Egyptian leader Hosni 
Mubarak who were involved 
in mediation efforts to 
release me.” 

Mr. Abu Marzouk added 
that President Arafat had 
called his father in Gaza and 
congratulated him on his 
release. 

He said Israel refused to 
allow his return to Gaza 
Strip. He said his family, who 
are still in the United States 
and have U.S. citizenship, 
will join him in Jordan soon 
and are expected here any 
time. 

Meanwhile, Prime 

Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said Mr. Abu Marzouk was 
free to practise any activity 
he wished and was welcome 
to stay in Jordan. 

“There are no conditions 
(for Mr. Abu Maizouk to 
reside in Jordan) as long as 
he behaves just as anybody 
else,” the premier said fol- 
lowing a cabinet session. 

“He is free to live here as 
long as he likes....every resi- 
dent has the right to practise 
any activity he wishes as 
long as it does not harm 
Jordan politically, economi- 
cally and militarily," Dr. 
Majali said. 


Iraq accuses ‘foreign 
agents’ of cutting 
northern water supply 


PNA announces 
death sentence 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq accused “foreign 
agents” Tuesday of cut- 
ting its water supply from 
two dams in the Kurdish 
autonomous areas of 
northern Iraq, and warned 
that it would not tolerate 
the sabotage. Irrigation 
Minister Mahmud Diab 
Ahmad was quoted 
Tuesday as saying that the 
flow of water "from the 
Dokan Dam had com- 
pletely stopped April 19” 
and had been “reduced 
from the Darhandikhan 
Dam since the beginning 
of the year.” 

The minister, who was 
cited by the government 
newspaper A1 Jum- 
houriyah, blamed the loss 
of water on “foreign 
agents” whom he did not 
identify’. The two dams 
are on the Zab AJ Saghir 
and Diyala rivers, which 
flow into the Tigris in 
areas controled by the 
Patriotic Union of 
Kurdistan (PUK) led by 
Jala] Talabani. 

Mr. Ahmad said the 
break in the flow of the 
Zab A1 Saghir from 
Dokan “ruined harvests 
and ca u sed difficulties in 
the supply of potable 
water in Tamira 
province.” north of 
Baghdad. 

The drop in the Diyala’s 
flow from Daibandikhan 
"hampers the cultivation 
of rice and other crops in 
Diyala province,” be said. 
Thai province is also 


north of Baghdad 

“The Iraqi people will 
not forgive the agents for 
engaging in such acts and 
warn them against contin- 
uing.” he said. 

The people “call on 
them to reestablish the 
normal flow- of water at 
the rate of at least 150 
cubic metres per second 
from each of the two 
dams," he said 

These acts are an 
attack on Iraq's people 
and economy and are 
intended to complement 
the U.S. embargo," he 
said referring to the U.N. 
Security Council embar- 
go against Iraq since it 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

The PUK and its main 
rival, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP), 
have controlled northern 
Iraq in defiance of 
Baghdad since an upris- 
ing after the 1991 Gulf 
war. but their power-shar- 
ing agreement broke 
down in 1994 and more 
than 2^00 people died in 
the ensuing clashes. 

The Iraqi military inter- 
vened in August on behalf 
of the KDP to oust the 
PUK from Erb3, “capital" 
of Iraqi Kurdistan. 

The two Kurdish fee- 
dons then set up rival 
“governments” in north- 
ern Iraq, the former based 
in the city of ErbiJ and the 
latter in Suleiman iyah. 


for illegal land 


sales to Israelis 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Rj 
— The Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) will sentence 
to death Palestinians who sell 
land to Israelis through unau- 
thorised agents to counter 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
meats. Justice Ministe r Freih 
Abu Meddein said on Tuesday. 

“We are using the Jordanian 
military law in the West Bank 
until the Palestinian legislative 
council drafts a new Palestinian 
law.” Mr. Abu Meddein told 
Reuters. There is a death 
penalty for those selling land to 
Israelis” 

“It is a case of great treason 
and of selling the homeland, 
and we will not allow this," said 
Prosecutor General Khaled 
Kidra. 

The PNA says all land deals 
now needed its approval as 
would any real estate agent. If a 
sale to an Israeli took place 
through an “authorised” agent 
then the agent rather than the 
owner faced the death penalty. 

Last week the PNA said" it 
banned the sale to Israelis of 
land in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, including Arab east 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip. 

The ban includes areas now 
beyond the control of the PNA, 
such as Arab east Jerusalem, a 
f art sure to rile IsraeL 

Israel occupied the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip in 1967. Under a 
framework 1993 interim peace 
deal it has handed most of Gaza 
and some parts of the West 
Bank to Palestinian rule. 

“We are simply defending our 
own land because Israel is 
imposing its own laws on occu- 
pied land and this is a violation 
of international laws which 
states that an occupier can only 
supervise an occupied land 
using the latter’s laws.” Mr. 
Kidra said. 

PNA officials said the move 
was spurred by many com- 
plaints from Pales tinian^ who 
sold land through agents 
unaware that the agents were 
working for IsraeL 




Israeli Prime 
Benyamin Netanyahu’s 
mew sent bulldozers to 
new Jewish settlement 
east Jerusalem on Mare 
Palestinians, who v 
independent state in t3 
Bank and Gaza Strip w 
east Jerusalem as its 
view all Jewish settlei 
tend occupied by Israel 
as pre-empting final 
peace talks. 



103-year-old 
becomes oldest 
person to get 
Cambridge degree. 

LONDON (AFP) — 103- 
year-old Molly Maxwell 
is set next week to become 
the oldest person ever to 
get a degree from the pres- 
tigious university. She is 
to collect the award at a 
special ceremony on her 
104 th birthday next 

Tuesday, more than SO 
years after leaving the uni- - 
versity. Maxwell complet- 
ed her studies in modem 
languages in 1917 and left 
with an “honours” certifi- 
cate — women were not 
allowed to receive degrees 
and become members of 
the university until 1948. 
The university recently 
said women who complet- 
ed degree courses prior to 
1948 can be given 
degrees, and Maxwell, 
who now lives in a 
London nursing home, 
asked to be given her just 
reward at long last “She 4 
asked the nursing staff to 
get in touch with us and 
we were delighted to 
help,” a Cambridge uni- 
versity spokesman said 
Tuesday. “She completed 
the degree course and the 
certificate is really just a 
formality. She will cer- 
tainly be the oldest person 
to receive a degree certifi- 
cate from us.” 

Peru actors In hot water 
for impersonating rebels 

LIMA (R) — Peru’s 
police, still on edge from 
the four-month Lima 
hostage crisis, had a brief 
scare when they mistook a 
band of actors for gun-tot- 
ing Marxist rebels storm- 
ing the North Korean 
embassy. The actors were 
dressed as Tupac Amaru 
rebels for an episode of 
the Peruvian television 
soap opera “Diamonds 
and Hearts,” police said. 
The director of the pro- 
gramme, Carlos Cano, had 
no permission for the 
filming and was detained 
after the incident on 
Sunday, police said, but 
later released without 
charges. “They were about 
to blow us to pieces,” the 
stunned director told 
reporters. The North 
Korean embassy lies in 
the same plush San Isidro 
district where Tupac 
Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement (MRTA) guer- 
rillas held 72 hostages for 
126 days until April 22. 

Turkish pilots $ 
sacked for cockpit 
punch-up 

ISTANBUL (R) — 

Turkish Airlines (THY) 
said it had sacked two 
pilots who had a punch-up 
in the cockpit of a THY 
passenger plane on a flight 
between Bangkok and 
Istanbul. THY said it halt- 
ed flights by pilots Altan 
Tezcan and Erdogan 
Gecim immediately after 
the April 4 incident. The 
THY executive board later 
annulled the pilots' con- 
tracts. Turkish newspapers 
said the incident occurred 
because of an apparent 
misunderstanding by 

Tezcan of altitude instruc- 
tions by the control tower ^ 
45 minutes after take-off 
from Bangkok. Around 
240 passengers were trav- 
elling on the Airbus 340 
plane, according to Sabah 
newspaper. Yeni Yuzyil 
daily quoted Gecim as 
telling Tezcan: “Are you 
deaf? He’s telling you 
Something and you are 
doing something com* 
pletely different.” The 
paper said Gecim then 
rapped Tezcan's knuckles 
35 he tried to programme 
the data into the auto- 
pilot. The pair then untied 
their belts for a fisticuffs, 
which only ended with the 
intervention of other staff. . 

A third, junior pilot com-t| 
pleted the flight, newspa- 
pers said. 



